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Sea Harriers poised for action 


Invincible 
set for 
new Gulf 
encounter 

A ROYAL Navy task group 
is approaching the Gulf on 
a mission to keep the pres¬ 
sure on Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein. 

The group - aircraft carrier 
HMS Invincible, destroyer 
HMS Newcastle and RFA sup¬ 
ply ship Fort Austin - should 
be in position shortly after 
Navy News goes to print, 
where they will join frigates 
HM ships Boxer and 
Cumberland and RFA tanker 
Brambleleaf. 

RFA Bayleaf, another tanker, 
sailed with the group from the 
UK as far as the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

Once in the Gulf Invincible’s 
■ Turn to back page 


• HMS INVINCIBLE and the 
Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Newcastle leave Portsmouth 
at the start of the carrier's 
second deployment to the 
Gulf within 12 months . 


Picture: LA(PHOT) Wolfie Wilkinson 



A DEAL WITH the 
taxman on laundry 
allowance will mean 
that sailors and 
marines will soon 
get a pay-out of up 
to £200. 

The decision follows the 
Navy’s year-long negotia¬ 
tions with the Inland 
Revenue which have estab¬ 
lished the principal of tax 
relief on laundry charges for 
uniform clothing. 

The measure has been back¬ 
dated to April 1992, which 
means that those who have 
served continuously since that 
date are due tax relief on a 
total of £920. That produces a 
rebate of about 0)0 in tax 
credit. It is hoped that it will be 
in next month s pay packet. 

Those who have served fewer 
than six to seven years will get pro¬ 
portionately less, the relief being 
calculated at £120 for each of the 
first three years, and £140 each for 
the rest - 'producing a current tax 
credit of about £30 a year. 

Also entitled to relief are ex- 
Nava I ratings who served from 
April 1992. No one, serving or ex¬ 
serving, will need to take any 
action to secure the relief as the 


Navy has supplied all necessary 
information to the Inland 
Revenue. 

Officers, who already have a uni¬ 
form relief allowance which covers 
laundering, will not receive the 
concession. 

To produce a fair and practical 
solution, the relief has been calcu¬ 
lated at a flat rate which takes into 
account various uniforms, in both 
temperate and cold climes, 
throughout a person's career. 

A total of about 36,000 people 
will get some degree of tax relief. 


although the change in the tax 
codes of ex-serving personnel will 
take longer. 

A spokesman for the 
Directorate of Naval Service 
Conditions (Pay), who negotiated 
the deal, said the agreement was 
reached on the understanding that 
uniform is worn exclusively in the 
performance of duty. 

He said: “In negotiations we 
accepted that socks can be worn 
off-duty, and they were the only 
uniform item to be excluded in an 
item-by-item costing.” 




Millennium bug 'most 
important challenge' 


THE MILLENNIUM bug 
affecting computer date 
change is the Navy's most 
important challenge outside 
immediate operations, such 
as Operation Desert Fox in 
the Gulf. 

Defence Procurement Min¬ 
ister Lord Gilbert warns that 
the Ministry of Defence has 
around 30,000 computer sys¬ 
tems that use date and time - 
and about half of them have 
so far been found to be at 
risk from the bug. 

About 2,000 systems are 


critical to military operations 
and essential MOD busi¬ 
ness. To date work is fin¬ 
ished on making safe over 
half of these and the rest 
should be completed this 
year. 

But, warns Lord Gilbert, 
there is no room for compla¬ 
cency. “Slippage in the pro¬ 
gramme could affect our abil¬ 
ity safely to mount and sup¬ 
port military operations, 
including those in support of 
the civil authorities.” 

■ See page 18. 
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Boat Show 
stopper... 


The operation was mounted 
when the Spanish trawler Villa de 
Mogor reported two crewmen 
seriously injured after they 
received freon gas burns from a 
blown filter in a fridge compres¬ 
sor. The vessel was about 300 
miles north of the islands. 

HMS Sutherland was des¬ 
patched by Commander British 
Forces Falkland Islands and made 
ready her medical facilities if they 
should have been needed. 
Meanwhile, the Sea King from 
RAF Mount Pleasant set off on a 
round trip of 600 miles, an RAF 
Hercules providing cover. 

As the frigate headed north the 
helicopter landed on to refuel 
before continuing towards the 
trawler. Once on the scene the air¬ 
craft winched up the injured men 
and returned, again refuelling in 
Sutherland, to take the casualties 
to King Edward VII Hospital in 
Stanley. 

They later recovered sufficient¬ 
ly to be discharged. 


LONDON’S 

FOR THE LAST time HMS London arrives in the 
City - for a farewell visit before being paid off 
for disposal. The Type 21 frigate, whose 12-year 
service included the role of British flagship in 
the Gulf War, berthed alongside HMS Belfast for 
her week-long visit in January. 

Her Commanding Officer, Cdr Tom McBarnet, 
said: “We have enjoyed a very active and posi¬ 
tive affiliation with the City and I am very sad 
that these links are drawing to a close. 

“Although it will be a poignant time for us all, 
I am heartened that this final visit will be a fitting 


LAST BOW 

farewell to a fine ship.” 

While in the capital, about 100 of the ship's 
company attended a reception held by the Lord 
Mayor at the Guildhall, and a party of sailors 
called at St Bartholomew’s Hospital children's 
ward, HMS London’s main affiliated charity. 

When the ship returned to her Devonport base 
on January 22 she wore a 500ft long decommis¬ 
sioning pennant, the end of her service coming 
as part of the savings measures announced in 
last year’s Strategic Defence Review. 

Picture: PO(PHOT) Jan Brayley 


A 


Tamar bell 
for sale 

THE SHIP’S bell of the for¬ 
mer Hong Kong establish¬ 
ment HMS Tamar is among 
a sale of the Navy's sur¬ 
plus memorabilia at auc¬ 
tion on January 27. 

The sale, at Phillips 
Auctioneers, London, 
comprises 22 ships’ bells - 
half of them unmarked - 
and 15 ships' honours 
boards. Most of the items 
date from the 1960s and 
1970s and include the hon¬ 
our board of the cruiser 
HMS Tiger, as well as sev¬ 
eral from Leander-class 
frigates. 


Navy side 
victors in 
car show 
spectacle 

A NAVAL team of mechanics 
has won a novel race against 
Army and RAF rivals at the 
Autosport Motor Racing Car 
Show. 

The teams at the NEC 
Birmingham were taking part in 
the Mechanics Challenge, involv¬ 
ing the dismantling of a specially 
designed racing buggy, moving it 
through an obstacle course, 
reassembling it and driving it 
away. 

Following only one day of inten¬ 
sive training and three days of 
competition the eight-strong 
Naval team walked away with the 
trophy. Led by Lt Steve 
Shuttfeworth, the members were 
drawn from the Navy’s engineer¬ 
ing school at HMS Sultan and 
Royal Marines from the 
Commando Logistic Regiment. 

It was the first time the race had 
been held, and it is hoped that it 
will become an annual event, pos¬ 
sibly at the Royal Tournament. 

Trimaran ship: 
Building starts 

FIRST STEEL of a trimaran war¬ 
ship demonstrator was cut in 
January by Vosper Thornycroft at 
their Woolston shipyard. 

The vessel, RV Triton, is due to 
be launched in April next year and 
will be fitted with a trials instru¬ 
mentation system which will mon¬ 
itor about 500 stress points 
throughout the vessel as part of 
the process to test the structure. 

Tnc steel cutting ceremony was 
performed by the Chief Executive 
of the Defence Evaluation and 
Research Agency. Sir John 
Chisholm. It was followed by a 
press briefing by Rear Admiral 
Richard Phillips. Assistant Chief 
of the Defence Staff Operational 
Requirements (Sea Systems). 

Ethiopia exped 
phone number 

DUE to a misprint, the telephone 
contact number for candidates for 
the RN and RM Ethiopia 
Challenge 1999 expedition 
(January edition page 15) was 
incorrect. Those interested in tak¬ 
ing part in the exped should call 
Capt R. Finley RM on 01392 
414168 or CTCRM Lympstone 
military number 93785 4168. 


Options 


Sutherland acts 
as sea rescue 
stepping-stone 


FALKLANDS guardship HMS Sutherland was used as a staging 
post to increase the reach of an RAF Sea King helicopter on a 
long-range rescue mission. 


SD officer 


title to be 


replaced 

RATINGS over the age of 26 
in line for a commission will in 
future be known as Senior 
Upper Yardmen, rather than 
Special Duties (SD) candi¬ 
dates. 

The change comes with the 
introduction of the three tier com¬ 
mission structure for officers and 
the end of the Special Duties List 
- for ratings promoted to commis¬ 
sioned officer. 

In the Royal Marines, other 
ranks over 26 seeking a commis¬ 
sion will be known as Senior Corps 
Commission candidates. 

Younger ratings who apply for a 
commission will retain the present 
titles of Upper Yardmen candi¬ 
dates (Corps Commission candi¬ 
dates in the Royal Marines). 

The title changes come into 
effect on April I. Details are con¬ 
tained in RN Defence Council 
Instruction 203/98. 


Duke of York 
promoted 

LT CDR the Duke of York will be 
promoted to commander to work 
within the Diplomacy Section of 
the Ministry of Defence’s Naval 
Staff. He takes up his appoint¬ 
ment on April 27. 

He will play a leading role in the 
Navy’s international relations, 
including the planning and admin¬ 
istration of all aspects of bilateral 
Naval staff talks, and other liaison 
duties in Britain and abroad. 

At present. Prince Andrew’s job 
in the Directorate of Naval 
Operations in MOD Main 
Building makes him responsible 
for the operational effectiveness 
of frigate and destroyer aviation. 


Mayor’s bin 
to Gloucester 


A VIP gift to HMS Gloucester will 
help to keep the destroyer ship¬ 
shape: C’llr Jan Lugg, Mayor of the 
warship’s affiliated city of 
Gloucester, handed over two 
wheelie bins when she visited. 

The bins are intended to help 
out the ship with her rubbish while 
at sea. The Mayor was given a 
guided tour of HMS Gloucester 
berthed at Portsmouth, and was 
accompanied by other city digni¬ 
taries. 

Gloucester has been updated in 
a six-month refit and was complet¬ 
ing trials as Navy News went to 
press. She is due to visit the city of 
Gloucester in the spring. 


IN ONE of the most signficant 
merger plans in the European 
defence industry in recent years, 
British Aerospace will combine 
with Marconi Electronic Systems. 

The merger has been agreed by Sea 
Harrier makers BAc and GEC - 
Marconi’s parent company - to form New 
BAe in a £7.7 billion deal. Transactions 
will be completed at the end of 2002. 

The new company is seen as a powerful and 
competitive business with leading positions in 
the global aerospace and defence markets. It is 


expected to consolidate BAe's position as a 
world-class company in the field. 

GEC will be reborn with the aim of concern- 
trating on its growing communications and tech¬ 
nological business. 

The move will allow two of Britain's 
principal exporters to pursue a unified 
approach in overseas markets, enhanc¬ 
ing BAe's export opportunities. 

Sir Richard Evans, Chairman of BAe, said: 
“This merger represents an important step in 
the restructuring of the aerospace and defence 
industry in Europe. 

“The combination of these businesses creates 


a company with unrivalled global reach, world 
leading technologies and the strength to com¬ 
pete at all levels in the world markets.” 

The companies have said that the deal will 
not result in substantial job losses or site clo¬ 
sures. 

In the Portsmouth area Marconi employ 
about 4,000 people in their Underwater 
Division in which the Navy's Stingray, Spearfish 
and Tigcrfish guided torpedoes are produced. 

A spokesman for the company told Navy 
News that no job losses were anticipated there 
as a result of the merger. “There is not much 
overlap between ourselves and BAe,” he said. 


THIS MOCK-UP of an Invincible-class carrier formed the impressive 
Royal Navy stand at this year’s Boat Show at Earls Court in London. 
Inside the stand, manned by RN personnel, the equipment on display 
included an operations room simulator. Among the visitors to the stand 
was the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. (For puzzled spot¬ 
ters, the R02 pennant number on the carrier is not one used by a cur¬ 
rent ship). 


New BAe to be formed by Marconi merger 


BIG STB 1 H DEFENCE 
iDUSTRY SHAKE-UP 
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decoys 

made 


over 


AN IMPROVED missile decoy system is being intro¬ 
duced into the Royal Navy’s major warships and 
support ships. 


Belfast 
boys will 
meet 
again 

FOLLOWING an announcement 
in December’s Navy News, there 
has been “overwhelming support" 
for starting an HMS Belfast 
Association. 

A steering committee setup on 
board the World War II cruiser 
permanently moored in the Pool 
of London decided a first meeting 
of the association would be held 
there on March 6 at 11a.m. 

All ex-members of the Belfast 
are invited to attend. Contact the 
secretary, Ted Hill, on 01708 
341803. 

Concert dates 

BAND of HM Royal Marines 
Spring Concerts are at St John’s 
Cathedral. Portsmouth on 
February 4 and 25 and March 18. 
Tel 01705 726182 for tickets at £5. 


The Seagnat system 
designed to put homing mis¬ 
siles off target has been 
upgraded through the intro¬ 
duction of a new active decoy 
round, and by deploying exist¬ 
ing distraction chaff against 
radar homing missiles and 
infra-red seduction rounds 
against infra-red homing mis¬ 
siles. 

The new system is due to begin 
entering service by April next 
year, by which time seven ships 
will have been converted to take 
it. 

Meanwhile, ships on Armilla 
Patrol in the Gulf have been 
equipped with an improved 
chemical detection and alarm 
system which will be able to 
detect blister, blood and nerve 
agents simultaneously. 

On detection of a chemi¬ 
cal agent the equipment 
sounds the ship's chemi¬ 
cal attack alarm and con¬ 
tinues to sample the 
atmosphere to provide an 
almost constant read-out 
of contamination levels. 

Other ships will receive the 
new equipment in due course. 

Details of the Seagnat and 
chemical alarm system improve¬ 
ments are published in RN 
Defence Council Instructions 
198/98 and 199/98. 






1 ?* 


NATO’s 
rod off 
iron ' 


HMS IRON DUKE left Portsmouth last 
month for a tour of duty with NATO’s 
Standing Naval Force in the 
Mediterranean, taking over from HMS 
Cardiff. (See also back page). 

She will be at Naples in April for the 
50th anniversary of the NATO 
alliance. 

Last year the Type 23 frigate took part 
in Exercise Strong Resolve - the 
biggest NATO exercise in recent 
years involving 140 ships and sub¬ 
marines. She is seen here showing 
off her close quarters ship handling 
skills while working oh the Atlantic 
Underwater Test and Evaluation 
Centre (AUTEC) ranges at Nassau in 
the Bahamas - rounding the range 
vessel at 28 knots! 
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Now it’s ‘Left hand 
down a bit more’ 
for submariners 


FOR the first time in its history, a submarine career course is 
being taught at the School of Maritime Operations, HMS Dryad. 


Last month submarine navi¬ 
gators joined their surface coun¬ 
terparts for the new amalgamat¬ 
ed course. 

Students from both flotillas 
will receive five weeks of class¬ 
room theory followed by a practi¬ 


cal sea phase, at the end of which 
successful candidates will be 
awarded their ‘n’ (Pilotage) qual¬ 
ification. 

The frigate and destroyer navi¬ 
gators will join the Fleet, whilst 
the submariners receive a further 
two weeks instruction covering 
dived navigational theory. 

A spokesman for the school 
said the move was “veiy much in 
the vein of the Strategic Defence 
Review.” 

“It will see all aspects of RN 
marine navigation being taught at 
SMOPS and will have the added 
benefit of easing the load on the 
Surface Flotilla by saving up to 
three frigate/destroyer weeks a 
year.” 


Chancellor 
Royal, RN 


LONDON University 
Royal Naval Unit provid¬ 
ed the honour guard for 
the University's Foun¬ 
dation Day. Vice- 
Chancellor Prof Graham 
Zellick Introduces 

Chancellor (also Chief 
Commandant for Women 
In the Royal Navy) the 
Princess Royal, to Mid 
Adam O’Loughlin and 
Mid Kath Forster. 


JACK ET JACQUES 


Les Astronauts 


(Dans un Ariane 5 rocket au European Space Agency launch 
site, pres de Kourou, French Guyana) 

Gosh, blimey et blow moi, Jack! C’est un grand honneur! 
Nous sommes les astronauts du premier manned space shot 
de TEuropean Space Agency ... Mais vous avez l air pensiv, 
Jack. Et pourquoi?’ 

‘Oh, je suis just wondering pourquoi ils ont picked us, 
Jacques, e’est tout.' 

‘C’est parce que nous sommes deux prime representatives 
de nos navies, Jack! C’est naturellement pourquoi!' 

‘Eh? Vous et moi? Vous must be joking. Jacques!' 

‘Pas du tout, Jack. ‘Ow about Yuri Gagarin? II 6tait un 
homme dead commun, comme vous et moi! Son pere etait un 
humble paysanne. C’dtait bon PR pour les Russkis en 1961 - 
et pour nous aussi en 1999!' 

Mmm. Vous parlez pour votre self. Jacques. Mon dad. il 
n est pas un peasant. II est un production line worker au fab- 
rique de widgets pour Draught Guinness. C’est un job tr£s 
important. Un vrai giant leap pour tout mankind - pour moi 
especially ... Non. je suis un peu suspicieux about ce projet - 
qu'est-ce que c’est again, notre mission?’ 

Ah - c’est une mission unique, Jack! Vous n’avez pas been 
listening to les briefings! Nous ferons un link-up avec NASA et 
le Shuttle! Et puis nous ferons reparer la machine a laver dans 
le Mir space station!’ 

‘Cette load de junk? Mir est falling aux pieces! Et maintenant 
le washing machine aussi? Je do not believe it!’ 

Oui! C'est vrai, Jack! Un sock est trapped dans I’outlet pipe! 
C'est pourquoi nous avons been chosen pour cette mission. 
Think about it, Jack. Chaque fois que nous sommes retourn6s 
from un longue deployment, qu’est-ce que c'est, la premiere 
chose que nos femmes ont dit? C’est “Fix la machine & laver!" 
Et done, c’est pourquoi nou$ sommes ici! Nous sommes les 
experts! Mais silence, Jack! Ecoute! Le countdown ... 

(‘Cinq! Quatre! Troisf Deux! Un! Zero!’ BOOOM! WHOOSH! 
Et 24 heures later:) 

‘Phew! Void le sock, Jacques! Et quoi maintenant? Le fast 
spin, pour degager les tubes, ie crois ...’ 

‘Non, Jack! Pas le fast spin! Oh mon Dieu ...’ 


(‘Houston, nous avons un probleme) 


Illustrations par 


Options l ■ 

Missile 
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Drafty... FAA, Regulators and PT 



A cautionary tale from 
the drafting commander 


O nce upon a time an 
age and an age 
ago, there lived 
three little but fully 
trained pigs. 

After great adventures 
across the seas, they all decid¬ 
ed to return to the place from 
whence they came. 

The first of the little pigs hastily 
completed his Drafting Preference 
Form with little regard or thought, 
ticking this box here and that box 
there. 

Then he set about building his 
house (he got a mortgage, really 
quite a good deal with Bradford 
and Pigly) and having just moved in 
he lit a fire in the hearth and settled 
down to enjoy a long and stable 
period ashore. 

Suddenly and unexpectedly a 
shadow was cast over the house¬ 
hold as a wolf appeared over the 
horizon - it was the Drafting 
Officer! 

“Ah hah M the wolf chortled. “It is 
fortuitous that you built your house 
of straw because I have a mighty 
hollow in my stomach that needs 
filling” (It was a gapped billet real¬ 
ly!). 

There was lots of huffing and 
puffing but the little pig having mis¬ 
takenly ticked the yes to short 
notice and yes to give up his shore 
time found himself filling the wolfs 
void - PQ 36 on RFA Argus - the 
very next day. 

The second little pig was more 
astute but essentially lazy. I le had 
carefully completed his DPF but 
this was five years ago and at that 



time he had declared his prefer¬ 
ence for the picturesque mountains 
of Scotland. 

Since then he had pledged his 
love to a rather tasty little Cornish 
Cracker and was cultivating a 
healthy litter of piglets in the far 
South West. 

And so it came to pass that with¬ 
out warning, only weeks away from 
the end of his latest adventures that 
a great shadow was cast across the 
sky. 

The wolf darkened the little pigs 
doorway. “Ah hah” the wolf 
smiled. “I have a sudden and enor¬ 
mous hunger that needs satisfying” 


(Yes - you’ve guessed it - a draft to 
Prestwick). 

The little pig protested and there 
was much hufifing and puffing but 
he failed to fend off the wolf. 

“If only you had told me that you 
were married and were raising a 
family in the South West, I could 
have looked elsewhere” chuckled 
the wolf as he slunk off into the 
shadows in search of another vic¬ 
tim. 

And so the little pig departed, 
somewhat disgruntled, for the far 
flung hills of Prestwick. 

The third little pig was a clever 
little soul. He very carefully com- 


leted his DPP; taking advice when 
e didn’t fully understand the 
implications of a particular box and 
ensuring that he detailed the fact 
he was building a house of bricks 
and that he was completing a two- 
year course in truffle hunting at the 
local tertiary college. 

And after a lengthy period of 
comparative harmony, he did a lit¬ 
tle research, calculating that a little 
pig would soon be required with a 
group of adventurers called 
‘pincers’ so he carefully completed 
a C240 for more excitement on the 
high seas. 

And in a while the wolf appeared 
at the door, (patio doors actually - 


double glazed as well!). 

“Hmm,” the wolf mused, “I have 
a small space in the pit of my stom¬ 
ach that I need to fill and I have 
been told that you’re just the little 
pig to fill it.” (A draft to 820 Sqn 
really). 

The little pig smiled. He knew 
he had outsmarted the wolf and 
off he went into the sunset to his 
first preference draft, joining the 
adventurers at 820 Sqn. 

There was no huffing or puffing 
and the little pig and his family 
lived happily ever after... 

Having been the Drafting 
Officer for Fleet Air Arm techni¬ 
cal for little over a year I remain 
incredulous at the inattention to 
DPFs and C240s. 

The three examples given below 
are not unlike some of the DPFs 
we sec every day. 

Without updating your DPC you 
cannot hope to achieve your pref¬ 
erences, nor any serious consider¬ 
ation, and certainly no sympathy if 
you subsequently complain. 

□ An experienced CPO anno¬ 
tated his DPF as yes to short notice 
and yes to give up shore time. 

When drafted after eight 
months ashore he claimed he had 
not realised the implications ot 
ticking both boxes. Sympathy - Nil. 
What advice has he given to his 
division I wonder? 

□ An experienced PO arranged 
a wedding and very expensive hon¬ 
eymoon but did not let drafty know 
despite being due for sea service. 
The subsequent draft to sea 
clashed with wedding arrange¬ 
ments, with obvious repercussions. 


Situations 

vacant 


CPOAEA(M) for FONA 
Devonport. A shore billet 
in Plymouth, AE Rep, 
from June for two years. 

MEM1 for NEFI. A sea¬ 
going billet based in the 
Falkland Islands, normal 
MEM duties, required 
November for four 
months. 

MEM1 for HMS 
Roebuck, a sea-going job 
based at Devonport, 
MEM(M) or MEM(L) billet, 
from November for 30 
months. 

MEM1 for HMS 
Dumbarton Castle. A sea¬ 
going billet based in the 
Falkland Islands. 

AMC/MEMOC required, 
from October for six 
months. 

MEM1 for HMS 
Dulverton. A sea-going 
billet based at Faslane 
and in Northern Ireland, 
AMC/MEMOC required 
from October for 18 
months. 


□ A very experienced CPO last 
submitted his DPF in 1989. At the 
time he was in the process of being 
divorced and contesting custody of 
his two children. 

To date, we know he is married, 
but we do not know who to, nor do 
we know if he has custody of his 
children. 

How can this man hope to 
achieve any consideration when 
due a draft? 

Need 1 say more? Don’t put it 
off, do it now and tell us wnat is 
going on in your life and what your 
preferences are! 


The Fleet Air Arm Drafting Team 

Cdr R Banks: Drafting 
Commander and Warrant 
Officer Appointing Ext 2125 

Lt Cdr R Grove: Non Tech 
Drafting Officer, Regs and PTs 
Drafting. Ext 2049. 

Lt Cdr K Tapping: Technical 
Drafting Officer, Cnargc Chief 
Drafting.Ext 2121. 

CPOAEM(M) L Moody: Office 
Manager, Lynx Fits & METOCs, 

Ext 2144. 

POWWTR B Beale: Senior Rate 
‘M\ Ext 2065. 



POWWTR K Derbyshire. Senior 
Rate, LVR Ext 2123. 

LWWTR S Marchant: LAEMs, 
Ext 2358. 

LWWTR W Boult: AEMs, Ext 
2124. 

POWTR C Johnson: PT, REG & 
PHOT, Ext 2969. 

POWWTR J Rutherford: Senior 
Rate, AC,AH,SE, Ext 2134. 

WWTR K Chattaway: Junior 
Rate, AH & SE, Ext 2134. 

Miss K Williams: Admin 
Assistant, Ext 2274. 


What’s going on in your branch? 


“Are you looking for a challenging 
job with plenty of responsibility?" 


RAFTY ALWAYS 
seeks to give ratings as 
much notice as possible 
of a draft to sea service; in 
many instances up to a year in 
advance. 

This enables people to plan 
accordingly and allows Drafty to 
identify any unexpected difficulties 
in the drafting ‘chain’. 

The subsequent shore drafts for 
those being relieved are usually 
considered several months later, so 
please don’t call Drafty to inquire 
about your next draft as soon as 
you sight the Draft Order for your 
relief. 

Applications for transfer to the 
PT and Photographer branches are 
relatively buoyant, but we need a 
steady flow into these sideways 
entry branches if they are to be sus¬ 
tained. 

On the other hand, the opportu¬ 
nity to transfer to the Regulating 
Branch ceased in May 97, pending 
a decision on the future of the 
Branch which is expected shortly. 

Meanwhile, Writers have started 
to relieve LRegs at sea although 
there is a continuing requirement 
for the latter in the emergency 
relief pool. A taut manpower situa¬ 
tion at the other end of the scale 
means that MAAs return to sea 
very soon after achieving MTA. 

There is a dearth of volunteers 
from the PT branch for a draft to 
Scotland. Currently, nine of the 15 
billets North of the border are 
filled by non-volunteers. 

Just think of all that fresh high¬ 
land air that you are missing! It’s 
an ideal atmosphere in which to 
pursue your chosen profession. 

If you are interested in an open- 
air life, why not volunteer for one 
of the Adventure Training posts? 
The AT Officer at HMS Temeraire 
will be very interested to hear from 
you! 


Are you looking for a challeng¬ 
ing job with plenty of responsibili¬ 
ty? If so, the Aircraft Control 
Branch may be just what you are 
looking for. 

And being a relatively new 
branch, advancement prospects 
are above average. For further 
details see BR 1066 or contact the 
RN School of Helicopter Control 
at RNAS Yeovilton. 

Air Engineering Mechanics will 
be interested to know that the ros¬ 
ters for promotion to POAEM 
continue to be short or dry. 

A good number of candidates 
passed the October Provisional 
Examination and these will help to 
alleviate the current shortage. 

But the fact remains that, for 
LAEMs, who make the effort to 


become professionally qualified, 
there has never been a better time 
to achieve rapid promotion. 

The time and application 
required to study for the PE 
should not be underestimated, but 
the rewards and privileges of the 
higher rate are well worth the 
effort. 

At the Able Rate advancement 
rosters for all three trades are 
moving at a very reasonable pace, 
which should encourage AEMs to 
sit the PPE at the earliest opportu¬ 
nity. Once B13sare issued, ratings 
are drafted to LRQC in basic date 
order - there is no requirement to 
submit a C240 for this course. 

A temporary downswing in the 
requirement for AEMs is moving 
the category into minor surplus 


and the net result is that some 
AEMs may have to be used to fill 
gaps in other categories. 

This is unavoidable, but rest 
assured that every effort will be 
made to keep you ‘in preference’. 
This situation does, of course, pre¬ 
sent the opportunity for employ¬ 
ment in areas outside those nor¬ 
mally available to FAA ratings 

In Plymouth, for example, there 
is a shortage of Junior Rate volun¬ 
teers. If there arc other areas for 
which you wish to be considered, a 
C240 may bring about the desired 
result and, perhaps, prevent 
another rating receiving a non- 
preference draft. 

Because the number of AEMs 
awaiting a first sea draft continues 
to grow, the length of sea drafts 
has been reduced to 20 months to 
keep the waiting time for first sea 
drafts to a minimum. 

A further reduction may be nec¬ 
essary and. for the time being, 
applications for extension of sea 
service will not be approved. 





VOLUNTEER 
FOR PT JOBS IN 
SCOTLAND 



“I’m a club swinger, not a caber tosser! 
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Ships of the Royal Navy 


No 519 




• First of a new batch - Sand own 
class minehunter HMS Penzance. 


PENZANCE 


Fatal convoy for 
brave warship 


T he first hms 

Penzance was a sixth 
rate frigate of 24 guns, 
built in Shoreham in 1695. 

She served in home 
waters and off the Atlantic 
coast of Spain on blockade 
and convoy escort duties 
until she was sold in 1713. 

The second Penzance 
was a fifth rate frigate, car- 

3 ring 44 guns, built in 
hichester in 1747. 

In 1760 she sailed to 
Canada. She led a convoy 
up the St Lawrence, and 
her arrival in conjunction 
with other forces led to the 
surrender of Montreal. 

Penzance sailed for the 
West Indies in 1761 and 
took part in operations 
against French colonies, 
gaining a Battle Honour in 
1762, the year she paid off. 

The name was not 
revived until the launch of 
a Bridgewater-class sloop 
at Devonport in 1930. 


She served in the Red 
Sea and out of Mombasa 
until 1938, when she 
returned to the UK on fish¬ 
ery protection duties. 

The early part of the war 
was spent in Bermuda and 
the Caribbean until she 
was designated sole escort 
for an Atlantic convoy. 

On August 24 the convoy 
was intercepted by U-37, 
which torpedoed the sloop, 
breaking her in half. 

Penzance sank almost 
immediately with the loss 
of her Commanding 
Officer, five officers and 84 
ratings - a memorial 
stands in the cathedral at 
Port of Spain. 


BATTLE 

HONOURS 


Martinique.1762 

Atlantic.1940 


To order black and white postcards of the 
Ships of the Royal Navy' series please 
contact Sarah Geary in the Business 
Department on 01705 826040 


Early call on 
affiliated town 


W ITH less than a year 
behind her since she 
was commissioned by 
Princess Michael of Kent, 
HMS Penzance has already 
made a big impression on her 
affiliated town. 

The sixth of the Sandown-class 
minehunters - and the first of the 
Batch 2, with bigger engines and 
some modified equipment - visited 
Penzance in July, within two 
months of her commissioning. 

A week of social functions and 
media interest during the West 


Cornwall Maritime Festival gave 
the ship’s company plenty to do, 
and the vessel was able to demon¬ 
strate her manoeuvrability when 
she entered the harbour - there 
was barely 6ft either side of the 
hull at the lock gates, and she had 
to turn in a small space to reach 
her berth. 

The ship was open to visitors for 
eight hours during one day, and 
despite a 30-knot wind and torren¬ 
tial rain, more than 5.000 people 
queued for 40 minutes to go on 
board. 

Although entry was free, the 


ship raised £300 for charities by 
voluntary collections. 

Penzance conducted her first 
sea trials in June, in the Firth of 
Forth and off Plymouth, and there 
followed an eignt-week period of 
modifications and alterations in 
Southampton to complete the 
build process. 

Further trials on the minehunt¬ 
ing system (in Portsmouth), cali¬ 
bration trials on the Forth and 
noise trials on the Clyde means the 
ship has already steamed around 
5,(X)0 miles and put in more than 
500 hours at sea. 

Penzance officially joined her 
sister-ships in the Third Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron in 
Faslane on arrival in the Clyde in 
October, and that also marked the 
vessel’s first circumnavigation of 
Britain. 

With sea trials continuing, 
Penzance is expected to become 
operational at the end of this 
month, with the associated plea¬ 
sures of basic operational sea 
training. 

■ Sandown Cutaway - see cen¬ 
tre pages 


Facts and figures 


Class: Batch 2 Sandown-class 
single-role minehunter 
Pennant number: Ml06 
Builder: Vosper Thornycroft 
Launched: March 11, 1997 
Commissioned: May 14, 1998 
Displacement: 484 tonnes full 
Length: 52.5 metres 
Beam: 10.5 metres 
Draught: 2.2 metres 
Speed: 13 knots diesel, 6.5 
electric 


Complement: 35 
Machinery: Two Paxman Valenta 
diesels, two Schottel bow 
thrusters 

Minehunting system: Sonar 
2093 , NAUTIS M (the Naval 
Autonomous Tactical 
Information System for 
Minewarfare) and RCMDS 
(Remotely Controlled Mine 
Disposal System) 

Weapons: One 30mm gun 



!• An Avro Bison Mk II - not a pretty sight. 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 28 


Avro Bison 


THE LUMBERING and aptly named Avro 
Bison shared with the Blackburn 
Blackburn (January 1998 edition) the 
most unlikely lines of any carrier-borne 
aircraft. 

The spotter aircraft’s particular ugliness was 
born out of the requirement to provide a spa¬ 
cious cabin to house the observer and radio 
operator along with their equipment, chart 
table, etc. 

The pilot’s cockpit was at the top of the 
Bison’s hump’, with a line to the propeller 
boss of a drastic 45 degrees, which made it 
necessary to fit an aiming rod parallel with the 
line of flight to help during take-off and land¬ 
ing. 

Also available as a floatplane, the Bison first 
flew in 1921 and was used by the RAF as well 


as the Fleet Air Arm, who took delivery of a 
total of 53 Bisons - 12 Mk Is and 41 Mk lls. 

Bisons served with six Naval flights 
embarked at times on board the carriers HMS 
Furious and HMS Eagle. One RAF squadron - 
No.3 - was also equipped with the type, flying 
on coastal reconnaissance from Fort 
Brockenhurst, Gosport. 

The last Bisons in Naval service were 
replaced by Fairey IIIFs in 1929. 

The aircraft was powered by a 480hp Napier 
Lion engine giving a maximum speed of 
HOmph. Climb to 10,000ft took 24 minutes, 
service ceiling was 12,000ft and range 360 
miles. 

Armament comprised a forward-firing 
Vickers machine-gun and a Lewis gun in a rear 
cockpit. 



SHIP of the MONT 




HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR ‘SHIP OF THE MONTH* COLLECTION YET! 


For only £10.50 (£12.50 surface mail outside the UK) you can buy a twelve month subscription to Navy News ‘Ship 
of the Month’. This will deliver to your door a black and white postcard sized picture every month. 
The featured Ship for February is HMS Penzance, a Sandown Class Minesweeper. 

To keep your collection in perfect condition, £4.50 (inc P+P) will buy a beautiful Navy News Collectors Album. I 
With eighteen pages you will have plenty of space to display your postcards and to attach any notes you might 
want to make. 


Pictures can also be bought individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order £1.95) inc. P+P and there are over 500 
to choose from in our free list. 


Buy your subscription and album now and we will send you, absolutely free, a set of 
twelve assorted black and white postcards to get your collection started . 

/ 

To: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, POI 3HH 

Yes please! Add me to your ’Ship of the Month’ subscription list now. I enclose a cheque for £ . 


Name: 


Telephone No.: 


Address: 


.Postcode:. 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 
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Grey days 
at Trinco 


I READ with interest the letter 
from R.W. Deakin about the food 
in HMS Renown (October issue). 

He mentioned such things as 
bubble and saucak, tinned 
sausages, boiled beef etc. Such 
luxurious eating. I was stationed 
ashore at Trincomalee at this time 
at the Communications Camp at 
Yard Cove, working at NHQ. All I 
can remember getting for dinner 
was canned mutton stew (which 
was all grey water) and the First 
dehydrated potatoes which looked 
like uncooked chips only grey. 

The bread looked like currant 
loaf only they were insects, but we 
ate it just the same for the protein. 

We lived in thatched huts. No 
hot water but the cold was warm. 
Chemical toilets. The slightest cut 
or scrape would become infected. 
The beer was either Canadian or 
Australian. The ration varied but it 
was about three bottles every two 
weeks. The cigarettes were 
Canadian, too, as were the 
toiletries. 

I had arrived there when my 
ship went home in March 1944 
and left there the same way in 
September 1945 having travelled 
from Trincomalee to Colombo by 
train. 

We did not get anything to eat 
on the train on a trip that took 
over 20 hours. But no-one cared - 
we were on our way home. 

My next draft after leave? 
Where else - the Baltic in winter - 
J.Barker, Scarborough, Ontario. 

Tedworth’s 

chamber 

RE YOUR article saying HMS 
Penzance was the first vessel to be 
equipped with a compression 
chamber (November issue), HMS 
Tedworth was an old World War I 
minesweeper converted into a 
deep diving tender for the divers 
attached to Whale Island who in 
1938 were canning out 
experiments at Spithead and 
Inver ary. 

The vessel carried a 
submersible decompression 
chamber for retrieving divers 
beneath the surface and allowing 
them to decompress when brought 
inboard. - A.E.Pope, Liverpool 


Hood link with 
litanic sinking 
'laughable' 

I SERVED in HMS Hood as a seaman midshipman in 1932 and 1933 and again as an 
engineer officer from 1937 to December 1939 and so knew the ship fairly well. 


During her shortened refit 
and ‘modernisation' between 
January and August 1939 1 was 
in charge of her engineer's 
office, reporting to Lt Cdr 
Fogg-Elliott (lost in HMS 
Galatea) and Cdr, later Rear 
Admiral C. P. Berthon. For the 
first three months of the war, 
when Hood suffered bomb 
damage. I was ‘Upper Deck 
Damage Control Officer'. 

All three of us were in 
Alexandria when HMS Hood 
blew up and. without knowing 
precise details of how it happened^ 
except that the explosion took 
place near the mainmast, we all 
reached the same conclusion. 

Some years ago, when 
researching for my book The Man 
Around the Engine , I read closely 
the reports of the two Boards of 
Enquiry which I then felt did not 
satisfactorily set out the most likely 
sequence leading to the tragedy, 
although I think the second 
hazarded that perhaps the 4in 
(HA) magazine exploded First. 

During the 1939 refit the Small 
Arms Magazine immediately abaft 
the After Engine Room was 
converted into that new 4-in HA 
magazine. Although the new HA 
guns were not fitted until the later 
Malta refit. 

Omitting the fires on the upper 
deck resulting from a probable hit 


by the Prinz Eugen which were 
possibly due to the ignition of AA 
devices and ready use ammunition 
(assuming the upper deck boat 
petrol storage had been ditched) 
there has been little or no mention 
of the after engine room air supply 
and venting trunks, both just ford 
of the mainmast. 

Both of these, with armoured 
gratings coinciding with the (too 
lightly armoured) main deck led 
directly into the after engine room 
immediately for'd of this new HA 
magazine; by 1941 full of 
ammunition. 

A major explosion in the after 
engine room from a penetrating 
(armour piercing) shell from 
Bismarck would have ruptured the 
after bulkhead and set oft the II A 
magazine. This, in turn, would 
have ruptured the bulkhead into X 


Maunganui 



of mercy to 
Formosa 

1 READ with great interest the article Diary from Hell 
(December issue)". I myself witnessed the effects of incarceration 
on the island of Formosa, where the unfortunate POWs worked 
long hours in copper mines with very little food and for the sick 
little or no medical attention, with water at waist height and the 
temperature above the 100 mark. 

I was stationed aboard ship in a ship we then offered our services 


Turret 15-in magazine immediately 
abaft it, which would then have 
exploded, splitting the ship in two. 

All those of us who saw, even 
from afar, the explosion of the 15- 
in magazine in HMS Barham will 
agree, whatever metal or rivets 
were used in Hood’s building 
would have had no chance of 
containing a similar explosion. 1 
am afraid that any comparison 
with the sinking of Titanic, which 
has been made lately, is so far 
fetched as to be laughable. 

1 hope that my many friends 
whose names adorn the Southsea 
War Memorial will rest 
undisturbed. - Vice Admiral Sir 
Louis Le Bailly, St Tudy, Bodmin. 

•HMS Hood visiting Fre¬ 
mantle, Australia in 1924 
(Battye Library) See also letter 
on page 7. 


the fleet anchorage at Manus, an 
island in the Admiralty Group, 
when news came through of the 
possibility of the Japs 
surrendering. A lieutenant 
commander, four ratings and 
myself as Petty Officer were 
getting a Pier Head Jump to the 
northern port of Tcipci to take the 
surrender - but our operation was 
called off when it was realised that 
had we disarmed the Japs the 
Chinese on Formosa would have 
undoubtedly taken their revenge 
upon them. 

So we were directed to help in 
getting our POWs aboard the New 
Zealand hospital ship Maunganui. 
No-one was prepared for the sight 
we were about to witness, meeting 
up with our fellow countrymen 
who were really beyond 
recognition as young men. Men in 
their early or middle twenties 
looking like old men all suffering 
from more than one serious illness 
- beri-beri, dysentery, malnutrition 
and body sores from cuts or 
wounds that had not been treated. 

We commandeered what was 
needed to transport these very sick 
men, some could not walk, to the 
hospital ship, which was done on 
low loader railway trucks, making 
the camp guards do the donkey 
work. I must admit we gave them a 
rough time. 

Some of the POWs had 
collected little bundles of small 
personal belongings and these we 
stacked together and had 
transported by the guards, with a 
Jap sergeant who had been one of 
the cruel bastards doing most of 
the work. 

Once we had got them all 
aboard - some I’m sorry to say 
fighting for their lives - not having 
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to the Maunganui. I did a 12hr 
nightshift as telephone 
switchboard operator. 

I would like to pay tribute to all 
members of that hospital ship, 
both medical and crew, who 
brought such tender care to those 
fever-racked, ill-treated men who 
had iust been released from that 
hell-hole. 

I am a SSAFA caseworker and 
conditions on Formosa were 
brought home to me again when I 
recently visited a lady whose late 
husband had been a POW there. 
She mentioned that he had cut his 
hand so badly that it needed 
stitches. This was done by one of 
his fellow prisoners with needle 
and cotton. - A.W.Fishlock, 
Wolverhampton. 

Return to 
sender 

TO MY shame I lost all contact 
with the Royal Navy when I 
emigrated to Australia in 1960, but 
thanks to my brother Michael 
(Bob), also ex-RN, I have now 
been a subscriber to Navy News 
for the past 18 months. 

When each issue arrives I 
eagerly scan the pages for any 
mention of old shipmates, my past 
ships and shore establishments 
ana of course the latest 
advancements and developments 
in all phases of the Navy. 

I was very pleased and 
interested to see mention of HMS 
Girdle Ness in the October issue. 
Being a radio operator on the 
guided missile ship while she 
operated from Malta was an 
exciting period of my Naval service 
although it was strange to see 
many civvies on board a RN vessel 
at sea. We had many boffins on 
board. 

Some of the highlights, besides 
seeing and experiencing the 
missiles being launched, were 
watching films that had been 
retrieved from the sea after each 
firing, both from the missiles 
themselves and the Jindyvaks or 
drone aircraft. 

There was also the odd occasion 
when a missile decided, rather 
than be guided to its drone 
aircraft, it would prefer to return 
to the ship. It was a bit scary, but 
luckily there were no direct hits. 

It is wonderful how the Navy 
has been transformed since my 
day. Apart from the monumental 
changes in technology, there is 
also the changed attitude to the 
individual's quality of life. Thank 
goodness the two-and-a-half year 
draft which I experienced in 1952 
(wives and family excluded) and 
the onc-and-a-half year draft in 
1954, both at HMS Highflyer in 
Ceylon, are things of the dark and 
distant past. -'Tony Newman, 
Norman Park, Queensland. 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondents name 
and address, not nece¬ 
ssarily for publication. 
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Well-preserved in Oz 


I READ with interest R. Copperwaite’s 
letter (December issue) relating to his 
visit to the preserved RAN corvette 
HMAS Castlemaine at Williamstown, 
Victoria (shown above). Castlemaine 
has been superbly restored by hard¬ 
working volunteers from the Maritime 
Trust of Australia. 

In this photograph she is restored to her 
wartime appearance. Many ex-RN personnel 
will recall these "maids of all work" which 
served in the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the 
Mediterranean and even the Atlantic. They 
escorted convoys, carried out anti-subma¬ 
rine patrols, swept mines, ferried troops, 
bombarded enemy positions and carried out 
survey duties. 

The most striking thing about Castlemaine 
is just how small and cramped these gutsy 
little ships were by today’s standards. 
Affectionately known as a corvette, 
Castlemaine was commissioned in 1942 and 
was one of the 60 Bathurst-class ocean 
minesweepers built in Australia - 36 RAN, 20 
on RN account but Australian-manned, and 


four for the Royal Indian Navy. 

Postwar, some served in the navies of the 
Netherlands, Turkey, New Zealand, 
Indonesia and Bendigo - sold into merchant 
service, later appeared in the Chinese navy. 

Four were lost - Armidale (sunk by 
Japanese aircraft), Geelong and Wallaroo 
(both lost in collisions with US merchant 


ships) and Warrnambool (lost in 1947 while 
sweeping a wartime minefield. 

Castlemaine’s sister ship Whyalla is grad¬ 
ually being restored at Whyalla, South 
Australia and there have been a number of 
former RAN ships under preservation in 
recent times. They are the River-class friaate 
Diamantina (Brisbane), Daring-class 
destroyer Vampire (Sydney), Oberon-class 
submarine Ovens (Fremantle) and two 
Attack-class patrol boats, Advance (Sydney) 
and Ardent (Darwin). 

There are plans to preserve the submarine 
Onslow at the National Maritime Museum, 
Sydney when she pays off in 1999 along with 
a similar proposal for the guided missile 
destroyer Brisbane. - V. Jettery, RAN Public 
Affairs (Western Australia). 


j 



Letters 



When left 
meant right! 


IN THE film Titanic, as the iceberg is sighted on the starboard side the command given 
from the bridge is “hard to starboard”. Any sailor worth his salt would have expected the 
order to have been “hard to port”, thus to avoid and not to ram the iceberg. 


In his hook Anatomy of the 
Titanic, Tom McClusky, the 
director’s technical advisor, 
discusses the accuracy of this 
scene. In steamships, he 
argues, until it was changed 
around 1920, port meant right, 
starboard left. So on the 
Titanic on that ill-fated night, 
“hard to starboard” meant 
hard left and was the correct 
order. 

As to why steering commands 
were given in this way on early 
steamships, McClusky admits that 
he doesn’t know. My question is, 
while these conditions of steering 
commands existed in the Merchant 
fleet, did they also apply in the 
Royal Navy? - B.McCarthy, 
Southsea. 

Ernest Watson of Newcastle 
writes to explain that the Titanic 
was equipped with “tiller steering" 
whereby movement of the wheel 
in one direction caused the ship 's 
head to swing in the opposite 
direction. Hence the order “Hard 
to Starboard" meant the helms¬ 
man would spin the wheel to Port. 

The Oxford Companion to 
Ships and the Sea notes that this 
practice was universal until after 



World War I when some nations 
began to adopt the practice of 
relating helm orders to the rudder 
and no longer to the tiller so that 
an order of, for instance, " star¬ 
board 20" meant turning the 
wheel, the rudder and the ship 's 
head all to starboard. By the mid 
1930s all maritime nations had 
adopted this practice, which 
removed the anomaly of a navi¬ 
gator giving the order “port" when 
he wanted to turn the ship to star¬ 
board, and vice-versa. - Ed. 


Apollo 

I HAVE noticed that in 
your last two issues HMS 
Cavalier is credited as 
being the fastest ship in the 
Fleet.1 would like to dis¬ 
pute this. I think you will 
Find this honour goes to the 
fast minelayers. 

I served in HMS Apollo 
in World War II. We could 
go to 40 knots, sometimes a 
little more. - R.Thake, 
North Walsham, Norfolk. 


— 



Your favourite Country Club 



The fun’s so easy to find 

For a copy of our brochure, 

Call (01752) 848668 or 
Fax (01752) 848456 or 

E-mail: sales@china-fleet.co.uk 
Web Site: www.china-fleet.co.uk 

China Fleet Country Club, Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6U 


The glorious Tamar Valley, 
Dartmoor, Cornish beaches, 
Plymouth’s waterfront - they’re all 
just a stone’s-throw away from THE 
CHINA FLEET COUNTRY CLUB! 


But you may not want to leave, because 
there’s so much to enjoy! Swimming pools. Squash. Badminton. Fitness and Health 
Suites. Par 72. 18 Hole Golf Course. Golf Driving Range. Newly opened Creche and 
Bouncy Dragon Castle for the kids. Lounge Bar for the adults. Coffee lounge. The 
Farmhouse Restaurant. Fully fitted apartments with satellite TV! And so much more! 




Sftc 


Swim, eat and stay! 

Special inclusive rates for Naval personnel 
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Options 


ROIDERED OR PRINTEO CLOTHING FROM 

GALADRIEL 


POLO SHIRTS • T SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • SHORTS 
RUGBY SHIRTS • CAPS • PILOT SHIRTS • 
JOCKEY SHORTS BADGES AND MORE 
QUALITY MERCHANDISE FROM A QUALITY COMPANY: 


LOWEST PRICES & FASTEST DELIVERY GUARANTEED 
NO ARTWORK CHARGE 

• STAFFED BY EX SERVICE PERSONNEL • 


TEL 07971 587706 OR FAX 01283 532579 


FOR BROCHURES AND PRICES 





Would you like a Naval Penfriend? f write message here 
A ten word advertisement in this ! ! 

column costs from as little as £10. J . | 

Dub to great demand we can now accept • . i 

acMrtKwieiTts o( in to 15 vvoi^ In ttw penfrtend j 

section. Each adffitarei word cost! El. » . i 

HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your \ . ! 

message (MAX 15 WORDS) enclose J 

cheque PO for £10 (or more depending on the 1 . 

number of words) and send to: Penfriends’, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth P01 
3HH. Replies to your box number will be 
forwarded on daily. (Payment by credit 
card'switch please use coupon on page 4) 

HOWTO REPLY. Any person who writes to an advertiser 
must use a stamped envelope bearing the advertisers 
box number clearly In the bottom left hand comer. The 
letter should then be enclosed in a second envelope and 
addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 



SUZANNE 35, single parent, 
honest, happy. fun-loving. 

BOX FEB I 

JULIE - 5’3” dark hair - slim 40+ 
Looking for a neglected Naval 
Knight for friendship. BOX FEB 2 
TERESA, 37 5*3” seeks male 
penfriends, 40-ish. Honest, genuine, 
single mum. BOX FEB 3 
ALISON 5*11” attractive single 
mum, 27. seeks male/single 27-35. 
Friendship/romance. BOX FEB 4 
SOPHIE AND CAROLINE, 20. 
love socialising. If you enjoy a laugh 
please reply. BOX FEB 5 
I AM A single mum and would like 
to meet a penfriend. BOX FEB 6 
SINGLE 55YRS, many interests, 
4’8 /2”, well built, wiggles. 
BOX FEB 7 

POSH SPICE LOOKALIKE 
looking for a hunky guy. 
BOX FEB 8 

BRENDA 35 and independent. 
Seeks penfriend, reliable with 
GSOH. 35-40. BOX FEB 9 
ALISON, YOUNG 42, attractive 
VGSOH, no ties, varied interests. 
Seeks genuine penpal 36-40. 
BOX FEB 10 

JANET 44. Seeks male naval 
penfriends. GSOH. “Brighten my 
day”. BOX FEB 11 
ATTRACTIVE NAVAL LADY, 
house/car, widely travelled, enjoys 
socialising, to meet gentleman, for 
friendship. 66+. BOX FEB 12 
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 35 
Seeks tall Sailor/Marine with GSOH 
for correspondence. BOX FEB 13 
ALISON, 5FT, dark hair/eyes. 
Seeks penfriend 28-40 
for friendship/romance. GSOH 
essential. ALA. BOX FEB 14 
TALL, FIT CPO, 40. Enjoys life. 
Seeks outgoing witty penpal. 
BOX FEB 15 

BORED ONBOARD? Getting no 
mail? Contact bubbly female 25. 
Males 25-30 for friendship. 

BOX FEB 16 

SAILOR, 35, 6’I", single. Seeks 
lady for friendship/romance. ALA. 

BOX FEB 17 

PLEASE WRITE to my mummy. 
29-35 genuine servicemen (pref. no 
civilians). Thomas (7 months). 

BOX FEB 18 

LORRAINE 41, VGSOH. down to 
earth. Seeks male penpal. GSOH 
essential BOX FEB 19 
SOS, FEMALE needs rescuing 
from quiet life by Royal 
Marine/Sailor aged 45+. Photo 
appreciated. BOX FEB 20 
ATTRACTIVE LADY, 31, GSOH. 
Would love to hear from male 
Officer. BOX FEB 21 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted tor 
entry into the Navy News 
Penfriend Column are subjected to 
copy approval. 

Navy News reserves the right to 
make any amendments which it 
considers necessary or to edit copy 
which is in excess of the number 
of words paid for. 


FEMALE 39 - enjoys sport, 
fun. Seeks sincere penpal 
fricndship/romancc. BOX FEB 22 
PENPAL WANTED by intelligent, 
attractive, 40 year old lady. 
BOX FEB 23 

FEMALE GRADUATE, tall, 
brunette. 40. Enjoys swimming, 
dancing, restaurants. Seeks male 
penfriend of similar age. 

BOX FEB 24 

SUE • 37, would like to correspond 
with broadminded/imaginative 
sailor. BOX FEB 25 
CAROLINE 25. Seeks funloving 
sailor penpal for fun. friendship and 
letters. BOX FEB 26 


PERSONAL 


FORUM 40 

Friendship Club for forty-plus. 
Widen your circle of friends 
sharing hobbies, interests, 
travel, and romance - whatever 
you choose. Try us today. Life 
begins at Forum 40! 

FREE Details: Forum 40, 
PO Box 244, Stockbridge 
SO20 6WX. 

Telephone 01264 810407 

Due to a disruption of 
delivery services , Royal Mail 
regret that some mail 
addressed to Forum 40 may 
not have been delivered. This 
has now been rectified and 
Royal Mail apologises for 
any delays that may 
have occurred. 


STUDIO 2 

Suuna — Aroma massage — Jacuzzi. 
NEW PRIVATE MEMBERS BAR OPEN. 
_Mon-Sat lOam-midnight. 


Sun 1 lam-midnigln. 


FRIENDLY STAFF 



CalkS>|98B Kcyham Rd Plymouth 
(opposite St Levans Cate) 

01752 559955 

Visiting service tel: 0831 526664. 

PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, (A10) Chorley 
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155 
(24hours) 

MISCHIEVOUS, BUBBLY 22 
year old with a GSOH who enjoys 
socialising and R & B music. Seeks 
soul mate to have correspondence 
with. Serious relationship possible. 
BOX 9665 


Navy News Notice 
To Readers 

Tbt publish^* of Navy Newt cannot accopt 
responsibility lor the accuracy of any advertisement or 
lor any lOMfl suffered by any readers as a result. 
Readers ere strong'y recommended to make theta own 
enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any money or entering 
inlo any legally binding agreement 


Navy News Own Products 

II you are not satisfied with one of our own products sold 
through the paper, amply return «to us unused wetwi 14 
days and we w* replace it free o» charge or issue a fid 
refund (ndutfing postage) 

The guarantee does not affect your statutory rights 




First for 

naval 

nurse 

NAVAL nurse Alison 
Hofman is believed to be 
the first naval nurse to 
instruct a new entry class. 

The Petty Officer was also in 
charge of the guard at 
Cornwall 29 s passing out cer¬ 
emony at HMS Raleigh (right) 
where she proudly looked on 
as they were inspected by 
Commodore Graham Lock- 
wood. 



Engineer's 
could save 
£100,000 a 



Model boat builder 
begins ‘sea trials’ 


REMEMBER Arthur Baldwin - boat builder extraordinary of 
HMS Invincible? 

The model steamboat he was building when we featured him in Navy 
News during the ship’s Gulf deployment last year is now finished, and is 
pictured here undergoing ‘basin trials’ on board. 

Arthur, a CPOMEA, spent his pieces of wood, and I had to design 


off-duty hours in the ship con¬ 
structing a model Victorian river 
launch and hand-building the ves¬ 
sel’s working steam engine. 

“It’s taken me a year to build,” 
he said. “The guys in the section 
bought me the kit for my 50th 
birthday. It was very basic, just 


and build the miniature steam 
engine.” 

‘Sea trials’ in a pond showed the 
model exceeded his design specifi¬ 
cations. After taking eight minutes 
to raise steam the model can run 
for 25 minutes on 35cc of methy¬ 
lated spirits. 


idea 

MOD 

year 

A N IDEA by a 
Yeovilton aircraft 
engineer could 
save the MOD up to 
£100,000 a year. 

WOAEA Brian Johnstone 
came up with a new way of 
adjusting Sea Harrier Pegasus 
engines at the RN air station. 

The suggestion was made 
through the MOD’S GEMS sug¬ 
gestion scheme and it has 
attracted an immediate award 
of £500 while it’s full implica¬ 
tions are assessed. 

• Left: The award is presented 
by Flag Officer Naval Aviation, 
Rear Admiral Ian Henderson. 


Reservist 
earns a 
place at 
Dartmouth 

AB Nick West has achieved 
his ambition to train as a 
Naval officer after eight years 
in the Royal Naval Reserve. 

Nick, who joined the RNRat 16 
and has served with RNR Tyne 
and Wear, HMS Calliope. HMS 
Cambria and volunteered for sea 
drafts with HMS Newcastle and 
HMS Ark Royal, started at 
BRNC Dartmouth in January. 



• Nick West, who is training 
to be an RN officer after eight 
years in the RNR. 



Decoration for Cottesmore crew 


SAILORS in HMS 
Cottesmore have 
been awarded the 
General Service 
Medal Northern 
Ireland Clasp. 

Their latest patrol 
was HMS Cottes¬ 
more’s second since 
the vessel was convert¬ 
ed to the Northern 
Ireland role. 

A mass presentation 
of the medal was made 
on Cottesmore’s 
foc’sle by her 
Commanding Officer, 
Lt Cdr David Tarrant. 

• Right: Twenty two 
of Cottesmore's 
twenty six company 
are pictured with Lt 
Cdr Tarrant after the 
presentation. 
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People in the News 








In brief 


Admiral Nelson 
visits Victory 


The inquiry into the management of 

CARE OF CHILDREN RECEIVING COMPLEX HEART 
SURGERY AT THE BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY 


tepi 

LWTR Gary Pointer (centre) from DCS A Commcen Plymouth. 

Australian takes 
long look at RN 

AUSTRALIAN serviceman LSRO Stephen Bungy Williams 
is the latest to take advantage of a unique exchange pro¬ 
gramme with Britain. 

Stephen has been working at Devonport Naval Base as part of 
exercise Long Look, which aims to promote the exchange of 
ideas between the forces in Britain and Australia. 


The Fleet Accommodation 
Centre has become his tempo¬ 
rary home and he has been 
posted to the DCSA 
Communications Centre at 
nearby Mount Wise. 

As well as working at the cen¬ 
tre, LSRO Williams also spent a 
day in HMS Boxer to see the 
ship s Comms team being put 
through their paces, toured 
HMS Talent and visited the 
Damage Repair Instructional 
Unit at HMS Raleigh. 


LSRO Williams said: "It has 
been a once-in-a-lifetime oppor¬ 
tunity to work with another 
allied navy, especially one so 
far away. The contact I have had 
with serving members of the RN 
has been very positive.” 

At different times during his 
assignment, LSRO Williams 
was joined by compatriots 
POSY Col Scott and LSRO Kylie 
Costa-Cern who have been 
posted to HMS Collingwood 
and Faslane. 


Picture by CPO Fiona McKennue 


Award puts 
Paul on map 

NAVIGATIONAL work in 
Northern Ireland has 
earned Lt Paul Schreier 
a top award from the 
Navy’s Hydrographer. 

Lt Schreier (above) com¬ 
piled five volumes of pho¬ 
tos containing detailed 
navigational information 
while serving in HMS Arun. 

His efforts have earned 
him the Shadwell Prize 
from Rear Admiral John 
Clarke for the largest and 
most high quality range of 
work to be submitted in a 
year. 

Top job for 
Perowne 

VICE ADMIRAL James 
Perowne has been appoint¬ 
ed Deputy Supreme Allied 
(Commander Atlantic. 

He takes over the job in 
Norfolk. Virginia, USA. from 
Vice Admiral Sir Ian Garnett. 


F IRST aid training in 
the Navy meant that 
CPO Darren Bale 
knew exactly what to do 
when a Gosport man 
had a heart attack in the 
street. 

He was able to keep the 
man alive in the vital minutes 
before paramedics arrived on 
the scene by compressions on 
his chest and mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation. 

Chief Bales actions undoubt¬ 
edly helped to save the man's life, 
and have earned him a commen¬ 
dation from the head of 
Hampshire's Ambulance Service. 

In a letter to his Commanding 
Officer, CINCIBERLANT’s 
Commodore Geoffrey Edwards, 
Chief Ambulance Officer Richard 
Mawson said: “CPOWTR Bale 
was instrumental in saving the life 
of a member of the public who 
had collapsed in Gosport. 


• LIFESAVER: CPO Bale , who 
kept a heart attack victim alive 
until paramedics arrived. 

“Whilst waiting for the para¬ 
medic ambulance crew to arrive, 
CPO Bale carried out cardio pul¬ 


monary resuscitation. Without his 
quick response, it is believed that 
tne patient would have had a 
much-reduced chance of sur¬ 
vival.” 

The letter of commendation 
was sent last summer but CPO 
Bale’s posting to Commander In 
Chief Iberian Atlantic (CIN- 
CIBERLANT) in Portugal 
meant that its presentation had 
to be delayed by six months. 

Commodore Edwards, who 
made the presentation on 
Mr Mawson’s behalf, said: 
“Chief Petty Officer Bale s 
actions were entirely In 
character and highlight 
only too clearly the value 
of the Royal Navy first aid 
refresher training that he 
had undertaken the previ¬ 
ous year. 

“What he did on that day was 
worthy of the highest praise.... 
and this is an important 
reminder of how vital first aid 
can be in these situations.” 


LORD NELSON’S Battle of Trafalgar flagship HMS Victory 
echoed to the sound of another Admiral Nelson being 
piped aboard recently. 

The VIP was Vice Admiral Richard Nelson, Surgeon General of 
the United States Navy. 

During the visit Admiral Nelson, whose full title is USN Medical 
Corps Surgeon General of the Navy and Chief, Bureau, Medicine 
and Surgery, was accompanied by Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
John Brigstocke. 

After being piped aboard and met by Victory’s CO, Lt Cdr Frank 
Nowosielski, Admiral Nelson enjoyed a fascinating tour of the 
ship which included the spot where Lord Nelson was mortally 
wounded and below decks where the hero breathed his last. 


The Bristol Royal Infirmary 
Inquiry, which is examining 
the management of the care 
of all complex children's 
heart surgery cases at the 
hospital between 1984 and 
1995 is now underway, after 
being formally launched at a 
preliminary hearing. 

The Inquiry wishes to hear 
from the families of any 
children who had complex 
heart surgery at the BRI 
between the above dates and 
from people who may have 
an interest in the work of the 
Inquiry team and who want 
to make a contribution. 

If you have not previously 
been in contact with the 
Inquiry then please get in 
touch, in the first instance, 
with the Secretary, 

Una O'Brien, Room LG07, 
Wellington House, 


135-155 Waterloo Road, 
London SE1 8UG. 

All initial contacts with the 
Inquiry office will be treated 
as confidential. 

The Inquiry team's e-mail 
address is 

inquiry@doh.gov.uk You can 
fax the team on 
0171 972 4602 or telephone 
on 0845 3000 613 

(calls charged at local rate). 
The Inquiry's terms of 
reference and other relevant 
information can be found on 
an Internet website: 
www.Bristol-lnquiry.org.uk/ 

The Inquiry team is currently 
gathering evidence in 
preparation for the start of 
full public hearings which will 
be held in both Bristol and 
London and are scheduled to 
start in March this year. 


Chief's prompt 
action helps to 
save man's life 


• American Admiral Richard Nelson on board Horatio Nelson s Trafalgar flagship, HMS Victory. 























































THINGS looked a hit rocky on 
hoard HMS Lancaster recently - 
hut a cheque for nearly £5(X) had 
everyone smiling at the end. 

The Rocky in question is the 
mascot of the Portsmouth 
Hospitals appeal for a £1.5 million 
kidney dialysis unit. 

Rocky Appeal co-ordinator 
Mick Lyons collected the £470 
from the ship, the result of various 
fund-raising events organised hy 
the ship’s company - including a 


HARD work by RN Reservists 
during the International 
Festival of the Sea paid divi¬ 
dends for a charity which 
helps children with hearing 
disabilities. 

Volunteers from HMS King 
Alfred, the Portsmouth RNR 
unit at Whale Island, came 
second in the IFOS competi- 


100-mile run as the ship crossed 
the Atlantic. 

SA Paul Bennion’s two-year-old 
daughter Maisie suffers a kidney 
condition, and will need dialysis. 

Mick Lyons also laid down a 
challenge for other Portsmouth- 
based Navy ships - try to beat 
Lancaster's fund-raising efforts, 
and there will be a special plaque 
to show for it. 

For more details on the Rocky 
Appeal, telephone 01705 286487. 


tion for programmes sold. 

The sailors sold more than 
£23,000 of programmes during 
the summer festival. 

The team decided to follow 
a long Naval tradition by using 
their £300 prize to help others, 
and gave it to the Elizabeth 
Foundation, based at the 
Queen Alexandra Hospital. 


• Hat trick - 19-month-old Chloe Ray tries out some Naval 
headgear, assisted by HMS King Alfred members PO Comms 
George Blackamore (left) and CPOWTR Paul Hutton . 

Picture LA{PHOT) Steve Wood (SFPU) 


^Chiefs support 

Haven children 

MEMBERS of the CPOs’ mess of HMS 
Gloucester raised more than £1,400 for a 
special needs assessment unit in Gosport. 

Mess members adopted the Haven Early 
Years Centre as their charity when Abigail 
Porteous (3), daughter of one of their mem¬ 
bers, was diagnosed as autistic. 

The money was used to buy a computer, 
supplied at a much reduced price by Tesco 
at North Harbour in Portsmouth. 

Head of unit Karen Hooper said the equip¬ 
ment and software will present new educa¬ 
tional opportunities for the children. 

• “Let me show you... ” - CPOWEM Nigel 
Taylor (top) and CPOMEA Russ Porteous. 
are given a demo by Megan Philps (3) at the 
\Haven Centre, picture lw(phot) Chris wood (SFPU) 


Frigate issues challenge 


To Navy News, Business Manager, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hampshire, England P01 3HH 

Please send me a Navy News hot of the press every month. I would like the subscription 
for UK at the special rate of 1 year £15 □ 2 years £27 □ 3 years £39.50 □ 

OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL INCLUDING REPUBLIC OF IRELAND, EUROPE, 
CANADA, USA & AUSTRALIA 1 year £18.50 □ 2 years £32 □ 3 years £46 □ 

AIR MAIL PRICES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

Payment hy Cheque!Switch or International Money Orders in £ Sterling and drawn on Ck hank is enclosed 
OR pay by Credit Card (Credit Card orders must he over £5) using the Coupon on Page 4 
Due to administration costs, a refund cannot be given if the subscription is cancelled during the first two years. 

This is a new subscription [__ Renewed subscription 

y^Please start subscription from month . 


• Top draw - TV presenter Philippa Forester and Merbear prepare 
to pick the winning tickets for the KGFS 1998 raffle at the London 
Boat Show. Also pictured (from left) are Capt Peter Mansfield 
(KGFS Director Fundraising), David and Jonathan Bunn of 
Hydropool Spas, and Alex Clouter of Suzuki GB. 


A YOUNG cancer victim from 
Derry, prevented from joining the 
Royal Marines by his illness, has 
realised an ambition by playing 
with their band. 

Ross Wilson (20) is well on the 
way to recovery following testicu¬ 
lar cancer, but internal scar tissue 
means he will not be medically fit 
enough to join the elite unit. 

But to help him to get over the 
disappointment the Army helped 
organise a visit to 42 Commando 
RM in South Armagh. 


Ross played drums during a 
Christmas concert at the 
Bessbrook base. 

“I have always regarded the 
Royal Marines band as the best in 
the world. To get this opportunity 
to meet them, let alone play with 
them, has been a brilliant 
Christmas present,” he said. 

A band spokesman said: “We 
are absolutely delighted to have 
afforded Ross this opportunity to 
play. He is, according to the band¬ 
master, a very talented drummer.” 


Options 
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Great eight run 

A GREAT run by eight petty 
officers from HMS Illustrious 
raised £800 for Greenwood 
Primary School for children 
with special needs in Salford. 

The eight - POWTR Kev 
Norwood, POMEM Hcwy 
HewgilJ, PO(METOC) Andy 
Founds, POMEM Dicky Dyson, 
POMEA Tommo Thompson, 
POWEA Gordy Hyslop. POCA 
Titch Hodgkinson and 
POMEM Charlie Rich, all from 
6P POs Mess - took part in the 
Great South Run. 

Grand marathon 

A TEAM of 14 runners and 
two cyclists from HMS 
Invincible completed a four- 
day, 250-mile marathon in 
time to present a £1,000 
cheque to the Mayor of 
Durham before a celebrity 
football match in the city. 

Cancer cash 

ALMOST £250 from the ship’s 
company of HMS Richmond - 
plus a donation from ships' 
cleaners Care Services - 
enabled CCWEA Phill Travers 
to raise £378 for the Cancer 
Research Campaign in the 
Gosport Half Marathon. 

More than enough 

THE WARRANT Officers 
and Senior Rates' Mess at 
HMS Dryad have provided 
a new spirometer for the 
cystic fibrosis unit at 
Southampton General 
Hospital - with enough left 
to buy more. 

Plea for help 

A GROUP which runs a centre 
for the blind needs help in 
keeping the centre going. 

The Portsmouth Association 
for the Blind - which produces 
tapes of Navy News - would 
like to hear from any ships or 
sailors who can help - contact 
Miss Patricia Robinson on 
01705 661717 or 783666. 

Hospice visit 

NAVY firefighters have pre¬ 
sented a Cornish hospice 
with a cheque for £1,000. 

Staff from the Firefighting 
School at HMS Raleigh vis¬ 
ited the Little Bridge House 
in Barnstaple, a “home from 
home” for terminally-ill chil¬ 
dren, to present the cheque. 

The cause is particularly 
dear to the heart of OM 
Michael Hamilton, whose 
two-year-old son Luke 
attends the school. 

Lightship work 

A TEAM from HMS 
Illustrious helped restore the 
colour to their ship's affiliated 
Sea Cadet Corps lightship TS 
Colne Light in Colchester. 

The team - MEMs Nelson, 
Walker. Childs, Henson and 
CH Dickens - spent a weekend 
carrying out urgent preserva¬ 
tion work, painting and repairs. 


Drummer’s wish comes true 


Subscribe to 

aw News 


Name. 

Address. 

Post Code. 

Telephone No 


>1 Subscription means you will be: 

• First to see the latest Navy News 
from around the world 

• First to receive Special Offers 

• Your copy is delivered to your 
door, hot off the press 


Special New Year 
Offer 

Children’s T Shirt 
Enclose this advertisement with your 
remittance and Get A Free T-Shirt 
with a Two or Three year subscription 
Popular cotton T Shirts with flag and 
ship design on the front 
Sizes 22ins - 32ins 

P/ease state size preferred plus an alternative 
Stocks are limited so send your subscription 


FORCES AND 
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 
WOUNDS, DISEASES, NOISE DEAFNESS, 
INJURIES OR ANY OTHER CONDITIONS AS 
A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? 

IF SO YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

COMPENSATION 


TO FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY, CONTACT: 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LIMITED 

TEL: 0500 222 022 (FREEPHONE) 


MARSH HOUSE 
92a MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOORENDS 
DONCASTER 
DN84SZ 

ESTABLISHED 1988 


Debut for Merbear 
at car raffle draw 


A SPECIAL seafaring mascot 
has made its debut for King 
George’s Fund for Sailors. 

Merbear helped TV presenter 
Philippa Forrester draw the win¬ 
ning tickets for the KGFS 1998 raf¬ 
fle at the London Boat Show. 

Top prize in the raffle was a 
Special Edition 4x4 Vitara, donat¬ 
ed by Suzuki GB. 

Around £30,000 was raised by 
the raffle - a handy contribution to 
the total amount of £2,964,840 dis¬ 
tributed by the seafarers’ charity 
last year. 

Almost £1.5 million of the total 
was distributed to Royal Navy 
charities. 


Merbear has been created as a 
character figurehead for KGFS 
activities, and it is hoped that it will 
generate interest from youngsters. 

The bear will also be used to 
help focus attention on how 


dependent we are on seafarers in 
daily life. 

Merbear is currently a collec¬ 
tors’ limited edition in mohair and 
satin, and is available for sale with 
profits going to KGFS. 
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• DOUBLY BLESSED: Cdr Steve Kenny , commanding officer of HMS Newcastle, with LS(EW) Mark 
Bickerstaffe (left) and baby Jordan ana LWEM(O) Stuart Thompson and Chloe - a rare double chris¬ 
tening on board one of HM ships. 


(%i 

Options 


• A warm welcome from two local lovelies for OM Eric Taylor on 
the quayside at Newcastle - where HMS Newcastle (right) berthed 
for a six-day visit. 


J UST before her surprise deployment to the 
Gulf in support of HMS Invincible last month, 
HMS Newcastle paid her first visit to her name¬ 
sake city since her rededication 18 months 
ago - and enjoyed a warm Geordie welcome. 


It came at the end of a 
busy year which had seen 
the Type 42 destroyer con¬ 
ducting anti-drugs and 
humanitarian operations in 
the Caribbean, followed by 
an intensive maintenance 
period and a successful 
operational sea training 
programme. 

She had a fabulous berth by 
the historic quayside, with the 
Tyne Bridge offering an 
impressive backdrop, so 
ensuring the Royal Navy took 
centre stage in the heart of the 
city. 

The visit proved to be 
extremely popular with the 
local community and the media 
gave wide coverage to all the 
arranged events - while the 
recent relaxation in uniform 
allowed many of the crew to 
have a run ashore in uniform. 

Royal Naval Reserve person¬ 
nel from HMS Calliope took full 
advantage to promote the role 
of the RNR and Hebburn and 


Jarrow Sea Cadets were highly 
praised for their support when 
the ship was open to the pub¬ 
lic. 

Mobile recruiting units set up 
on the jetty were there to 
ensure that visitors were kept 
fully informed of the RN’s work 
worldwide. 

The six-day stay saw a 
steady stream of events, with a 
continuous programme of 
organised groups from 
schools and potential officer 
and artificer candidates being 
shown around. 

A cheque for £2,100, money 
raised for the ship’s main char¬ 
ity, the Percy Hedley School for 
special needs children, was 
resented to the headmaster 
r Norman Stromsoy. 

HMS Newcastle’s soccer 
team met children from the 
school when the Scottish and 
Newcastle Brewery, prime 
sponsors of Newcastle United, 
held a Christmas party for them 
and for members of the 
Newcastle United Disabled 




Supporters Club. 

The event coincided with 
NUFC’s Player of the Month 
award, which went to goalkeep¬ 
er Shay Given. Team managers 
Ruud Gullit and CCMEA Vince 
Burdett were seen in earnest 
conversation regarding tactics 
while England Captain Alan 
Shearer signed autographs 
and offered his own words of 
advice to HMS Newcastle’s in- 
house soccer stars. 

C-in-C Fleet Admiral Nigel 
Essenhigh made his first visit 
to the ship and witnessed a 
careers forum presentation to 
school and university careers 
advisors. 

One of the highlights of the 
visit was a double christening 
ceremony on board - some¬ 
thing of a rare event. What 
made it all the more special 
was the fact that both sets of 
parents were local to the 
Northeast and to Newcastle. 

LWEM(O) Stuart Thompson 
and his girlfriend Rachel Kay 


were there with their two-week 
old baby girl Jordan, as were 
LS(EW) Mark Bickerstaffe, wife 
Carolyn and daughter Chloe for 
a ceremony conducted by for¬ 
mer Navy chaplain the Rev 
Roger Cutler - and witnessed 
by a large crowd gathered in 
the ship’s hangar and on the 
jetty, filmed by local TV. 


• NEWCASTLE SIGNINGS: England Captain Alan Shearer 
adds his name to hats inscribed by Newcastle United players 
for SA Craig Dixon (left) and LWEM Stuart Thompson. 


trasi r 

Reputed to be the easiest 
watch in the world to read 
in low light conditions... 
even in total darkness. 


...the ultimate Forces watch 


iraser light source guaranteed lor 10 years without 
using.batteries, buttons or exposure to ffghl. 

• Watpr resistant to 200m 

• Manufactured in Switzerland. 

- US-MtL-SPEC: MIL-\^-46374F J 
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First sailors notified of requirement to take new fitness test 


Options 


..jard will 


merchant shipping organisations, 
who are finding it increasingly dif¬ 
ficult to maintain officer levels. 

The spokesman said that the 
RFA was taking a number of initia¬ 
tives to correct the problem, 
including: 

• Putting a record number of 
cadets through maritime training 
at colleges in South Tyneside, 
Glasgow and Warsash - #8 at pre¬ 
sent 

• Encouraging ratings to qualify 
as officers 

• Directly recruiting and training 
its own communications ratings, 
who train alongside Naval recruits 
at I IMS Collingwood. 

Diligence’s programme resumes 
this month with a role as mother 
ship to MCMVs or submarines on 
deployment, while Olwen’s pro¬ 
gramme after March has yet to be 
determined. 

Admiral calls 

THE COMMANDER of the US 
version of the RFA has paid a visit 
to his British counterpart. 

Vice Admiral James B Perkins 
III. Commander of the US 
Military Sealift Command, had 
talks with Commodore RFA, 
Commodore David Squire, at the 
RFA’s Portsmouth headquarters. 

He also watched training and 
exercises, visiting the new 
Strategic Lift Ship RFA Sea 
Centurion and seeing RFA Fort 
George at sea off Plymouth. 

The MSC comprises 39 ships, 
compared to the RFAs 22. 


0171 940 2318 
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A RECORD number of officer 
cadets in training should ease 
current Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
manpower shortages. 

The RFA. a civilian-manned 
organisation which supports and 
supplies Roval Navy ships around 
the world, is 85 officers short of its 
full complement of 885 - the main 
problem area being deck officers - 


and there is also a shortfall in com¬ 
munications ratings. 

This lack of personnel, and the 
fact that there is no immediate 
tasking, has left tanker RFA Olwen 
in Portland in a state of extended 
readiness until March, and repair 
ship RFA Diligence in the same 
state at Faslane until this month. 

An RFA spokesman said they 
were in the same position as other 


Fort George gets 

Phalanx 


Annington Homes offers a wide range of two, three, four and 
five bedroom properties in England and Wales, which have been improved 
and upgraded to varying standards. These houses were built when homes 
had more space . . . inside and out. 

We offer former and serving members of the forces, preview information, 
forces preview days and special military discounts . 

For further information and to register your interest, please telephone 


• New gun - forward Phalanx 
system mounted on bridge 
roof of RFA Fort George. 


ONE-STOP RFA ship Fort 
George has left refit on 
Tyneside with new self-defence 
capability - two Phalanx close- 
in weapons systems, as fitted 
in RN destroyers. 

One is fitted on the bridge 
roof, forward, and the other on 
the hangar roof aft. 

The system locks on to and 
shoots down missiles at close 
range, with a firing rate from 
the 20mm Vulcan cannon of 
around 3,000 rounds a minute. 

Fort George is currently 
undergoing operational sea 
training, and the first firings of 
the Phalanx system were 
believed to be the first by a 
civilian-manned ship. 

Sister ship RFA Fort Victoria 
will also get Phalanx during 
her refit at Rosyth, beginning 
this month. 


• Fit to be tested - LPT Al Holl puts some of the ship s company of HMS Gloucester (including CO Cdr Tim Fraser, centre) through their paces on the flight deck. 

your marks... 


promote 
road safety 

AN ANNUAL Defence 
Road Safety Award is 
being introduced to help 
combat the biggest single 
cause of death in the 
Services - road accidents. 

In 1997-98 63 Ministry of 
Defence personnel died as a 
result of road accidents, 
accounting for half the total 
number of MOD deaths. A fur¬ 
ther 90 people were invalided 
out of the Services due to 
road-accident injuries. 

The aim of the award 
scheme is to promote safe 
driving standards and 
reward effective road safety 
initiatives. 

A Guild of Experienced 
Motorists silver rose bowl 
will be awarded each year to 
a unit, station or establish¬ 
ment. 

The bowl has been donat¬ 
ed by the RAF and will be 
resented by the Central 
tanding Committee on 
Road Safety. 

Nominations are to be 
submitted by April 30 each 
year. 

Details appear in Joint 
Services Defence Council 
Instruction 285/98. 


Cargo of books 

SCHOOL books were among the 
cargo carried by RFA Sea 
Crusader when she sailed from 
Marchwood to Split in Croatia. 

The 30 boxes of books, donated 
by schools and libraries in south¬ 
east Hampshire, were gathered in 
a project organised by Derrick 
Parker, a part-time lecturer in fur¬ 
ther education. 

The books are bound for the 
Marina Drzica School, Dubrovnik. 


On 

THE FIRST sailors to test 
their fitness have been noti¬ 
fied - but there is still no need 
to panic, according to the 
team behind the initiative. 

From April 1 under-25s will be 
required to take the compulsory 
stamina test - a 2.4km run or 
multi-stage shuttle run (“bleep 
test”) - with the nominal test 
date falling on their birthday. 

RNFT Officer Lt Graham 
Cooke said: “I do not want people 
receiving that notification with 
their pay statement to say: This is it 
- it’s the end of the world. 

“If they think they have got a 
concern over whether they will 
pass they should contact their club- 


swinger or PT office.’’ 

He said the fullest support and 
guidance will be available to all PT 
staff and unit testing officers. 

“Fitness testing officers will 
need to show some discretion to 
decide whether a test is appropri¬ 
ate or not,” said Lt Cooke. 

“If it’s a howling gale, or very 
hot overseas, an element of discre¬ 
tion will be needed.” 

Everyone - officers and ratings, 
male and female, though not Royal 
Marines - must take the RNFT. 

Candidates will be officially 
informed of their nominal test date 
- their birthday - 90 days before¬ 
hand, and they will have a window 
of 30 days either side of that date 
to actually take the test. 


People in ships or submarines on 
long deployments may be granted 
an exemption until a more suitable 
occasion. 

Tlie choice between the 2.4km 
run and multi-stage shuttle run - 
the ‘bleep test’ - may be con¬ 
strained by circumstance; on 
deployment, for example, a bleep 
test may be held on a jetty, as it can 
be staged within a 20-metre space, 
so no run would be available. 

Fitness testing may be 
carried out at sea provid¬ 
ing it is strictly in accor¬ 
dance with the testing pro¬ 
tocols and that weather 
conditions allow. 

In the first year, up to 1().(MM) 
people arc likely to be tested, with 
establishments such as HMS 
Collingwood processing up to 300 
and a destroyer between 50 and 60. 

“If someone does not achieve 
the standard, they will immediately 
be given a short health and fitness 
appraisal and advised on how they 
can make a few changes to their 
lifestyle - perhaps take brisk walks, 
cut down on cigarettes and drink,” 
said Lt Cooke. 


“They will receive a sympathetic 
approach, and there will be ample 
opportunity to address their fitness.” 

The testing procedure has safety 
checks built in - all personnel must 
fill in health questionnaires before 
training for the test, and again 
before taking the test. 

Personnel with serious doubts 
about their medical condition 
before taking the RNFT will have 
the opportunity to visit the sick bay 
for advice and check-up. addition¬ 
ally testing will not be carried out 
on anyone who the PT Instructor 
believes is not fit enough to test. 


“It’s all about educating people 
people into a healthier lifestyle,” 
said Lt Cooke. 

The second phase of the RNFT, 
the task-related test, will be added 
to the programme next year - an 
age and gender-free task related 
test will have to be passed as well 
as the stamina element. 

• Everyone joining the Navy cur¬ 
rently is being issued with training 
shoes suitable for the RNFT 
As those already serving become 
eligible to take the test, they can go 
to their stores where they will be 
issued with the training shoes. 


LET’S LIVE 
TOGETHER 


Dates and standards 


INTRODUCTION DATES: 

Under-25: from April 1, 1999 
Under-30: from April 1,2000 
Under-35: from April 1,2001 
Under-40: from April 1,2002 
Over-40: from April 1, 2003 
Over-50s may carry out the 
RNFT on a voluntary basis. 
STAMINA STANDARDS: 
2.4km run: Male U-25: 
11 mins 13secs; Female U-25: 


13mins 15secs Male U-30: 
11 mins 38secs; Female U-30: 
13mins 50secs 

Bleep test: Male U-25: Level 
9, Shuttle 10: Female U-25: 7 - 
03; Male U-30: 9 - 03; Female 
U-30: 6 - 07 

Standards for Over-30s yet 
to be evaluated. The stamina 
test for Over-40s is likely to 
be a cycle ergometer test. 
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Options 



Published for the first time as a superb quality fine art lithograph, 
Turner’s great tribute to Nelson’s outstanding victory at Trafalgar. 


THE BATTLE OF 


TRAFALGAR 21 october 805 



}MW Turner RA 1775-1851 

A gainst the superior 
. numbers of the combined 
French and Spanish fleets, 

Nelsons stunning victory at 
Trafalgar secured England’s 
master}' of the seas and dashed 
forever Napoleon’s hopes of 
invading Britain. 

Commissioned by George IV 
for St James’ Palace, Turner’s vast 
canvas treats the scene of the battle 
on the epic scale which its 
significance demanded. The 

painting is now available for the first time as 
a beautifully mounted and framed 

lithograph, measuring a full 33 x 26 inches. 
Limited to just 5,000 copies 
Published in association with The 
National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, 
where the original painting is now on view, 
this superb edition has been strictly limited 
to just 5,000 copies. 

Craftsman mounted & framed 
To ensure preservation each lithograph is 



Horatio, Lord Nelson 
1758-1805. His 
heroic victory and 
ultimate sacrifice 
saved the nation from 
the threat of French 
invasion. 


THE NATIONAL 

mounted with acid free 
museum quality ivory board and 
decorated with hand drawn 
keylines. The stylish gilded frame 
has been specially selected to suit 
almost any setting and is 
constructed to order by a master 
craftsman. On the reverse of each 
picture is a hand numbered and 
signed certificate of authentication 
and provenance from The National 
Maritime Museum. 

An outstanding offer 
to collectors 

Request a prospectus now and 
we will immediately reserve a 
lithograph and allocate a limited 
edition number in your name for 
14 days without obligation. This 
will give you the opportunity to 
study the detailed prospectus at 
leisure. The publishers then invite 
you to apply for this edition at the 
special collectors’ price of £195 - 


MARITIME MUSEUM 


Framed size 33 x 26 inches 


1 



The most gified and 
patriotic artist of his 
day, JMW Turner 
was chosen by King 
George IV to paint 
this epic sea battle. 


a saving of £39 when you order and pay 
in full. Alternatively you may subscribe 
to the edition in 12 convenient monthly 
instalments of just £19.50. 

Free archive copy of The Times 
When you order The Battle of Trafalgar 
framed lithograph, you will also be sent a 
superbly reproduced archive copy of The 
Times dated 7th November 1805, when 
news of Nelson’s victory was relayed to the 
British people for the first time. 

Simply complete the priority reservation 
form and post to the address 
shown, or call 01242 260261 now 
to request your prospectus and 
reserve the edition. Telephone 
Lines arc open 24 hours. 

Overseas enquiries are welcome 
and we arc happy to quote for 
delivery anywhere in the world. 
Send for your free colour 
prospectus now and reserve the 
edition for 14 days, entirely 
without obligation. 



□ 


PRIORITY 
RESERVATION FORM 

Post to: The Battle of Trafalgar, 
International Art Editions 
FREEPOST GL1950, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL52 6BR 


I would like to inspect Turners 
Battle of Trafalgar more fully. 

Please send me a free Prospectus now, together with 
details of how to order. 

I understand that you will reserve the edition in my name 
without obligation for 14 days, so that I may study the 
Prospectus in detail. 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial_ 


Surname.. 


Address 


International Art Editions, Saxon House, Saxon Way, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL52 6QX 


Postcode. 







































































York celebrates 


freedom of 



SAILORS from HMS York have been exercising their 
rights as Freemen of the city of York. 

The Ship's Company, whose vessel was berthed in Hull s 
King George Dock, marched through the streets with colours 
flying, drums beating and bayonets fixed. 


Illustrious trials computer trainer 


TRIALS on a new computer-based training system are 
under way in HMS Illustrious. 

Three new personal learning centres (PLCs) have been 
installed in the carrier, offering a wide range of interactive learn¬ 
ing packages to members of the Ship s Company. 


The machines were installed by the Naval Support Command 
Training Organisation at the end of last year. 

Demand for the facilities is expected to be strong, and if the 
trials are successful, the use of personal learning centres could 
be extended to many more ships in the Fleet. 


Cyber clubs go on 
line @ HMS Drake! 

H MS DRAKE is 
breaking new 
ground as the first 
Naval establishment to 
offer unlimited access 
to the Internet. 

By the beginning of 
February, HMS Drake will 
have set up three new 
cyber clubs’ in the estab¬ 
lishment, in the wardroom, 
senior rates mess and the 
Old Post Office. 

Servicemen who want to 
surf the net will be charged a 
minimum of £10 per month, 
but in return they will receive 
unlimited log on time and 
Internet access. 

The Plymouth establish¬ 
ment is hoping that the open¬ 
ing of the three new cyber 
clubs will encourage other 
units to follow suit. 

To find out more about the 
service, contact the Cyber 
Club, The Old Post Office, 

HMS Drake, ext 68341. 


• CYBER CREW: PO Alan Eling, LS Chris Blockley and CPO Gary Leaver prepare to surf the net. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Paul Smith. 




There's already a waiting list - if you 
want to add your name , 
you need to call us now!.,. 
That's the Prowting Promise 


The Prowting Promise... 

Luxury new development of three, four and 
five bedroom homes situated within a sought 
after location 

Each home offers a superb specification 
including central heating and double glazed 
windows 

Fitted kitchens with oven, hob and extractor 
hood and stylish bathrooms 

Home Exchange available - We’ll consider 
buying your existing home (subject to status) 


KINGS HILL • ELBURTON 

CALL VAL WILSON OR LINDA RAMSEY 
TO RESERVE A COPY OF THE BROCHURE 

TELEPHONE 01752 691048 

Email: swsalcsia'prowtinghomes.com 


PROWTING 

HOMES 


wnw.prowtinghomes.com 


/u^omlse 


ILLUSTRATION SHOWS A TYPICAL PROWTING HOME 
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Cromer deemed surplus 


ONE OF the Navy’s most 
advanced warships is due to be 
taken out of service within 
three years. 

Sandown-class minehunter 
HMS Cromer is expected to be 
decommissioned in 2001 as a con¬ 
sequence of last year s Strategic 
Defence Review, following a 
change in the level of requirement 
for such ships. 

With newer Batch 2 Sandowns 
being built by Vosper Thornycroft, 
Cromer was deemed to be surplus 
to requirements, said a Ministry of 


Defence spokesman. 

He said they would seek the 
most cost-effective means of dis¬ 
posal of her, which will probably 
mean she will be sold. 

She will undergo some work to 
keep her operational until she is 
paid off, but that will fall short of 
the full refit she would have under¬ 
gone next month had she remained 
in service. 

Cromer, which displaces 484 
tonnes, was launched in 1990, and 
with sister ship HMS Bridport was 
the first Sandown minehunter to 
cross the Atlantic 


ary teams 
taste success 
in world cup 

NAVY men captained two teams 
to major successes in the Culinary 
World Cup in Luxembourg. 

WOCA Nick Vadis, of HMS 
Raleigh, led the four-strong team 
in the 46-strong regional contest. 
The team were world champions 
in the Kitchen and Larder class 
and third in the Pastry division. 

WOCA Vadis took one gold, a 
team silver and two bronzes as a 
personal tally, while Raleigh team 
mate CPOCA Dave Galpin took 
silver and team silver. 

C/Sgt Steve Galloway, of the 
Commando Logistic Regiment led 
the military team to third place 
against nine other teams in the 
Hot Kitchen class, taking team 
gold and silver, while LCH Bob 
Brown (COMUKTO), first 
reserve, was awarded a commemo¬ 
rative decanter. 


(%i 

Options 


Sailors mourn 
dog-watch Jack 


A FORMER stalwart of the guardroom at HMS 
Mercury has died at the ripe old age of 16. 

A young Jack Russell wandered into the now- 
closed base at Petersfield in 1983 and was quickly 
adopted as a mascot, officially enlisting at the 
Captain's Table on August 12 as JMEM J. Russell, 
service number DOGOOI. 

He was described as “reasonably well-man¬ 
nered" and “an all-round sports enthusiast, espe¬ 
cially if balls are involved." 

His previous trade was described as rat-catcher 
(“though he never showed any inclination towards 
this career while in the Service.”) 

He retired some time ago, with just an addiction 
to wets of tea to show for his Naval service - he was 
treated to the guardroom dregs throughout the day. 

He maintained his links to the end, with regular 
visits to HMS Excellent and RMB Chivenor. 

He leaves behind his long-time partner Jilly and 
his owners, who sorely miss him. 


• Making his mark - J. Russell signs on, 
watched by the then Captain of HMS 
Mercury, Capt William Chatterton Dickson, 
and Jack's sea daddy AB David Worswick. 


• Bygone days - HMS Alliance pictured 
in Portsmouth Harbour in the late 1960s. 


prize 

the Middle East. 

Sundown’s operational excel¬ 
lence was matched by the reliabili¬ 
ty of her equipment throughout 
the 16,000-mile round trip, during 
which the shin visited 19 countries. 

“Despite the ship being the old¬ 
est of the class, it is great to see her 
leading the pack within the flotilla 
and helping to maintain the UK’s 
position at the forefront of 
minewarfare,” said Lt Cdr Jones. 

Sandown is currently on a six- 
month tour of duty with the NATO 
Channel standing force SNFC, 
conducting exercises in the UK, 
the Baltic and Mediterranean. 

• Sandown cutaway - centre 
pages 


Sandown scoops 


CLASS ship HMS Sandown 
has proved her class - by win¬ 
ning a trophy for outstanding 
performance. 

The ship was awarded the annu¬ 
al Thompson Marconi Minewar¬ 
fare Efficiency Trophy for excel¬ 
lence within that specialised field. 


against stiff competition from oth¬ 
ers in the Mine Countermeasures 
Flotilla. 

As the Sandown class is widely 
acknowledged as the most capable 
vessel of its type in the world, the 
first of class now claims to be “the 
best of the best”. 

“It has been a very busy year for 


the ship, and I am delighted that 
the hard work and professionalism 
of the ship’s company has been 
rewarded," said the Commanding 
Officer, Lt Cdr Paul Jones. 

During the assessment period 
for the trophy, Sandown had a hec¬ 
tic schedule of post-trial refits, 
shakedown, and work-up to 
restore operational capability for a 
six-montn Gulf deployment. 

In company with sister ships 
Bridport and Inverness, she com¬ 
pleted a testing series of multina¬ 
tional exercises, defence sales 
demonstrations and trials, break¬ 
ing new ground in the use of vari¬ 
able-depth sonar to combat the 
difficult operating conditions in 


Reunion 
to mark 
Alliance 
jubilee 

A GATHERING of past 
crew members is one 
of the events planned 
to mark the Silver 
Jubilee of the decom¬ 
missioning of HM Sub¬ 
marine Alliance next 
month. 

Alliance now stands 
high and dry at Gosport - 
she was transferred to the 
RN Submarine Museum in 
1978. 

She is part of the sub¬ 
marine memorial complex, 
where she stands as a 
tribute to the 4,334 British 
submariners who died in 
both world wars, and to 
the 739 men lost in peace¬ 
time submarine disasters. 

Alliance is fully restored 
to her active service con¬ 
dition, and is fully open to 
the public. 

She made her fair share 
of news during her career 
- not always for the right 
reasons. In 1947, the year 
she was completed, she 
made a record-breaking 
underwater journey of 
several weeks - according 
to the museum, no subma¬ 
rine previously had been 
able to remain submerged 
for more than 48 hours. 

But in 1968 she became 
stranded for several days 
when she ran aground off 
Bembridge, Isle of Wight. 

She was taken out of 
service in 1973 and rele¬ 
gated to harbour training. 



Change the «r: 

* • • The w< 

direction i 

# and re 

of your 

career 


Is your present occupation driving you round the bend? Join us as a Police Officer 
or as a Special Constable and you'll never know what's around the next corner. 

The work can be physical and mentally demanding, certainly exciting. But you can 
never call it boring, not when you're serving a large, diverse multi-cultural 
community like the West Midlands. 

This role offers a challenge and sense of achievement like no other. Everyone 
who joins us, regardless of age, gender or ethnic origin will have the same duties 
and receive the same rigorous training. 

Admittedly, not everyone is cut out for it. 

But then not everyone finds unpredictability exciting. 

wF For more information on becoming a Police Officer ring 

^ | 0121-626 5824. For more information on Special Constables 

ring 0121-626 5070 or write to: The Recruiting Department, 

PO Box 52, Lloyd House, Birmingham B4 6NQ. 

The West Midlands Police has a positive equal opportunities policy to ensure that all 
applicants are treated fairly. We also operate a no-smoking at work policy. 






a life with variety, a CcJrGOr for life. 
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At Your Service 



Calling Old Shipmates 


Reunions 


HMS Bulawayo Association ex 
German Nordmark: Ron Simmonds is 
searching for old shipmates, any commission 
who served in HMS Bulawayo. Contact Ron 
at 21. Rectory Grove, Wickford. Essex SS11 
8EP. tel 01268 733778. 

701 Sqd RM, 1958, A Troop 42 Cdo RM 
1959-61: George Wilkinson, Paddy Grogan. 
Ben Gunn etc - ring Denis Sparrow, 01453 
763552 evenings. 

ML837, Eastern Med 1944-45: Harry 
Swift wants to hear from more shipmates. 
Contact Harry at 2. Suttonway. Madleet 
Lane. Hull HU9 4QZ, tel 01482 705151 

Norwegian Campaign Destroyers: It is 
believed that some British destroyers dunng 
this campaign painted their gun shields yel¬ 
low as a means of identifying fnend or foe 
from the air If you can confirm or contradict 
this, contact R.J.M. Groves, Battramsley 
House. Boldre. Lymington. Hants. S041 
8ND. 

HMS Constance 1945-51: searching for 
Dicky Dines. Tom Sherris and all who served 
in this ship at this time For association and 
reunion details contact the 'Bosun's Mate' at 
43. Old Place. Sleaford. Lincolnshire NG34 
7HR. tel 01529 413410. 

HMS Fledgling. Mlllmeece. Staffs: 
Wrens Joan Clifford and Greta Jess 
Hackworthy, to renew acquaintances please 
contact Joe Simpson. 403. Fairground 
Street. Winona. MC 38967. USA. 

HMS Marne 3rd Destroyer Flotilla 
1943-46: George Cowley would like to hear 
from his old 'hoppo', Sid Sheath, who lived in 
Southampton. Give me ring on 0162 842711. 
or any other shipmates who remembered 
me; I am the 'nutter* who bought a monkey in 
Malta and it went to the top of the mast. 

HMS Unicorn 1949-51: LA Allen and 
McCartney; NA Jeffries, Taylor. Malcolme. 
Jones. Barnard. McGill. Denney. Chortton. 
McClean. Smith. Douglas and Rankin; all 
Mess 3. Aircraft Handlers. Contact the asso¬ 
ciation. 3. Arundel Close. Hemel Hempstead 
HP2 4QR. or 01442 255821 

HMS Whitesand Bay Association are 
still trying to find anyone who served aboard 
between 1945 and 1956. For details of 
reunion in April contact Geoft Nightingale. 
268. Galley Hill. Gadebridge. Hemel 
Hempstead. HP1 3LD. or tel 01442 263405 

HMS Peacock P239: I am trying to find 
members of the crew with a view of a reunion 
in May at Royal Leamington Spa. Details 
from led Collier. 8. Aston Lane. Rememham 
Hill. Henley on Thames. Oxon RG9 3EL. or 
tel 01491 574241 

HMS Indefatigable 1952-54: Ex Sto 
Mech Brian Phillips is seeking his old Sea 
Dad' Sto PO "snowy* Logan (Scouse). 
Anyone knowing his whereabouts, please 
telephone 01579 362122. 

HMS Vernon Wrens WWII: Did you live 
at Moorlands Wrens Quarters. Havant, and 
work in the establishments in the area? 
Havant Museum has offered us a reunion 
during 1999. Contact Hazel Mmgham (nee 
Rollason). 4. Andrews House. Lower 
Sandtord Street. Lichfield. Staffs WS13 6QY. 
or tel 01543 419029. 

HMS Bulawayo Association is small but 
growing and is open to anyone who was on 
board, including original German crew. 
Bntish crew. RFA crew and any prisoners 
who were incarcerated whilst she was sup¬ 
plying German surface raiders and U-boats 
during WWII Contact Fred Miles. 15. 
Avinvale Street. Bramley. Leeds LSI 3 4DE. 
or tel 0113 257 4684 


■ Material submitted for this 
page should be brief, clearly 
written or typed, and 
addressed to The Editor. 

■ Entries are free of charge. 

■ Items cannot normally be 
repeated. 

■ Reunions appear in date 
order, and requests to place 
an entry in a particular edi¬ 
tion cannot always be met. 

■ There may be a delay 
before items appear, due to 
the volume of requests. 

■ Items pertaining to com¬ 
mercial work, books and 
publications for profit may be 
declined through lack of 
space - in such circum¬ 
stances the advertising 
department can help with a 
paid-for advertisement; con¬ 
tact 01705 725062. 


High Speed Target Service. Plymouth 
alongside HMS Roberts, 1946: Shipmate 
Alan Impey would like to hear from Pete 
Haines and Dave Chesney; tel 01843 
862965. 

Portsmouth Fleldgun Association: 

With the Royal Tournament ceasing at the 
end ol 1999, Portsmouth Field Gun will not 
be the same after August. Therefore those of 
you who have been associated with, or have 
run 'Out Back and Home' and are not mem¬ 
bers of the PFGA will be forgotten Don't let 
that happen: keep in touch with old fnends 
and comrades of yours and yesteryear 
Contact Nol, Pat Patilla. PFG Office, HMS 
Excellent. Whale Island. Portsmouth. Hants, 
for an application form and join the 
Association. 

Derek (Henny) Hobson, ex-submarine 
Chief Stoker, (or anyone knowing him), now 
living Wakefield/Leeds area, please contact 
Sam Smee on 01263 823250. 

The 1st Minesweeper Flotilla 
(Halcyons) 1943-46 Club is looking for ship¬ 
mates 40 in touch Newsletter quarterly, 
reunion planned. Contact Les Welch on 
01904 412159 or at 25. Lamel Street. York 
YO10 3LL. Also the same contact and 
address for the 3rd & 26th Destroyer 
Flotilla 1943-65 (Incorporating 6th Frigate 
Squadron 1960's). 4th Destroyer Flotilla 
Battle Class) and CWRS (GZP) Club 
1945-62) (Worldwide) 

Reg Hatherway ex St Albans. Hemel 
Hempstead. HMS Whitehall (1944 45); 
Where are you? Contact Les Welch, 01904 
412159 or at 25. Lamel St. York YO10 3LL 
Helen, of the Wrens, Gibraltar 1943-44 
(sorry, surname unknown): Hope you are still 
around, would like to hear from you after 
these 55 years! Perhaps this message will 
reach you from a fnend. Frank Harvey (ex 
RM's) 1216. First Street. Castlegar. BC. 
Canada V1N 1A2 

313 Kings Squad RM: Can anyone pro 
vide information regarding the whereabouts 
etc of Partridge. Thomas. Welland. Melton. 
Boon. Young. Lee. Oakes, Adams. O'Brien. 
Hurding. Dagworthy. Radford. Hemsley. 
Weir. Jacobs and Conning (the latter two 
being South African), who all served togeth 
er at Deal/Chatham in 1938/39. Contact S.G. 
Cooke on 01705 263441. 

HMS Ganges Feb-Oct 1939,81 class 46 
mess: Douglas Warlh will be in the UK from 
Australia in May/June. Anyone wishing to 
meet him for a get together, contact Bill 
(Lofty) Wyatt on 0191 251 2938. 

Yangtze Incident: The 50th anniversary 
of the incident is being commemorated at 
Plymouth in April Were you. or do you know 
the whereabouts of anyone who may have 
been involved? Contact John Dunstan. 47. 
Abbotsbury Road. Newton Abbot. Devon 
TQ12 2NS, tel/fax 01626 354294. e-mail: 
JOHNDUNSTAN@compuserve com For 
details of the incident, see the Internet: 
httpyWww. ships. co uklourship&'yangtze. htm 
HMS Theseus, Korea 1950/51: Where 
are the rest of the 'Samuri'? 100 in contact 
and reunion planned this year. Write to Les 
Tumham. 41. Maryland Way. Sunbury on 
Thames. Middlesex TW16 6HN 

Stan Holding: As a nme-year-old in the 
war. Mrs W M. collier was writing to a pen 
fnend (Stan) organised by her school in 
Coventry. She moved to Deal, where he 
came to visit her He later wrote from 
Australia saying that he hoped he could visit 
her again after the war. The last address she 
had for him was Stan Holding. C/JX 404841. 
Hut 314 RNB. HMS Golden Hind. GPO 
London. If anyone knows of him. can they 
contacl Mrs Collier at 14. Poitiers Roao. 
Cheylesmore. Coventry. CV3 5JX 

HMS Concord: Old shipmates who 
served in HMS Concord between 1947 and 
1958. please contact Peter Lee-Hale. 3. 
Castlefields. Caine. Wiltshire SN11 0EA, or 
tel 01249 811405 

HMS Glasgow 1948-50: WOII Ivor Parry, 
an A/B Topman during the West Indies com¬ 
mission, please contact your old mate Lenny 
Pnce Ivor mamed a Gloucester girl and is 
now believed living in the Portsmouth area 
Ivor originally lived in Worcester Contact 
Allan Mercer. 89. Royal Ave. Hough Green. 
Widnes WA8 8HJ. tel 0151 510 2445. who 
will pass on any response 

HMS Diamond Association: Ray 
Shipley (Lees) would like to hear from any 
ex-Diamond as they now have an associa¬ 
tion and will be holding their third reunion 
later this year Contact him on 01634 
830984, or write to 14. Bourne Court. High 
Street. Rochester. Kent ME1 1LT. 

HMS Queen 1943-1946: A second 
reunion will be held in early 1999 Still seek 
mg ships company, FAA It you are not on his 
list already, contact Phil Rogers. 31, 
Wheatlands Road East. Harrogate HG2 
80S. tel 01423 504734. 

HMS Nelson battleship: Arthur Bush is 
trying to contact Ted Dowling, mates in 1943- 
1945 Contact Arthur at Flat 1, 50. Hafod 
Road. Hereford HRl 2SQ. tel 01432 265050 


HMS RALEIGH AGROUND 
LABRADOR AUGUST 1922. 

I am Seeking diaries, photos, 
news clips, for a new book. 
Major General Richard Rohmer 
c/o G. Cooley 24 West Park Ave. 
Kew, Richmond. Surrey TW9 4AL 
0181-878-5972 



WANTED R.A.N., R.C.N. & R.I.N. 
WARSHIPS BADGES/CRESTS 

to complete collection for 20th 
Century displays. Historical group 
wish to acquire or borrow items. 
Contact: Chris Howell, Seaway, 
38 Fore Street, Torquay. Devon 
TQI 3LA Telephone:01803 328008 


THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 


2 nights DBB £55.00 pp . 3 nights DBB £75.50 pp 
_ (prices include Banquet meal) _ 


We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions tor; 
HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD. HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY. 
HMS ARETHUSA. HMS CUMBERLAND. TON CLASS ASSOCIATION. 
CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and the PLYMOUTH RNA. 


The Trecarn has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV. tea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests, The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up to 300 
Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal tor any association 
regardless of its membership size. 

For information please contact: 

BRYAN PITMAN • GENERAL MANAGER TEL 01803 329292 


February 

RN Writers: The West Country 
Association ot RN Wnters hold their reunion 
dinner in HMS Drake on February 20. 
Anyone who has worn the "W Star, including 
ladies, are welcome Details from D.G. 
Jewell. 35. Broad Walk. Saltash PL 12 4NT or 
tel 01752 843416. 

March 

HMS Gleneam hold their second reunion 
at Weston-super Mare in March For details 
nng 01228 514570. 

Ceylon Revisited 1999: All ex-forces 
personnel, families & fnends are welcome to 
the eighth reunion in Sri Lanka. March 4-20 
(Scheduled flights). Contact RG Hamson. 
Gramerci'. Woodland Avenue. Hartley. 
Longfield. Kent DA3 7BZ. tel/fax 01474 
704619. 

HMS Loch Fada Association: Second 
reunion at Blackpool on March 12-14 
Details from Bob Harris. 12. Alandale Road. 
Sholing. Southampton S019 ID., tel 01703 
391848 

HMS Venerable Association: Reunion 
on March 19-22 at the Somerset and 
Wavecrest Hotels. Llandudno. Contact Bas 
Redfern. 64. Coppice Road. Talk. Stoke on 
Trent ST7 1UA. tel 01782 784876. 

HMS Nalrana: Escort Carrier 1943-46; 
Gibraltar and Russian convoys: the next 
reunion will be in Torquay. March 30. Contact 
Bill Blfnston, Cott Holland. Staple. 
Dartington. Totnes. Devon TQ9 6HR, lei 
01803 862475. 

HMS Glory Association: Reunion and 
AGM at the Nautilus Club. Bishopsgate 
Street (Nr Fiveways). Birmingham on March 
19-21 Further details from Peter Warde. 91 
Dinglederry. Olney, Bucks MK46 5EU, fel 
01234 711611. 

Malta: A reunion visit to commemorate 
the 20th anniversary of the RN's final depar 
ture from Malta will be held on March 25-April 
1. Parades, functions, events, presentations, 
hospitality etc. Details from Oliver Wright. 1. 
Denham Close. Maidenhead. Berkshire SL6 
4RN. 

40 Royal Marines Commando (1942-46) 
Association: March 26-29 at Shanklin. Isle 
of Wight, incorporating the unveiling of our 
memonal at Eastney on Saturday morning. 
March 27. Contact Peter Fisher on 01590 
644559. 

RNXS East Anglia Group Annual 
Reunion is at The Shipwreck. Shotley Marina 
(formerly HMS Ganges Ennght Block) on 
March 28. HMS Ganges Museum will be 
open. Guests are welcome. Contact Peter 
Brooke. 7. Penn Close. Capel St Mary. 
Ipswich IP9 2UE. or tel 01473 310189 

April 

DHSA 561 Club. Yeoviiton, will hold its 
anniversary ball on April 1 Former staff are 
welcome Details from Sqn Ldr M Willis 
01935 453573. MOD 93510 ext 3573. or Mrs 
B Simmons exl 3716 or write: HS 23b1/1. 
Gazelle House. Yeoviiton. Yeovil. Somerset 
BA22 8HJ. tel MOD 93510 ext 3716 

HMS Wizard and Cadiz Joint Association 
welcome all commissions, ranks and rates to 
the AGM at the Trecarn Hotel. Torquay, to 
take place from April 9-12. SAE please to 
Harry Fox. Maroheto. Church Lane. Meriden. 
Coventry CV7 7HX. or tel 01676 523296 

HMS Hermes next reunion is April 9-12 at 
the Royal Fleet Club. Morice Square. 
Wartime and post-war Hermes shipmates 
invited. Contact P J Baptie. 16. Virginia 
Close. New Malden. Surrey KT3 3RB. tel 
0181 949 5648. 

HMS Decoy Last Commission 1967/70 

have a reunion at the Queens Hotel. 
Portsmouth on April 16-18. Contacl All 
Singleton, 42. Uplands Crescent, Fareham. 
Hants P016 7JY. 

HMS Ladybird Association are holding 
their 11th reunion on April 17 at the Home 
Club. Portsmouth. Details from Terry Cooper. 
28. Hopgrove Lane South. Malton Road. 
York Y032 9TG. tef 01904 425883. 

HMS Whitesand Bay Association: 
Anyone serving aboard between 1945 56 is 
welcome to the next reunion on April 20 at 
the Home Club. Portsmouth. Contacl Geoff 
Nightingale, 268. Galley Hill. Gadebridge, 
Hemel Hempstead. Herts HP1 3LD. tel 


01442 263405. 

HMS Warrior Female Senior Ranks 
Reunion Mess Dinner: Female senior ranks 
past and present who would like to attend the 
dinner on April 21 at Warrior, price £30, are 
asked to contact POWRENRS Hillis on 
01923 838083. 

HMS Middleton (L74) Association hold 
their reunion at RNA Club. Leamington Spa 
on April 23-24. Newcomers please contacl 
Mike Alston. 6. Belmont Park Road, 
Maidenhead. Berks SL6 6HT. tel 01628 
629655 

HMS Consort Association reunion at 
the Trecarne Hotel. Babbacombe. Torquay 
on April 23-25 Details from J.N Brewer. 31. 
Legis Walk. Plymouth. Devon PL6 7DE. tel 
01752 783064 

Four Ships, Yangtse incident: 50th 
reunion at Plymouth on April 24. Further 
details from Don Redman. 6a. Quantock 
Road. Bndgewaler. Somerset TA6 7EQ. tel 
01278 451765 

HMS Setton LSI Far East 1944-46: Next 
reunion at Birmingham on April 24-25. 
Details from Bob Toseiand on 01789 762282. 

480 Kings Squad RM will hold their 
reunion at the Royal Sailors Home Club. 
Portsmouth on April 26th-28. Details from 
Len Holmes. 57. Jones Lane. Hythe. 
Southampton S04 6AW. tel 01703 842284 or 
Peter Hodges. 11 Gofton Ave. Cosham. 
Portsmouth P06 2NG, tel 01705 375621. 

HMS Mohawk: Shipmates from the 1938- 
41 destroyer, contact Ray Bromley on 01703 
243175. 

HMS Leeds Castle: Falklands 1982. 
reunion 1999 Interested? Contact Dave 
Shoemaker 01665 712598 (after 1900) or 
Jim Harding 0191 386 6320. 

HMS Grenville Association 1943-46 in 
company with HM Ships, Ursa, Undaunted, 
Urania, Ulster and Ulysses will be holding 
their reunion in Blackpool. Former shipmates 
contact R Durber. 4. Sir Winston Churchill 
Close, Bmley Woods. Coventry. Warks CV3 
2BT. tel 01203 542978 

May 

HMS Unicom Association reunion in 
Weston-super-Mare. Those who served, 
trained or were transported are welcome as 
members. Contact E (Boz) Bosworlhick, 3. 
Arundel Close. Hemel Hempstead HP2 4QR. 
tel 01442 255821. 

Landing Craft Gun & Flak Association 

will hold their next reunion at the Royal 
Sailors Home Club. Portsmouth, on May 4-6. 
Further details from Maurice Allen. 8. Leys 
Road. Wellingborough. Norlhants NN8 1PN. 

HMS Opossum F33 Association will be 
holding their reunion at the Gateway Hotel. 
Nottingham, on May 7-8. Still seeking ship¬ 
mates who served aboard between 1945- 
1958 Ladies and guests welcome. Contact 
Harry Cater son on 01642 881770 or Stan 
Oldfield on 0191 286 1763. 

Association of Wrens (Exeter Branch) 
are holding their 50th anniversary weekend 
on May 7-9. Full details Irom Mrs E Harris. 
59. Blackthorn Crescent. Exeter. Devon EX1 
3HQ. enclosing a large SAE. please, or tel 
01392 465206 

*V & W' Destroyer Association will hold 
their reunion at the Royal Fleet Club. 
Devonporf on May 13-17. Details from C. 
Fairweather. Stable Cottage. West Berghott. 
Colchester C06 3JQ. tel 01206 240614 

HMS Concord Association hold their 
reunion in Portsmouth Dockyard trom May 
14-16. Details trom Peter Lee-Hale. 3. 
Castlefields. Caine, Wiltshire SN11 0EA. tel 
01249 811405 

HMS Swiftsure Association: A mim-buf- 
fet reunion will take place at Wattord on May 
15. 1200 to 1700. Details from David 
George. 'Mullion'. Shipton Green. Itchenor. 
Chichester. West Sussex PO20 7BZ. or tel 
01243 512998. 

HMS Diadem Association reunion at the 
King Charles Hotel. Gillingham. Kent, on 
May 15 at 7pm (Up spirits at 6.30pm). All 
association members are invited; any former 
shipmates of this WW2 cruiser wishing to 
come aboard please contact Peter Burnand, 
17. Greystone Avenue. Bognor Regis, West 
Sussex P021 5EA, or tel 01243 864680. 

Battleship HMS Nelson will hold their 
next reunion in HMS Nelson on May 15. 
Details from George Treadwell. 31. Clyde 
Road. Gosport. Hants P012 3DN. or tel 


01705 521504 

HMS Vedis Ex-Wrens Club reunion is at 
the Royal Sailors Home Club on May 18. 
Details from Mrs I.M Preston. 4. Chestnut 
Road. Martock. Somerset TA12 60P. tef; 
01935 824502 

Scharnhorst Bordkameraschaft are 

holding their reunion at Hitzacher am Elbe 
from May 27-30. Details from Wolfgang 
Kube. 56075, Koblenz. Naumburger Slrasse 
16. British RN veterans and wives are again 
cordially invited. Tel. 01925 572827 (UK) 

HMS Suffolk Reunion, all commissions 
welcome, at Stratford-upon-Avon. May 28 
30. SAE lo A.E. Emanuel. 1. Channon Court. 
Maple Road. Surbiton. Surrey KT6 4RS 

June 

723 (CS) Squad RM (1959-60): Second 
reunion lakes place in June. For more 
details contacl Dave Prichard on 01222 
790233. or Tony Daker on 01902 631951. 

HMS Tattoo. HMS Pique. 40MSF 1943 - 
46 have a reunion planned at Portsmouth 
June 1-2. Details from Arthur (Joe) Rue. 30. 
East Drive. Blunsden Abbey. Swindon. Wilts 
SN2 4DP. or tel 01793 724490 

HMS Tormentor. Warsash: The final 
reunion for personnel of LCP (L) flotillas. 
Wrens. Engineers. Base staff and LCI (S) 
flotillas is planned for June 6 at the Rising 
Sun. Warsash Contact Rhona Moody on 
01489 575494. Ken Scott on 01202 889574 
or Fred Baker (LCI's) on 01279 438538. 

888(PR) Naval Air Squadron, Ceylon & 
East Indies Fleet 1944-45: reunion planned 
for June 7-9 at the Talbot Hotel. Southport. 
Contact Maurice Smith. 28. Ashwood Drive. 
Humberston. Grimsby DN36 4TX. or tel 
01472 816440 

HMS Liverpool Association are to hold 
a reunion at HMS Nelson. Portsmouth, on 
June 12. All ranks, ratings and commissions 
are invited. Details from John Waters. 2. 
Dewberry Road. Wordsley. Stourbridge. 
West Midlands DY8 5XJ 

National Children's Home, 
Sherlngham, Norfolk there will be a 
reunion on June 25-26 for all old girls and 
boys, staff, friends and supporters at St 
Andrews Church Halls. Cromer Road 
Please contact Shirley Phyall (Chambers) for 
details, at 14, Hildreth Road. Prestwood, 
Great Missenden. Bucks HP16 0LU. 

RNPTBA: The Royal Naval Physical 
Training Branch Association will hold its bien¬ 
nial reunion at the Portsmouth Royal Sailors 
Home Club on June 25. Details from the 
Honorary Secretary. CPOPT Rob Giles. HMS 
Temeraire. Burnaby Road. Portsmouth POl 
2HB tel 01705 725552. 

July 

HMS Glasgow Old Boys Association 

reunion will take place in Portsmouth on July 
10-11 Tickets £9 50. late licence and a free 
tol. Details from Allan Mercer. 89. Royal 
Avenue. Widnes. Cheshire WA8 8HJ 

September 

HMS Newcastle 1952 • 58: If you served 
on the Far-East station, come aboard for the 
next reunion at the Post House. Newcastle 
upon Tyne. Sepl 4. Details from Ray Young. 
109, Westernmoor. Washington. Tyne & 
Wear NE37 1LT. tel 0191 416 7959 or e-mail 
RYoung25@Compuserve com 

HMS Bulawayo Association reunion to 
be held on the second weekend of 
September at Eastbourne. Details from Ron 
Simmonds on 01268 733778. 

BRNC Dartmouth (1974/75): A reunion 
for the officers who joined and/or passed out 
during 9/75 and 12/76 will be held at BRNC 
Dartmouth on September 11. Contact Cdr E 


McNiar RN. Room 1247. MOD Main Building. 
Whitehall. London SW1A 2HB. tel 0171 218 
2339. 

HMS Indomitable Association: Reunion 
at HMS Nelson. Portsmouth on September 
17-19. Any former crew members who are 
not yet members of the association are 
requested to contact Ron Sloan. 5. Somerset 
Place. Sale. Cheshire M33 1HW. enclosing a 
SAE for the membership and reunion details. 

HMS Formidable Association: Annual 
reunion at Donmngton Thistle Hotel. East 
Midlands Airport. Castle Donnington 
September 17-19. Remembrance Service. St 
Andrews Church. Kegworth Ship’s company. 
Mannes and squadrons all welcome. Contact 
Betty Smith. 78. Fosseway. Syston. Leicester 
LE7 iNE.or tel 0116 269 4019 

HMS Renown Association reunion will 
be at the Somerset and Wavecrest Hotels. 
Central Promenade. Llandudno September 
23-26 Details from Alan Ware. 4. Silverdale. 
13. Lancaster Road. Southport PR8 2LF. tel 
01704 560481. 

HMS Tiger: Due to demand this reunion 
is now open to all years and planned for 
September 24-27 at Pontins. Blackpool 
Everything is included in the pnce of £70 
food, accommodation, entertainment and a 
coach to pick up at three designated points 
Contact Dennis (Doc) Porter. 54. Wrensfield 
Road. Newtown Estate. Stockton on Tees 
TS19 0BD. or tef 01642 644389 

October 

HMS St Vincent Association have a 
third reunion planned for October. For details 
of membership and reunion contact Mike 
O'Leary, tel/fax 0171 628 1473. or e-mail 
106373.321@compuserve com 

HMS Cardigan Bay 1944 - 62: Next 
reunion is at the Highland Hotel. Strathpeffer. 
Scotland, on October 1-3 For reunion and 
membership details contact Mike Solomons 
(Pres) on 01977 676072 or Donny Grier 
(Treas) on 01294 465192 

Jervis Division FAA Air Artificer 
Apprentices (1945) hold their next reunion 
on October 6 at the Home Club. Portsmouth. 
Anyone not on the mailing list contact John 
Platts. 56. Wheatlands. Fareham. Hants 
POl4 4SL. or tel 01489 579986 

HMS Antrim Association will hold their 
next reunion at the Trecarn Hotel. Torquay 
October 8-10. If you are interested in attend¬ 
ing or membership contact Terry Bullingham 
on 0121 429 2428. 

HMS Swiftsure Association annual 
reunion at the Alvaston Hall Hotel. Nantwich, 
on October 8-10 (three nights halt board). 
Details from David George. 'Mullion', Shipton 
Green. Itchenor. Chichester. West Sussex 
PO20 7BZ. or tel 01243 512998 

HMS Duchess Association will have 
their fourth reunion at the York House Hotel. 
Eastbourne, on October 8-10. All commis¬ 
sions welcome. Contact Gordon Phipps. 3, 
Holt Weer Close. Templar Road. Oxford OX2 
8NW tel 01865 559935 

HMS Dainty Association are holding 
their reunion at Babbacombe. Devon, on 
October 8-10 New members and guests 
welcome Contact Peter J Hillman. 15. East 
Mead. Pagham. Bognor Regis, West Sussex 
P021 4QT. or tel 01243 265901. 

RN, RM & WRNS 9th Australia & New 
Zealand Trafalgar Reunion will be held in 
Adelaide. Australia, from October 15-17. 
Further info from Reunion Secretary. PO Box 
233. Brighton. South Australia 5048 

HMS Calder of the 4th Escort Group is 
holding a Millennium reunion at Salisbury in 
October and invites all shipmates from the 
Calder. For details ring Harry Fine on 0181 
455 9400. 


MOP VETERANS’ ADVICE UNIT HOTLINE; 

08456 02 03 02 

Monday to Friday 09.00-17.00 
Answer phone service out of hours. 
Calls charged at local call rates. 


Over to You 


HMS Whitaker, damaged by torpedo In 
November 1944 Would any surviving ship¬ 
mates or anyone having knowledge of ship 
or crew contact Peter Phelps, son of Ben 
Phelps, killed on the above date. Write to 1. 
Bigbury Way. Torquay TQ2 8BA 

HMS Ludlow: Can anyone tell J. Wilson 
wriat happened to the ship's bell? He also 
took some photos of the ship's White Ensign 
whilst in St Laurence's Church. Ludlow 
recently. If anyone wants a copy I will gladly 
supply one. Contact him at Acadia. 9. Clifford 
Rd. North Berwick. East Lothian EH39 4PW 
HMS Electra: Bruce Constable needs a 
photo of Electra. sunk in the Java Sea Battle, 
that he can put on the Java Sea page on his 
website All pictures returned. Contact Bruce 
at 46. Brantwood St. Sans Soud. NSW 2219. 
Australia, email spruso@ozemail.com.au. 
The website is af: http://www.ozemail- 
com. an ■'Sprusohome page.htm 

"Ma Rafferty's Lads*': are any still 
around? Did you stay with "Ma Rafferty" in 
Johannesburg dunng WWII? Contact her 
daughter, Peggy, who would like to arrange a 
reunion. Peggy Garratt. 25, Rosehaven 
Retirement Village. Willow Rd. Hurtingham, 
Johannesburg 2196. South Africa, tel 011 
783 6827. fax 011 883 9038 

Naval Party, The Hornblowers": Do you 
remember the expenences of these men who 
restored and repaired facilities along the 
North African coast? Contact John Copper. 
18. Si Mary’s Grove, Seasatter, Whitstable 
CT5 4AF, tel 01227 261782. 

Order of the Winged Boot: Does any¬ 
one know about this order or the incident that 
occasioned being made a member? Does 
anyone know of S/lt K.E .D. Taylor (P)RNR, a 
pilot on HMS Avenger? Contact Dr D A. 
Taylor, 74, Woodcote Rd. Caversham 
Heights. Reading RG4 7EX. 

Jack Mason, late father of Sarah Mason. 


served on the echo sounding yacht Chico, 
and won the DSC at Dunkirk. In 1942 he 
went to Orca (Seahawk) Ardrishaig. was at 
Lochinvar. and Nova Scotia to help commis¬ 
sion MMS 197, which he look to Ceylon. He 
then took command of BYMS2232 and was 
involved in the recapture of Rangoon Sarah 
seeks more details - contacl her at 3. Church 
View. Broxboume. Herts EN10 7AB. or email 
101336.2336@compuserve.com 

My Eighteen Years In Submarines, a 
book wntten by Lt Cdr John (Jack) Vivian 
Trevor, is being sought by his grandson. If is 
thought that he also served on a carrier 
named HMS Nairana. Any information to 
Victor Trevor on 01932 575239. 

HMS Lanka (Colombo): Would anyone 
with information about Master at Arms AER 
Jenkin, wtio died ol typhoid in the RNA 
Hospital. Colombo, in April. 1943. please 
contact Mr K. Miller. 115, Stanborough Road. 
Plymstock, Plymouth. Devon PL9 8PJ. or tel 
01752 401930. 

TS Arethusa (Medway): Any information, 
fact and history, required. Any photos will be 
returned. Contact A.G. Ibbotson, 31, 
Coopers House. 90. Whitecross Street. 
London EC1Y8TD. 

Victory Medal 1914-19: I have been 
handed this medal inscribed K 3359 
PA Wagner, Act.Ch.Sto. RN. I would like to 
give it to any relative who contacts me. J.L 
Penfold. 4. Millfield. Lamboum, Berkshire 
RG17 8YQ 

HMS Consort (April 1949): Does anyone 
have photos of the damage to Consort, after 
her trip down the Yangtse. HMS London, on 
her way up the Yangtse. came alongside 
HMS Constance tied up alongside in 
Shanghai. 50th Anniversary in April. If you 
can help, contact T J Flanagan. 7 Ennis 
Close. Hale Village. Liverpool L24 5RT 

Scharnhorst: Bletchley Park Museum 


would be very grateful for copies of any pho¬ 
tographs related to the chase and sinking of 
the Scharnhorst in December. 1943 Contact 
John Gallehawk. Bletchley Park Museum. 
The Mansion. Bletchley Park. Bletchley. 
Milton Keynes MK3 6EF. 

HMS Wild Swan 1942: Lost 17 June; did 
you serve in her? HMS Foresight 1942: Lost 
12 August during Operation Pedestal; were 
you serving in her at this time? HMS llhurtal 
and Pathfinder, sank Italian submarine 
Cobalto. 12 August and HMS Wolverine 
sank Italian submarine Dagabur, 12 August 
during Operation Pedestal were you serving 
in any of the ships at this time? Contact Jim 
Burnhams. 12. Butts Close. Honilon EX14 
8FS. or 01404 47592. 

New Entry Magazine: Has anyone got a 
copy of the New Entry Magazine lor the first 
part of 1939 for Chatham Seeking Class 
Lists 501 & 506. Contact Ronald Gadd. 28. 
Lockwood Path, Shearwater. Surrey GU21 
5RH. 

Dunluce Castle: Photographs wanted of 
depot ship Dunluce Castle in Scapa Flow 
about 1944. also the boarding house on 
seafront of Douglas. Isle of Man, which was 
HMS Valkyrie. Will re-imburse cost of photos. 
Contacl J.F. Hewett. 1. Thornhill Way, 
Shepperton. Middlesex TW17 0AW, or tel 
01932 224187 

Sub Lt (A) Donald George Jupp DSC 
RNVR: Information is sought on Donald Jupp 
and his service with the Fleet Air Arm 1942- 
45. from friends and comrades which will 
assist us in writing his biography to be placed 
in the Bledington Book of Honour. Contact L. 
Kitchingman. The Knoll. Stow Road. 
Bledington. Chipping Norton. Oxlord OX7 
6XH. 

HMS Rosaura: I am the son of John 
Richard Dougherty who al the age of 26 was 
killed on HMS Rosaura at Tobruk on March 


18. 1941 Whaf I am looking for is any sur¬ 
vivors that may recall the boat or crew, or 
some photos either al shore or sea. Contact 
John Dougherty. 63. Chapel Lane. 
Burtonwood. Warrington. Cheshire WA5 
4JU. 

Kendal: Visit to Kendal some years ago 
by men from RN ship docked in Barrow. Any 
info on ship or the write up in the 
Westmoreland Gazette ? Trying to trace offi¬ 
cer Philip Lymath in connection with family 
tree research. Janet Lymath, 17. Montague 
Crescent. Garforth. Leeds LS25 2ER. tel 
0113 286 6326. 

HMS Kemberley F50: Can anyone tell 
me if Kemberley sailed from the Isle of Wight 
for Norway m 1940? I would also like copies 
of photos of the County Class Cruisers in 
WWII as well as RNB HMS Victory and 
Whale Island (HMS Excellent). Will pay for 
photos. Contact John Gilhooly, 44. Pendriech 
Avenue. Bonnyngg. Mid Lothian EH19 2EB. 

HMS Royal Sovereign: In or around 
Aprtl/May 1944. the escort carrier HMS 
Fencer had on board the Russian Vice 
Admiral Levchenko along with his staff offi¬ 
cers. They disembarked at Scapa Flow to 
take over the British battleship HMS Royal 
Sovereign. Could anyone supply information 
on the Sovereign after the takeover? Contact 
Bernard McDermott. 46. Rownham Road. 
Escombe, Kwa Zulu Natal. South Africa 
40GS. 

Len O'Connor, Boy Seaman B4 Class, 
HMS Bruce 1947: Died in early 50's A 
friend would like lo pass on photos etc. to rel¬ 
atives Can anyone help to put me in touch? 
Contact Don Ritchie. 66. Layfield Road. 
Gillingham. Kent ME7 2QZ. tel 01634 
575212. 
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Roval Naval Association 



Bromley in link-up with the 



real 

McCoy 

SHIPMATES of the RNA’s 
Bromley branch have estab¬ 
lished special links with former 
members of the ship s compa¬ 
ny of one of the USA’s most 
famous wartime destroyers. 

They have started an affiliation 
with the USS McCoy Reynolds 
branch of American naval veter¬ 
ans based in Tennessee. 

The McCoy Reynolds, an escort 
destroyer built in 1943, served in some 
of the bloodiest campaigns in the 
Pacific war, breaking records by 
shooting down hundreds of Japanese 
aircraft at Okinawa. 

Her glory days are kept alive by the 


USS McCoy Reynolds branch, the link 
with Bromley branch stemming from 
the fact that one of the Bromley mem¬ 
bers, Shipmate Ray Martins, served on 
NATO detachment in the ship after she 
had been transferred to the 
Portuguese Navy. 


Ray often visits the McCoy branch, 
one of whose veterans, Walt Goolsby, 
is an honorary member of the RNA. 

The McCoy Reynolds' eventful 
career included the rescue of 40 men 
in the Caribbean, participation in the 
Battle of Leyte Gulf, the sinking of two 


enemy submarines and the occupation 
of Sasebo, Kyushu and Nagasaki. 

She was retained in the US Fleet 
until 1957 when she became the 
Portuguese Code Real. She remained 
in service with that navy until she was 
paid off and scrapped in 1968. 


Shipmates 
getting in 
tune with 
the stars 

MUSICAL heights have been 
scaled by Royal Leamington 
branch’s male voice choir since 
it was formed in 1972 by a 
small group of enthusiastic 
singers. 

It has performed with other 
choirs in the Royal Albert Hall, De 
Montford Hall, Cardiff Arms Park 
and in Hyde Park for the VE Day 
commemoration, sharing the lime¬ 
light with stars such as Shirley 
Bassey, Sir Cliff Richard, Tom 
Jones and Dame Vera Lynn. 

The choir's repertoire is very 
large - from traditional male voice 
items to modern pop, and the 
range is expanding under its pre¬ 
sent musical director. Shipmate 
Russell McKie assisted by pianist 
Sheila Schon-Kirby. 

The choir is much in demand 
and is on the look-out for new 
members, who can sign up at 
rehearsals at the RNA Club, 
Adelaide Road each Monday. 

Recruits who are not ex-Naval 
are made honorary members. 


In Brief | Around the Branches 


THE 80th birthday of one of the 
last survivors of HMS Glowworm, 
Shipmate Fred Smith, was cele¬ 
brated by fellow shipmates of 
South Liverpool branch. Fred was 
captain of B gun during the 
destroyer’s heroic action against 
the German cruiser Hipper in 
1940. 

TRIBUTES were paid to 
Shipmates Ron Stokes and 
Bob Saxby of Redruth and 
Camborne branch for never 
failing to attend parades 
regardless of the weather. 

A COMBINED effort by members 
of Woking RNA and* the local 
Royal British Legion raised 
£10,800 for the Poppy Appeal. 

DEPUTY Flag Officer Sea 
Training, Capt Mark Kerr, was 
guest of honour at St Austell 
branch’s Trafalgar dinner. 

IN RECOGNITION of her many 
years service to Bcccles branch. 
Shipmate Joyce Jones, a wartime 
member of Queen Alexandra’s 
Royal Naval Nursing Service, and 
branch vice president, was made a 
life member. 


Falmouth 

Over 1(X) shipmates and friends 
were at a dinner dance attended bv 
RNA General Secretary Capt Bof> 
McQueen and his wife. 

Others there included the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Penryn, 
Cllr Lcn and Mrs lane 
Brokenshirc. and branch president. 
Vice Admiral Sir James Jungius 
and Lady Jungius. They were wel¬ 
comed by branch chairman. 
Shipmate Harold Thompson. 

A painting donated by Mrs Joan 
Kipling was raffled and won by Mrs 
McQueen. Tributes were paid to 
Shipmate Dorothy Giles, organiser 
of the event, and to Shipmate Bill 
Marshall who provided floral gifts 
for the ladies. 

Mitcham, Morden 
& Wimbledon 

With membership holding at 
over 100, finances are in good 
order, committees functioning well 
and bookings already accepted up 
to November. 

The branch and club are a popu¬ 
lar venue for visiting shipmates, 
but the traffic is not all one-way: in 
the past year members visited 


branches and clubs in Sussex, Kent 
and Essex, and the standard was 
paraded at many events. For mem¬ 
bership details contact the branch's 
social secretary. Shipmate Fred, on 
0181 241 0030 at lunchtime. 

Ferndown 

Friends and colleagues mourn 
the loss of branch standard bearer 
Shipmate David Oliver, who last 
paraded at the Poppy Appeal band 
concert at Lyndhurst. 

After seven years in the Navy 
from 1949 - including Korean War 
service in the Algerine-class 
minesweeper HMS Magicienne - 
he worked for the Fire Service and 
Coastguard Rescue as well as help¬ 
ing Parkstone Sea Cadet unit. 

Hanworth 

A party was held for children 
and grandchildren of members, 
and the ladies section organised an 
old-time musical night in aid of 
local charities, raising £800. 

A carol service and concert was 
attended by 180 shipmates and 
guests, the service being conducted 
by the chaplain, the Rev. Paul 
Williamson, and the music being 
provided by the 27-strong Surrey 
Yeomanry Band. 



OUR December puzzle win¬ 
ner was N. Patrick of 
Seagrave, Leicestershire. 
He identified the ship as 
HMS Venus, built as a 
destroyer in 1943, and con¬ 
verted to a frigate in 1952. 
She was scrapped in 1972. 

The winner's reply was 
picked at random, and he 
receives our prize of £30. 

This month’s picture is of a 
World War 11 cruiser - but which 
one? One clue: she started with 
three but ended with two ... 

Complete the coupon and send H to 
Mystery Picture. Navy News. HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go Into a prize draw 


to establish a winner. 

Closing date for entries is March 15. 
More than one entry can be submitted, but 
photocopies cannot be accepted. 

Do not include anything else in your 


envelope: no correspondence can be 
entered Into and no entry returned. The 
winner will be announced in our April edi¬ 
tion. The competition is not open to Navy 
News employees or their families. 


MYSTERY PICTURE 48 


Name . 


Address . 


My answer. 


Isle of Sheppey 

There was a full house for an 
Olde Tyme musical evening with 
buffet supper. Guests included the 
chairman of No. 2 Area, Shipmate 
lack Harris and his wife, and ship¬ 
mates from Bromley and 
Sittingbourne. 

During the evening Shipmate 
Dickie Bird, founder secretary, was 


resented with life membership by 
hipmate Harris. 

Atherton 

Founder member. Shipmate 
Frank Wilson, who is also branch 
treasurer and standard bearer, has 
been made a life member. 

The chairman. Shipmate Frank 
Berry, and Shipmate Peter Wilkie 
represented the branch at the 


unveiling in Liverpool of the statue 
of Capt Johnnie Walker. 

Capenhurst 

When members of HMS 
Broadsword Association held a 
reunion in Chester the branch 
responded as in past years by 
arranging a Navy Nite, including a 
disco, for 90 of their old 
Broadsword friends. 


SOKETHING SPECIAL FOP MOTHER'S DAT OR A VALENTINE'S GIFT 

B5| Health & Beauty Weekend 



Included in the price 

• Executive coaching throughout 

• 2 nights half board accommodation at the Jarvis| 
Heath Hotel, Kidderminster or Copthorne, 

Merry Hill, Dudley 

• Health and beauty demonstration and 
aerobics session 

• Services of our driver and courier 


3 days from 
only 

£129 

May • October 99 


Summertime in Norwa' 




Included in the price 
• Executive coaching throughout 
* Return sailings from Newcastle to Bergen with Fjord Line and 
3 nights accommodation on board 
• 4 nights half board accomodation in the Voss area 
• Excursion to Ulvik and Hardangerfjord 
• Norwegian Buffet Breakfast whilst berthed in Bergen 




Included in the price 

• Executive coaching throughout 

• 2 nights half board accommodation 

at the White House Hotel, nr Cheltenham 

• Included excursions to the Painswick 
Roc coco Garden, 

Westonbirt Arboretum & Sudeley Castle 


3 days from 
only 

£149 

June & October 99 


The description grven above does not constitute a 'brochure' tor ke purposes ol regulation 5 of TV* Package Travel, Package 

-- ^ - . - . . • 


Galaxy 


description awes limited inH 

reader must therefore look at the brochure issued by Galaxy Holidays lor hrl details 
PLEASE NOTE these holidays are organised and operated solely by Galaxy Holidays of Pittor & Lucy House, Merchants 
Rood, Gloucester, GL2 5RG and any contact for a holiday wil be between Galaxy and the reoder/applicant Navy News 
cannot except responsibility for any loss or damoge or misunderstanding ansing directly or indirectly m connection with 

any Widay boolwd wrih Golaxy THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT 


lABTA 

V2804 


For a Free Galaxy Holidays Brochure and further details please complete and return this form to: 
Galaxy Holidays c/o Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 3HH or phone: 01705 826040 and quote NN GAL.l 


NAME. ADDRESS. 

.POSTCODE.PHONE. 

□ HEALTH & BEAUTY □ GARDENS OF THE COTSWOLDS O SUMMER IN NORWAY 

Galaxy Holidays and Navy News welcome any feedback on Reader Holidays 
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The acceptable 
face of heroism 


B RITAIN and the USA each have at least two 
battles that provide endless discussion, in both 
cases mostly centring on the personalities of the 
principals involved. 

For us it is Trafalgar and Horatio Nelson; our American 
cousins have the Little Bighorn and George Armstrong 
Custer. 

Both very different in terms of scale and historical signifi¬ 
cance - but both offering curious parallels in popular mythol¬ 
ogy. 

Navy News has lately received a good many books for 
review that have no obvious naval reference. Publishers 
must just tap in “military" and then send off copies to the 
whole list without bothering to check it through. 

Custer was likewise a touch reckless when considering 
his target audience. 

Even so, we were glad to receive a copy of Son of the 
Morning Star, Evan S. Connell’s civilised, compassionate 
and immensely readable study of the background to the US 
Army’s most embarrassing defeat, now reissued in paper¬ 
back by Pimlico. 

Not least because it offers a timely contrast in myth- 
debunking. 

Nelson missed by just 20 or 30 years the advent of pho¬ 
tography, so we can’t really tell what he looked like. We have 
photographs of Custer - but they are a bit disappointing. 

Long Hair (one of the several names the Sioux applied to 
him) actually cut off his famous flowing golden locks before 
going on campaign as a sensible precaution against lice. 
Also, he was going bald. Both of which may explain why 
nobody bothered to scalp him - although there may be 
another, more interesting reason. 

Nelson, recent research has shown, was likewise a blond, 
his hair only temporarily turned white with the shock of the 
amputation of his right arm at Santa Cruz. By 1805, if the 
surviving snippings taken at the time are genuine, some of it 
had been restored to the original colour. 

Both men were married and each had one intriguing mis¬ 
tress. A great deal is known about Emma Hamilton, of 
course - but not much about Me-o-Tzi, a young Cheyenne 
girl alleged to have given birth to an infant with gold-streaked 
hair... 

Both men were by turns vain, vulnerable, convivial, self- 
absorbed and occasionally testy. The two chief differences 
between them are that while Nelson was a pretty bright lad 
loved by his men and brother officers alike, Custer was fool¬ 
ish and headstrong and generally detested by all except a 
public seduced by the glamour of his self-serving book My 
Life on the Plains. How he ever got to be the youngest gen¬ 
eral in the Union Army is a mystery that eludes even author 
Evans. Of his physical courage there is absolutely no doubt, 
though - and so for long after he blundered into the biggest 
concentration of hostiles the West had ever seen, most white 
Americans preferred to believe he simply ran out of luck. 

Oh, one other thing. In the course of his career, Nelson 
lost an arm and the sight of one eye and suffered a few 
other nasty knocks. Custer went through his with barely a 
scratch. Except at the end, of course - and even then he 
escaped the grisly mutilations inflicted upon his companions. 

It is said that two Southern Cheyenne women recognised 
his body, stripped but for his socks, lying on the battlefield. 
When a bunch of Sioux warriors came by and wanted to cut 
him up. they explained that he was a relative. And so he was 
left alone. “They did this because of Me-o-tzi." 

The women did take the trouble to puncture Custer’s 
eardrums with a sewing awl, though. They did this to 
improve his hearing - because seven years earlier, when he 
smoked a pipe with Medicine Arrow and Little Robe, they 
had warned him that if he broke his promise and again made 
war on the Cheyennes, he would be killed. That was poor 
old George’s trouble - he just never listened to friendly 
advice. 

E ach generation choses its own heroes, according to 
current taste. Ours, more than any other, sets great 
store by good looks and the facile charm conveyed by 
the cinema or TV screen 

So the RN Museum’s effort in producing a truly lifelike 
image of Nelson, commendable though it is, matters less 
than how his contemporaries viewed him. 

In fact, if this new model really is an accurate likeness, 
then he was blond, slight and faintly epicene in appearance. 
A bit like Leonardo di Caprio, really - and so. like Leo. hardly 
cast in the heroic mould, as so many critics of his perfor¬ 
mance in Titanic were at pains to point out. 

Quite a contrast to bluff, craggy Jack Hawkins in the 1953 
film The Cruel Sea .Channel 4’s 6rave choice for prime time 
showing on Boxing Day - a slot you might have expected to 
be occupied by one of Leo's vehicles. 

Actually, it stands up to the test of time very well. The 
RADA accents grate a bit. but nothing much else does - and 
the horror of the sinking ship sequence is all the more effec¬ 
tive for being understated, as when Jack Hawkins, as the 
ageing CO, claps his hand over the voice pipe to the engine 
room, shutting out the screams of the men trapped below. 

So, taken at face value, who would you rather have at the 
helm when the going gets tough - Jack Hawkins or Leo di 
Caprio? Female readers need not respond ... 

Lone voice lost 

PADDY Ashdown was - and so is and always will be - a 
Royal Marine. His achievements as leader of the Liberal 
Democrats have been widely recognised - but his decision 
to step down must be a matter of still wider regret, since he 
is now the last of our leading politicians to have had the 
experience of serving with our Armed Forces. 

Whether or not he had your vote, his voice as an ex- 
Serviceman (enjoyed by many British leaders this century, 
including Prime Ministers Churchill, Attlee, Macmillan, 
Callaghan and Heath) will be sorely missed. 



MOD SQUARES UP TO MILLENNIUM COMPUTER CRISIS 


Gilbert's big push 
to beat the bug 


C OMPUTER problems arriving with the year 
2000 date change pose a challenge for the 
Armed Forces second only to Operation 
Desert Fox in the Gulf, warns Defence 
Procurement Minister Lord Gilbert. 



% We are only as good as the weakest link In the chain ... Year 
2000 work should not be delayed throuah inaction on anyone 's 
part. ” - Defence Procurement Minister Lord Gilbert. 


He told Navy News it was 
vital that action was taken now 
“to ensure that critical defence 
capabilities are maintained 
across the millennium period.” 

“Computer-based systems per¬ 
vade every aspect of our lives, 
either through individual items 
that we use every day, such as tele¬ 
phones, or through services provid¬ 
ed by companies which themselves 
depend on computers to deliver 
their service, such as supermarkets 
and electricity providers,” he said. 

“Even equipment wc might not 
initially think of as being vulnera¬ 
ble, such as cars or lifts, contain 
electronics that are computer- 
based. Often the date is not 
required for them to fulfil their 
function; it is simply programmed 
in as a convenience to the user, or 
because the microchip inside the 
equipment happens to have been 
programmed with the date at its 
time of manufacture. 

“The Prime Minister has taken a 
close interest in the problem and 
has set up a ministerial team to 
monitor and direct work in the 
public sector. 1 was asked by the 
Secretary of State to represent the 
MOD on this team, and to Ir¬ 
responsible for the day-to-day 
direction of our Year 2(XX) pro¬ 
gramme. 

“It is a measure of the impor¬ 
tance which the Government 
attaches to addressing this prob¬ 
lem that the team meets regularly, 
sometimes more than once in a 
week to review progress. 

“I and other MOD ministers 
receive a weekly briefing on 
progress and the Chief of the 
Defence Staff and the Permanent 
Under Secretary have confirmed 
that addressing the Year 2(XX) date 
change problem is the most impor¬ 
tant challenge we face outside 
immediate operational activities, 
such as our involvement in 
Operation Desert Fox. 

“ The Year 2000 programme that 
we have put in place within MOD 
is the largest of any of the central 
Government Departments. We 


have around 30,(XX) systems that 
use date and time as some part of 
their process. It seems a large 
number, but “systems” is a very 
broad term - it can range from a 
large computer network, such as 
CHOTS, tO a simple building 
alarm system. 

“So far, about half of 
these systems have been 
found to be susceptible to 
the millennium bug. 

“In order to ensure that 
resources were directed first at the 
most important systems, users 
were asked to review the systems 
that support each of the key 
defence capabilities. 

“This process has whittled down 
the very large number of systems to 
a smaller number - the current 
count is about 2,(XX) - of systems 
that are critical to military opera¬ 
tions and to essential 
Departmental business.” 

To date, work on over half these 
critical systems had been declared 
completed. Projections showed 
that work on the rest would be 
completed during this year, with 
only non-essential systems to be 
fixed after January, 1,2000. 

“Despite the progress that has 
been made - and I am aware of the 
effort being put in by many hun¬ 
dreds of staff across the 


Department - there is no room for 
complacency. Slippage in the pro¬ 
gramme could affect our ability 
safely to mount and support mili¬ 
tary operations, including those in 
support of the civil authorities in 
the UK. over the millennium date 
change period. 


“As well as making sure that our 
own systems will continue to work 
correctly, we also have another 
aspect to consider. 

“MOD, like most other large 
organisations, is critically depen¬ 
dent on others to provide certain 
key services, such as food, water or 


telecommunications. 

“It will not be enough to fix our 
systems; we also need to ensure 
that those companies that provide 
us w'ith such services are address¬ 
ing their own internal systems, and 
those of their sub-contractors. We 


are only as good as the weakest 
link in the chain. 

“The Year 2(XX) programme is 
not just about software engineers 
fixing our computer systems. Each 
one of us has a role to play. Year 
2(HX) work should not be delayed 
through inaction on anyone's part. 

“If you are a user of equipment 
that may use date as part of its 
function, and are unsure of 
whether it is Year 2000 compliant, 
then you should ask whether it has 
been checked. 

“You also need to be aware of 
any plans that have been put in 
place in the event of unexpected 
failure of the equipment that you 
use. 

"Much has been accomplished 
already, but there is now less than 
a year to the end of the millenni¬ 
um. 

“With your help, we can all 
enjoy the millennium holiday 
assured that Defence commit¬ 
ments and operational readiness 
can be maintained.” 


‘Slippage in the programme 
could affect our ability 
safely to mount and support 
military operations f 
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Options 

Harriers impress the US air 
force 


S EA HARRIERS from 
Yeovilton made a big 
impression on the US Air 
Force during a series of exer¬ 
cises in Arizona. 

Five aircraft from Somerset-based 
801 Squadron made the long flight to 
the States via the Azores and Bangor, 
Maine, with the assistance of RAF air- 
to-air refuelling tankers. 

Their task was to take part in multi-air¬ 
craft combined operations for the US 
Marine Corps Weapons Tactics 
Instructor's course at Yuma, which call 
for Sea Harrier involvement every two 
years. 

During their five-week stay they 
flew against F5 aggressors. FI8s 
and FI6s. whose highly experienced 
pilots were surprised and impressed 
with the performance of the Sea 
Harriers and their operators. 

The Sea Harrier's air-to-air combat 
capability was used to maximum effect and 
four-days of live attacks on ground targets 
in the desert, protected by realistic elec¬ 
tronic warfare systems, are thought to have 
been the most intensive ever undertaken by 
Sea Harriers outside of conflict. 

The detachment was also visited by the 
Captain of HMS Illustrious, Capt Mark 
Stanhope, who was able to appreciate the 
tactical complexity of his ship's primary 
weapon system and its ability to perform 
against the toughest opposition first hand. 

Throughout the trip, the aircrew worked 
a six-day week and had only one free week¬ 
end but the watch system operated by 
maintainers and engineers allowed some to 
visit the Grand Canyon, Los Angeles, 
Phoenix and San Diego. 


• TOPPING UP: FA2 Sea Harriers from 801 Squadron refuel from an 38 Group RAP Tristar en route to Yuma , Arizona. Picture. Lt car hgm Mitchell rn 




“I’m glad I signed up.” 




r 


You’ve joined the best, now get the best - 
the BT Chargecard. 

You can use it from almost any fixed line phone 
worldwide, and because calls are charged to 
your home phone bill, there’s no searching for 
foreign coins! You can even save up to 35% 
with Friends & Family. PremierLine and your 
nominated BestFriend number. 

So call now for more information and your free 
BT Chargecard. Or if you're overseas, just 
complete and return the voucher below. 

Enlist now and you’ll even get up to 
£3 worth of calls free. 

Freefone 0800 783 8210 

www.chargecard.bt.com 

• Some non-l'K payphones may need a coin, but its usually refunded. 


Call them and really bring things home. 


p Its good to talk 


Kit me out with £3 worth of free calls. 

Contact address 
Postcode 


Surname 


Billing telephone no. 


First names 


Signature 


I understand that every BT Chargecard call will lx* billed to my regular BT telephone account. 

Please complete all your details and send this form to: HT Chargecard. Armed Forces Applications. Royal House. KH) Wood Street. Liverpool LI 4l)H. Great I Into in 
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All these 



pictures are of the same man - but 




■ 1VHAT did Nelson really look 
Ull like? The question has 
WW dogged chroniclers of 
Britain's greatest admiral through¬ 
out our century, writes Anton 
Hanney. 

On face value, the problem should not 
have been too difficult. Images of him 
abound. He was a great and popular hero in 
his lifetime, during which over 40 portraits of 
him were produced from life. But very few 
are very much alike. 

Confusingly, even the two life-masks that are 
known to exist cannot be taken as totally true rep¬ 
resentations of his normal countenance. 

Now, however, research undertaken at 
the Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth 
has resuited in what is believed to be the 
most accurate representation ever made 
of Horatio - a life-size waxwork figure 
which has gone on display there as part 
of a gallery devoted to Lord Nelson. 

**Wc have brought together a lot of new evi¬ 
dence into what he looked like,” said the muse¬ 
um's Deputy Director, Colin White. ”We have 
based it on t fie life-mask and we can be pretty sure 
that when you Look at the model, you are looking 
at the face of Nelson.” 

It is a very revealing likeness - and something of 
a surprise to those of us fed on the accepted 
mythology. We see before us no gaunt, white- 
haired, diminutive man with one eye opauue or 
covered by a patch* but a good-looking, blond, 
dapper Naval officer with bright eyes. 

Of the myths about his appearance, the idea that 
Nelson wore a patch over one eye is now r the most 
commonly disbelieved In fact* it’s hard to under¬ 
stand how the misconception took shape - none of 




his portraits from life show a patch, and the offi¬ 
cers and sailors who saw him also knew that I he 
most he did to shield his eyes was to wear a peak 
on his cocked hat to protect his good, left eye from 
strong sunlight. His right eye betrayed little of the 
injury: it possibly bore a small blemish* hut was cer¬ 
tainly not marbled. 

The Nelson patch appears in more popular rep¬ 
resentations of his features - on such items as Toby 
jugs or mass-produced porcelain or other cheap 
images whose makers were expected to show that, 
as well as an arm. Nelson had ‘lost' an eye. What 
better way to do it than to give him a patch. The 
public expected it and* from the surviving sou¬ 
venirs, it seems his fans were unconcerned as to 
which eye the patch covered. 

It is still widely thought, however* that Horatio 
was a tiny man. Ai about 5ft bin* he would these 
days be considered short, but for his time - when 
people were generally much smaller - he was of 
average height* and most of his contemporaries 
would not have looked down on him in any physi¬ 
cal way* including Napoleon fif they had met) who 
was shorter. Capt Hardy of It MS Victory was* of 
course, a notable exec prion - standing over fift he 
was freakishly tall for his day. 

T he most important clues as to Nelson's 
facial features are the life-masks, one of 
which is at the RN Museum, and the other 
at the National Maritime Museum. Greenwich, At 
least one was once thought to be taken after death. 
It is now believed almost certainly that both were 
executed when Nelson visited Vienna in IfifX), 
They formed the basis of an oft-copied bust by 
Thaller and Ranson, which show’s the hero of the 
Nile looking austere and gaunt, with down-turned 
mouth and hollow cheeks. So much so that it is 
easy to see why it was thought the casls had been 
taken posthumously. In fact, they were taken at a 
time when Nelson's appearance may still have 
been influenced by the suffering caused by his 


• Nelson ’$ makers - Tony Julius of Gent Display Fig i 
Reproductions put the finishing touches to the Royal N 
of the great man . 


wounds. Three years earlier his arm had been blood t 
amputated, a major operation by any standards, control 
and in his day - in an age devoid of anaesthetics, go. 
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• Modern research has come up with 
this waxwork figure as the most tikely 
appearance of Britain's greatest Naval 
hero at about the time of the Battle of 
Trafalgar. The new exhibit at the Royal 
Naval Museum scotches several myths 
- including the idea that Nelson was 
below average height for his time t that 
his appearance was gaunt and that his 
hair was white . 


is this waxwork the true image? 


jres and Lesley Edwards of Costume 
*2 vat Museum's fascinating new image 

r.uisfusion, nr even any effective way lu 
infection anti pain - a case of touch-and- 


After the operation he had suffered months of 
agony which must have left him physically drained. 
On top of that, at the Baltic of the Nile in 1798, he 
incurred a head wound, the after-effects of which 
were persistent headaches. 

At the time of the likely execution of the masks 
he was being plagued by stomach problems, dys¬ 
pepsia perhaps exacerbated by his worry over the 
state of his marriage and the thought that his 
career was spent. 

It was a low point: L [ am so tired, fagged and 
worn out that the Nelson you knew is gone and but 
a shadow remains," he wrote to his agent, 
Alexander Davison, in June 18110. Jl seems that he 
just did not look himself. 


I nevitably, though, the masks provide some of 
the best evidence we have as to Nelson's phys¬ 
iognomy, The Royal Naval Museum s waxwork 
has been made with the help of the museum's 
experts who have extensively researched Nelson's 
appearance. While the Portsmouth life-mask has 
provided an important basts for their work, 
Horatio’s face now appears filled out, fleshier and 
more robust, slightly tanned from recent voyages 
in warm climes. 


His hair colour, too, is a revelation. 
Usually portrayed as having while hair, 
he is shown now as having a blond-like 
mop. Such was the trauma associated 
with the amputation of his arm, that 
apparently his hair had turned white. But 
by the time of Trafalgar, hair cuttings 
taken as souvenirs for lockets, etc. - a 
custom of the time - show that his nal- 
ural sandy colour had grown back to 
some extent. 


Among the museum's new exhibits in the 
Nelson Gallery is a series of film dips showing how 
the cinema over the decades has portrayed Nelson. 


Laurence Olivier was among those who was cast as 
the great man, although in the light of the new 
waxwork, viewers may fed that Peter Finch’s fea¬ 
tures - seen opposite Glenda Jackson as Lady 
Hamilton in Bequest to the Nation - provide a more 
accurate lookallfce. 

The legendary love aft air between Nelson and 
Emma Hamilton is also explored in the new 
gallery, which includes a life-size figure of a rather 
portly, jowly Emma in a generously sized dress 
recreated from fragments held in the museum. 
Rings the two exchanged on the day Horatio left 
for sea for the hist time in 181)5 arc also on show, 
one of which is on loan from the National 
Maritime Museum, 

'Hie new gallery was being officially opened on 
January 28 by a descendant of floratio and Emma, 
Mfs Anna Horatia Tribe. 

It includes a specially commissioned video, 
interactive computer programs and Internet infor¬ 
mation. It is the first of three new complementary' 
galleries opening at the museum this year, all sup¬ 
ported by the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
Hampshire County Council. The second section. 
The Suiting Navy opens at Easter, and the third, 
7 he Hattie of Trafalgar will be unveiled on the 
anniversary of the battle, October 21. 


THE PORTRAITS 

From top left clockwise: 

# Life mask taken in Vienna by Franz Thatter 
and Matthias Ranson (1800). 

# Nelson in HMS Victory by Charles Lucy 
(1856f 

0 Nelson wounded at the Nile, print of 1798 , 

0 Portrait by Lemuel Abbot (1798)l 
0 Painted from Nelson's dead body by Arthur 
Devls (1805), it shows the shade he wore to 
shield his good eye from the sum 

# Sketch in oils by John Hoppner for the full- 
length portrait in the Royal Collection (1801). 
0 Vienna portrait by Heinrich Fuger (1800), 

0 Stipple engraving by Thomas Burke (1800). 
0 Mfcfor of the Nile caricature by Gilray (1798). 
0 The extirpation of plagues of the Nile - with 
Nelson wearing a hookI (1798). 

0 Popular print of 1798 L 
0 Toby fug of about 1798. Here the potter has 
recycled a jug of Admiral Rodney by simply 
changing the name. 

0 The hero surrounded by his trophies - a 
portrait by William Beechey (1801). 

0 fiusf by John Ftaxman (1805). 

0 Portrait painted in Naples by Leonard! 
Guzzardi white Nelson was recovering from 
his Nile head wound (1799). 
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At Your Leisure 



The Blackburn Firebrand TF Mk4 (January’s ‘Aircraft of the 
Royal Navy') was originally intended as a fleet fighter but 
was later adapted to the role of ‘Torpedo/Fighter aircraft. 
Due to the early end of the Pacific War only a few were 
finally completed and joined the much-reduced Royal 
Navy for a brief period as the main carrier-borne post-war 
torpedo bomber. 

- From Ship Strike - the History of Air-to-Sea Weapon 
Systems by Peter C. Smith (Airlife £24.95). 


BOOKS. BADGES. OLD PHOTOS. 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

With 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh Cambridge Durham USA 
Established publisher welcomes 
books in all subjects 

Wnte for details or send your manuscnpt to: 

Pentland Press (NN), 1 Hutton Close, 
South Church. Durham DL14 6XB 

Tel: 01388 776555 Fax: 01388 776766 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction. Non-Fiction. Biography. 
Religious. Poetry. Childrens 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write or send your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 OLD BROMPTON ROAD. LONDON SW7 3DO 


ADMIRALTY 
SHIPS BADGES 

ORIGINAL PATTERNS 
1919-1994 
now with addendum 
1995-1998 

A two-volume work in hardback 
wilh 8-page addendum. Full colour 
printing of over 1720 approved 
Pattern badges for H.M. Ships. 
Shore Establishments and R.K.AN 
together wilh a brief text for every 
badge, Tull index and glossary of 
heraldic terms. Available from 
maritime bookshops or from: 

STONE FRIGATE 

17, Allington Drive, Strood. Kent. 
ME2 3SR 
Tel. 01634-711167 
for further information 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send for free lists of used and 
antiquarian books from our huge stock 
on Naval & Merchant Shipping 

N. Fisher Nautical 

HunUwood. St Helena Lane. St real 
Hassock*. Sussex BN6 8SD 

Tel: 01273 800873 Fax: 01273 891438 


NEVER . . . 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door. 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Liskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


flew photo's 
from Old! 


Scratched * Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised process. 

we can invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your original image. 
Repairs from: El 9.99 
Enlargements from: E6.00 
Quantom imaging 

Jreepo^t TK2077(no req) 

PO fjox 84. fEgham. 

Surrey. 'TW20 8%R 

TEC: 0178 4 43Q6Q7 


HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN YOUR 
MEMOIRS? 

We publish fine editions of 

MEMOIRS • LETTERS 
HISTORIES - BIOGRAPHIES 
DIARIES - FAMILY HISTORIES 

and can arrange the complete 
publication of your booh. 

Write to: The Memoir Club, 
Suite 11742(N), 72 New Bond Street, 
London, WIY9DD 



AN ANSWER 
TO QUESTIONS 
OF HONOUR 


BATTLES and Honours of the Royal Navy date from the 
1954 that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty finally 
recognise them. 


And David Thomas’s 
Battles and Honours of the 
Royal Navy (Leo Cooper £25) 
claims to mark the first time a 
complete and comprehensive 
list has been published. 

The document which helps set 


GREAT VALUE 

BOOKS 


7MF Navy 


H MS 

A TRIBUTE 
TO ONE OF 
BRITAIN'S 
LAST 

WOODEN 
WALLS 
AND A 
CELEBRATION 
OF THE TON 
CLASS 




"This iiltle hook has jogged a few happy 
memories for me. I hope it will give a clue to the 
past life of a great little ship and her people, and 
be treasured as a tribute to the remarkably 
successful Ton Class and all who sailed in the 
last of the Royal Navy's wooden walled ships.” 

- HRH The Prince of Wales 


Size approx: 11'* x 8 « 

Soitoce mail abroad please odd SOp 


£5.95 

incl UK PSP 


WHITE ENSIGN - RED DRAGON 

The History of the Royal .\avy in Hong hong !S4l " 1997 


A concise history 
of Hong Kong, with 
personal accounts of 
sailors' experiences 



A marvellous 
photographic 
record containing 
many unpublished 
images 




Sold in aid of the 
LEP Trust , 
established to support 
Hong Kong Chinese 
servicemen 
after the Hand-over 


£19.95+ £3.50 p&p UK 

£4.30 surface mail. \ir mull details available mi request 


-*k 


ALL ORDERS TO: Navy News , HMS Nelson , Portsmouth , POl 3HH \ 

Cheques to accompany orders made payable to Nary Ne*s. For orders outside UK. payment can he mark* by ClKque/lnienvitional Money 
Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK honk. Or for payment by credit card/s*itch <UK or abroad) please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 


out the criteria and lists the awards 
of battle honours is Admiralty 
Fleet Order (AFO) 2565/54 Issue 
98/54 Battle Honours for HM 
Ships and FAA Squadrons. Sub¬ 
sequent Orders and memoranda 
have added to these lists. 

It rationalised what had been for 
centuries a slipshod arrangement. 
Prior to this date commanding offi¬ 
cers of HM ships often displayed 
honours on their own authority, 
often inaccurately, perpetuating 
errors and without standards of 
presentation or display. The AFO 
put matters right once and for all. 

The terms under which battle 
honours would be awarded were 
clearly defined. “A battle honour 
will be awarded for those actions 
which resulted in the defeat of the 
enemy, or when the action was 
inconclusive but well fought, and in 
exceptional circumstances where 
outstanding efforts were made 
against overwhelming odds.” 

There were six types of service 
approved for rating as a battle hon¬ 
our: 

• Fleet or Squadron actions. 

• Single-ship or Boat Service 
actions. 

• Major Bombardments. 

• C ombined Operations. 

• Campaign Awards 

• Area Awards. 

It was not the Admiralty’s inten¬ 
tion to award honours for a British 


Armada - but it was not until 
approved a system to officially 

defeat (thus, for example, exclud¬ 
ing the Force Z battle which result¬ 
ed in the loss of HMS Prince of 
Wales and HMS Repulse). “Suc¬ 
cessful service” is the term used to 
differentiate between active partic¬ 
ipation and simple presence at an 
action or operation, clearly 
approving only those which result¬ 
ed in the more or less complete 
frustration of the enemy’s inten¬ 
tion at the time, although no war¬ 
ship may have been sunk. 

To make up for the various 
anomalies the AFO throws up, the 
author has included a number of 
items for which no battle honour 
has been given. He makes the 
point, for instance, that British 
submarine activity is only hon¬ 
oured by campaign awards: “This 
seems to me inadequate recogni¬ 
tion when some patrols equated to 
battles”. 

So to help redress the balance 
he has put in Cdr Martin Nasmith s 
1915 foray into the Sea of 
Marmara in El 1 and Lt Cdr David 
Wanklyn’s exploits in the Upholder 
operating out of Malta in 1941-42. 

Here then are authoritative 
accounts of Pondicherry (1759) 
and Banda Neira (1810) alongside 
Jutland (1916) and the Falkland 
Islands (1982) to make for a fasci¬ 
nating read as well as an invaluable 
work of reference - Navy News w ill 
certainly keep its own copy handy. 


Submarine 
tales that 
create an 
atmosphere 
all of their 
own... 


AFTER World War I Rear 
Admiral Submarines called for 
reports from submarine COs and 
staff medical officers on the health 
of crews on patrol. Their respons¬ 
es are included in John Winton’s 
fascinating selection of personal 
anecdotes The Submariners 
(Constable £20): 

“I do not think that five subma¬ 
rine sailors in 100 clean their teeth 
at sea. Their teeth are usually in an 
insanitary condition and. due part¬ 
ly to this and partly to constipa¬ 
tion, their breath is normally bad 
at sea. I think the constipation of 
ratings i s due to their own care¬ 
lessness and ignorance, and it is 
difficult for officers to deal with 
this as the men do not willingly 
report their condition.” - Cdr J. G. 
Brown, K12. 

“The chief handicap to the effi¬ 
ciency of the submarine seaman is 
his tendency to constipation 
induced by over-eating, lack of 
exercise and inadequacy of conve¬ 
niences. Some boats had no WC at 
all. relief was generally discour¬ 
aged until the boat came to the 
surface at night and 1 have heard 
of cases where men went without 
relief for four or five days. 
Personally I made a man take a pill 
every two days unless I was 
assured he had no need of it ... 

“I myself suffered from a form 
of this disease (Pyorrhoea) known 
as ‘French mouth’ and a dental 
specialist blamed it on tinned 
food. This view was sufficiently 
well looked on by the Admiralty to 
make them refund me a very large 
bill for dental treatment” - u 
C’dr G. P. Thompson, E35. 

“Excluding the various forms of 
gas poisoning, I have seen no con¬ 
dition peculiar to the submarine 
service.” - Surg Cdr C. R. Rickard. 
HMS Maidstone. 
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Nelson 

'didn't 

disobey 

Jepvis' 


F 


OR OVER 200 years it has been argued that for tak¬ 
ing his ship out of line during the Battle of Cape St 
Vincent without the approval of his C-in-C, Sir John 
Jervis, Nelson should have been court-martialled. 



And that only because the 
Spanish fleet was thereby 
defeated did he escape cen¬ 
sure. 

Nonsense, says Colin White, 
deputy director of the Royal 
Naval Museum. In 1797 - 
Nelson’s Year of Destiny he says 
he was acting entirely in the 
spirit of his orders: 

“To understand the signifi¬ 
cance of what Nelson did, it is 
important to appreciate that 
Jervis made two separate sig¬ 
nals to tack during the battle: 
one at 1208 to the whole fleet 
and the other at 1250 to the rear 
division alone. 

“Nelson mentioned only the 
second signal in his account 
and so, unwittingly, misled his¬ 
torians - many of whom have 
conflated the two signals and 
based their assessment of the 


Shutters 
close at 
Wright & 
Logan 

AFTER 75 years as naval 
photographers, the well- 
known Portsmouth firm 
of Wright & Logan is 
closing down on March 
31. 

To thousands of RN 
personnel, enthusiasts, 
naval authors and broad¬ 
casting companies 

worldwide, Wright & 
Logan have long been an 
institution, the shop in 
Queen Street having 
over a million warship 
photographs for sale. 

The Warship Coll¬ 
ection of over 22,000 
negatives provides a 
unique account of the 
Navy from 1924 to the 
present day and has 
some 2,000 images of 
foreign units. 

The shop also stocks a 
wide range of books, 
nautical magazines, 
ship’s badges, clocks 
and other artefacts, to be 
included in a decommis¬ 
sioning sale from March 
16-31. 

Meanwhile proprietor 
for the past 30 years Ron 
Forrest says he hopes 
the Warship Collection 
itself will remain in 
Portsmouth - preferably 
with the Navy. 


battle on the mistaken assump¬ 
tion that Nelson wore out of the 
line at the same time as the 
Culloden tacked. In fact, the 
two events were 40 minutes 
apart. 

“As a result of this often- 
repeated mistake, Nelson’s 
move has been misunderstood 
in the past: being portrayed as 
an act of disobedience, involv¬ 
ing considerable professional 
risk because he left the 
sacred’ line of battle and, 
moreover, risk to his ship 
because he took on the entire 
Spanish fleet alone. 

“Modern research, based on 
a careful analysis of the logs of 
the ships involved and of 
Jervis’ signals, has qualified 
thisjudgment considerably. 

“First, by 1300 the British 
line was already fragmented; 
and Jervis had in any case just 


• All smiles - Nelson is received by Admiral Jervis after the Battle of St Vincent. (A. D. McCormack). From Nelson - A Personal History 
by Christopher Hibbert (Viking). 


initiated a break-up of the line 
ahead formation by ordering 
his centre and rear to act inde¬ 
pendently. So, the single, rigid 
line of battle had already been 
abandoned. 

“Second, Nelson did not take 
on the Spanish alone. Rather, 
he took his place at the head of 
the British van, just in front of 
the Culloden which had begun 
engaging the Spanish centre 
about ten to fifteen minutes 
earlier. 

T hird, although Nelson 
certainly acted on his 
own initiative, his move 
to join his colleagues in 
the van was entirely within the 
spirit of the orders that Jervis 
had just given: the admiral had 
signalled his rear to reinforce 


his van and that is what 
(Nelson) did. 

“So ‘disobedience’ is not an 
appropriate word to describe 
Nelson’s action: it is more help¬ 
ful to see it as another demon¬ 
stration of the remarkable 
degree of understanding and 
trust which had grown up 
between the two men.” 

A document recently ac¬ 
quired by the museum rein¬ 
forces this view. It is a copy of 
Jervis’s first sailing orders for 
the Mediterranean Fleet, in 
which he instructs his two 
smallest and fastest battle¬ 
ships, the Diadem and the 
Agamemnon (then commanded 
by Nelson) to act independent¬ 
ly: “they are at liberty to take 
any advantage of the Enemy, 
beaten or disabled (which may 
appear to them practicable) 


without waiting for a signal 
from the Admiral.’’ 

Furthermore, Jervis incorpo¬ 
rated Nelson's manoeuvre into 
his planning for future battles. 
On March 28, 1797 he issued 
two memoranda accompanied 
by six diagrams - one of which 
clearly shows the British fleet 
breaking through an enemy 
line in the same formation as at 
Cape St Vincent. The vanmost 
ship has just tacked while the 
rearmost ship has also turned 
to engage the enemy. 

Another mystery item in 
Nelson’s annus mirabilis con¬ 
cerns his apparently reckless, 
if not suicidal decision to make 
a second assault on Santa Cruz 
immediately after the first had 


been repulsed and when all ele¬ 
ment of surprise had been lost. 

It is now well known that 
Nelson was acting on the 
advice of a Prussian deserter, 
who suggested that a second 
attack might be successful - 
advice he must have regretted 
giving, as he was taken along 
as a guide and did not survive. 

Nelson lost his right arm in 
this business - and the injury 
took several agonising months 
to heal. One avenue not 
explored here is the amount of 
relief he might have been 
tempted to obtain from opium 
(laudanum). Six weeks later he 
was unable to sleep without it. 
Might Nelson have become an 
addict? 


One man’s idea of 
heaven and hell 


I T’S ALL in the mind, of 
course, this millennium 
business. Organising time 
into units of ten: conve¬ 
nient nonsense, that’s all. But 
then the thought of the last 
February of the 20th century 
slipping away strikes at the 
heart and, oh dear, there’s 
going to be a lot of this in the 
air over the coming months. 

Movie-wise, the taste for mor¬ 
bidness and melancholy is already 
making itself felt. The most 
extreme example so far is What 
Dreams May Come, about Robin 
Williams's experiences in the after¬ 
life. 

Williams is best known as a 
comedian, but there's nothing 
humorous about this tale of a man 
who's killed in a car crash and who 
is guided across a series of heavens 
and hells by family members and 
friends who have died before him. 

Regardless of how one reacts to 
the idea of all this, the imaginative 
design w ork is by itself well worth a 
look. One of the hells - an endless 
ships' graveyard - is particularly 
awesome. 

What Dreams May Come is an 

adaption of a 1970s novel by 
Richard Matheson, author of sci-fi 
dawte The Shrinking Man and I 
Am Legend. In later life he 


became, like Sherlock Holmes cre¬ 
ator Conan Doyle, fascinated by 
spiritualism, and his book has a 
back-up bibliography of source 
material which gives the impres¬ 
sion that the astral plain is as tan¬ 
gible as the Orinoco Basin, and 
ought to be featuring regularly in 
the National Geographic. 

Be that as it may, it's for sure 
that even if there is some such 
region out there between the 
dimensions, it s unlikely in be us 
exciting as What Dreams May 
Come makes it out to be. 

Meanwhile, with a shriek of 
tyres and a burst of small arms fire, 
an assortment of Hollywood tough 
guys erupts on to the scene, offer¬ 
ing a different, more down to earth 
sort of fantasy. 

Out of Sight is the latest 
Elmore Leonard adaption, with 
another prize collection of colour¬ 
ful miscreants and offbeat law 
enforcers getting crosswise of each 
other in pursuit of their own, most¬ 
ly illegal agendas. 

It's terrific fun, and suggests 
George Clooney may yet escape 
from nis ER identity. The best way 
to enjoy Ronin is to accept from 
the outset that its series of spectac¬ 
ular heists, car chases and shoot- 
outs is never going to settle down 
into a coherent storyline, any more 
than its title - Ronin were 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


Japanese warriors - is going to 
make sense, even as metaphor. 

The movie’s main curiosity value 
is the sight of Robert De Niro in a 
role that might have been written 
for Jean-Claude Van Damme. 


DEFENCE 
N YOUR 
POCKET 


SUMMARISING all as¬ 
pects of the Strategic 
Defence Review in one 
pocket-sized volume is 
The Armed Forces of the 
United Kingdom 1999 - 
2000 (Leo Cooper £5.95). 

Editor of the highly 
successful British Army 
Pocket Guide 1997 98 
Charles Heyman provides 
a breakdown of the equip¬ 
ment and organisation of 
all three Armed Services 
and the missions and 
management of the UK 
Defence. 


AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion,Biography, 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 

AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS • MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OPEN t0 4 (SATURDAY 10 It 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


' NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS ' 

Our tree monthly catalogues always otter an 
interesting and non-repetrtive selection from our 
large stock ot secondhand books on all aspects ot 
Naval, Mercantile & Seafanng Activities. 

Send tor one now. 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

PO Box 7 St Leonards-on-Sea, 
v East Sussex. TN37 6ZA > 


BOOKFINDING SERVICE. 

Out-of-Print lilies. Naval and maritime 
and war books, and all other subjects. 
Details from: Barlow Moor Books, 
29 Churchwood Road, Didsbury, 
Manchester M20 6TZ. 


Telephone: 0161 434 5073 
l ax: 0161 44S 2491 


HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close, 
Bledlow Ridge, Buckinghamshire. 
HP14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 4XIIIX 
Fax:(01494)481121. 
martin@hp-bookfmders.co.uk 
**HMS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
. . video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M.S. GANGES 
(Roll on my dozen!) & H.M.S 
GANGES (Tales of the T.R.O.G.'S.) 
S.A.E. details Douglas Hse. Penmarth 
Redruth. Cornwall TRI6 6NX 


HMS VICTORIOUS 

1937-1969 
By Neil McCart 

T he latest in the series detailing (lie careers of the 
Royal Navy’s aircraft carriers. This volume follow's 
the Victorious from building to the breaker’s yard with 
detailed accounts of each commission. Foreword by 
Vice-Admiral Sir lan McIntosh, die Victorious' last 
commanding officer. 155 illustrations. Hardback with 
full colour laminated dust jacket. Price £21 plus p&p. 
ISBN I 901225 01 I 

Also Still Available: 

HMS CENTAUR 1943-1972 (Hardback) £16.95 plus p&p 

Please add £2.00 p&p UK & EU (£4.00 overseas airmail). Payment by sterling 
cheque, postal order, or by VISA/MASTERCARD. Tclephone/Fax orders welcomed. 
From FAN PI BLICATIONS. 17 Wymans Lane. Cheltenham. Cilos GL5I 9QA. 
Tel/Fax 01242 580290. or order from good bookshops. Allow 21 days for delivery. 
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New Year Honours 


redpiei 
New Year Honours List: 

KCB - Vice Admiral Jeremy Joe 
Blackham. 

CB - Vice Admiral David Anthony James 
Blackburn LVO Rear Admiral John Allan 
Trewby 

GBE - Admiral Sir Peter Abbott KCB. 

CBE - Commodore Barry Leighton. 
Commodore Andrew William Nefhercliff OBE 

OBE - Cdr Philip Norman Hams. Lt Col 
Stephen Thomas Hartnell RM. Cdr William 
Richard John Hockin Cdr Keith Howell Cdr 
David James Mattick Cdr Richard Michael 
Simmonds. Cdr Geoffrey Charles Thomas 

MBE - Lt Cdr Gillian Glassford 
Aitkenhead Lt Cdr Stewart John Austin. 


LWTR David Mark BakJry. CPOMEA Steven 
Barraclough Lt Cdr Mark Thomas Boast. A/U 
Cdr Neil John Broom QARNNS. Lt Cdr 
Anthony Graham Brown CPOWEA Robin 
Joseph Flannagan. CPO (Careers Service) 
Lloyd William Gamble. Temporary Lt William 
Gauson. Lt Cdr Paul Francis Gill. CPCHSEA) 
David William Login. W0(MW)(0) Simon 
John Richard Mansell. Lt Cdr (SCC) Donald 
Murchison RNR. WO Henry Nichols CpI 
Darren Mark Restarick RM WO Mark 
Duncan Robins WOl Roger Tinson. WO 
Paul James Vaughan Wilmot. 

RRC - Cdr Isabella Barclay Gauld. 
QARNNS. 

ARRC - Lt Neale Derek Piper. QARNNS. 


Meritorious Service Medals 


THE NAVAL Secretary has approved the 
award of the Meritorious Service Medal to the 
following: 

WO(AEA) R.J Appleby (RNAS Yeovilton). 
CPO(M) T.G. Bates (HMS Raleigh). 
WCHMAA) P Blake (RNAS Yeovilton). WO(R) 
T K. Boy land (RN Gibraltar). WO(AEM) DC 
Burrows (HMS Sultan). AWO(PT) M R 
Carter (Drake CBP - HMS Raleigh). 

CPO(AH) D.J Crown (NAIC Northholt). 
CPOSA D.6. Cross (HMS Collmgwood - 
HMS Nottingham). WO(EW)(Q) PM. Davies 
(HMS Dryad). WO(WTR) D T Eagles (HMS 
Raleigh). BD C/Sgt C.M. Fleming (RNAS 
Yeovilton). CPOA(PHOT) R.C. Forbes 
(RNAS Yeovilton). WO(MEM) M F Hawkins 
BEM (DISC - HMS Ferret). WO(CAS) F.J. 


Hunt (DNR). WO(WEM) J.S. Imne (CSST 

Shore. Faslane). CP * ~ . 

Neptune Cl" 

McCulloch ( _ _HI 

CPOCA T A. Meadows (HMS Nelson - HMS 
Fearless). WO(METOC) J M Notley (RNSO 
MO) 

WO(WEA) D.J. Phillips (NMA Gosport). 
WO(WTR) C.J. Pilcher (FOTR). 
CPOAEM(M) G Price (801 NAS). WO(CA) 
G Revill (RNAS Culdrose). W02 DC 
Robertson (RMB Stonehouse). CPOWEM(R) 
G. Seddon (HQ DCSA). WO(WTR) M R 
Smith (PJHQ), CPOA(AH) C.J. Spittlehouse 
(8TO NAS). WO(WTR) N F Wallace MBE 
(FOSF - HMS Excellent. CPOAEM(L) J.K. 
Watson (819 NAS) 


Promotions to Chief 


ACTING CHARGE CHIEF 
ARTIFICER/TECHNICIAN 
To ACCAEA(M) - K.K. Hunt (RNAS 
Culdrose). D A. Collins (RNAS Culdrose). I. 
White (815 Sqn. HQ). 

To ACCAEA(R) - JJ. Mulhall (815 Sqn. 
HO) 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in January for the following to 
be promoted: 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPO(SR) B M. Edmondson 
(Roebuck). A.L. Sweet (Beagle). R.M 
Dorrington (Scott). 

To CPOWWA - T.A. Marsh (SSA/CWTA 
Ports.) 

OPERATIONS (COMMUNICATIONS) 

To CPOCY D.G. Spence 

(Campbeltown). 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEM(M) MA Beaumont 

(Gloucester). 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOSA: M M S. Towers 

(Endurance). D.S. Pernn (SHAPE Belgium). 

R.G luxford (RMB Stonehouse). 

To CPOFS J Richmond (Drake 
CBP(CNH), S.T. Warrington (Drake 
CBP(CNH). B.A. Main (2SUCNH). 

MEDICAL AND DENTAL 
To CCMT G.C. Bennett (RH Haslar} 


Deaths 


Admiral Sir Richard Thomas KCB. 
KCVO. OBE. UK Military Representative to 
NATO 1989-92 Served 1951-91 Ships. 
Illustnous. Gambia. Eastbourne. Crossbow. 


Naval Secretary. Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod 1992-95. Member of committee of 
Royal Humane Society. Governor of English 
Speaking Union, council member of Ihe 
Stroke Association Dec. 13. aged 66. 

Rear Admiral Otto Steiner CB. Assistant 
Chief of Defence Staff 1966-68 Served 
1935 68 Ships: Orion. Southampton. Ilex. 
Havelock (Narvik). Frobisher (E Indies). 
Vernon. Superb. Ceylon. Daedalus. Saintes 
(CO and Capt D3). UK High Commission 
Canada. Centaur (CO. Dar es Salaam 
mutiny, also Laconia rescue). Commodore of 
RN Sailing Association 1974-77 and impor 
tant figure in creation of first Whitbread 
Round the World Race CO of Beniamin 
Bowring, mother ship for 1979 Trans Globe 
Expedition. Former chairman of Shipwrecked 
Fishermen and Manners Benevolent Society. 



IS V 


THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officers* Charitable ami Social fellowship, is open to ail Serving anti 
Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN. RM. WRNS. QARNNS and their 
Reserves. 

formed in 1925. ARNO’s primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honourary Members (the widows of former members) with grants and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £3 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscriptions (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: * Automobile 
Association Membership at less than half price in many cases • House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. • Legal, Financial and Medical Consultations at free or 
favourable rates • Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance. travel, hotels, clothing and hirewcar, car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are 
issued, and ARNO organises * Regional Social Functions and Croup Holidays 

* A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays 

* Mail redirection * Swords and uniform items for sale * an ARNO credit card. 
For membership application form, please complete the following: 

To: Lt Cdr 1 M P Coombes RN. ARNO. 70 Portchester Tce. London W2 3TP 
Please send me details and a membership application form: 





Appointments 


Rear Admiral lain Henderson. 

to continue as Flag Officer Naval 
Aviation and to be head of Joint 
Force 2000 implementation team. 

Cdr I. D. Arthur to be CO HMS 
Vigilant (Stbd). Dec. 3. 1998. 

Cdr T. J. Green to be CO HMS 
Vigilant (Stbd). March 23. 

Maj. C. W. P. Hobson to be CO 
Commando Logistic Regt. March 
26. 


Points 


To CPONN C.R Smyth (MODHU 
Derriford). S.L. Kimber (RH Haslar). 

FLEET AIR ARM (ENGINERING) 

To CPOAEM(L) G. Hodgson (RNAS 
Culdrose). P.G Divall (899 Sqn Heron). R.S. 
Robinson (RNAS Yeovilton). 

To CPOAEM(M) J.P. Kenyon (RNAS 
Culdrose). M.A Holmes (RNAS Yeovilton), J. 
Stuart (RNAS Yeovilton). 

FLEET AIR ARM (NON-ENGINEERING) 

To CPO(AC) A.E. Anderson (RNAS 
Yeovilton) 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPORS(SM) P.A.Stevens (Dolphin 
SM School). A R. Kempsell (FOSM Nwood 
Ops). R.C. Steiger (Spartan). 

To CPOMEM(SM) - P. Pringle (Turbulent). 

S. J. Peart (Drake CFM). S Fraser (Victorious 
Stbd ). D.W. Cree (Neptune NT). 

CPO ART1FICERTECHNICIAN 

Commodore Naval Drafting has been noti- 
1ed of the following advancements to CPO 
Artificer/Technician which were made by 
commanding officers: 

To CPOMEA - J.R Bailie (Monmouth). 

T. L. Duncan (Cumberland). I.R. Hazell (Drake 
CFM). 

To ACPOMEA H R. Caulton (Sultan). 
R D. Powell (London). S.L Ranner (Drake 
CFM). A.L. Read (Cumberland). R.P 
Swansbury (Clyde Mixman 1). 

To CPOWEA R.A Board (Cardiff). R.J 
Steele (Monmouth). 


Member of Association of RN Officers. Dec 
27. aged 82. 

Ma). Gen. Robert Beverley Loudon CB. 

OBE. Major General RM Training Group. 
Portsmouth 1971-75. Served 1940-75. 
Enlisted RM. commissioned 1941. 
Appointments: 43 Cdo (Mediterranean 1943 
45). 45 Cdo (Hong Kona. Malta, Palestine 
1945 48). instructor RNC Greenwich 1950- 
52. Staff of C-in-C Amenca and W Indies 
1953-55. 40 Cdo (Malta. Cyprus). 42 Cdo 
(Singapore. Borneo. CO 40 Cdo (Far East 
1967-69). Brigadier UK Commandos. 
Plymouth 1969-71 Representative Colonel 
Commandant RM 1983 84. Chairman British 
Joint Shooting Committee 1977 82 Former 
Director Mental Health Foundation. Member 
Of Guild of Freemen and Association ol RN 
Officers. Aged 85. 

Capt William Meeke MBE. DSC and Bar. 
wartime submanne CO. served 1932 66. vol¬ 
unteered for submarines 1937. Vessels: 
Sealion, Sturgeon, involved in midget subma¬ 
rine development (CO X3 and X5). Una (CO). 
Shalimar (CO. Pacific), service with RAN. 
Tabard (CO and CO 4th Submarine 


THE FOLLOWING shows the total points of 
ratings at the top of each advancement roster 
for petty officer and leading rates in January 
after issue of Bl3s. 

Intermediaries (Int) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
•basic date order Dates shown against Inf 
rosters are the basic dates of the top eligible 
personnel The number following the points 
(or basic date) is the number advanced m 
January. 

CCMEAML Int (3 4 98). Nil; CCMEAEL 
Int (3 4.98). Nil; CCMEAMLSM Dry. Nil: 
CCMEAELSM Int (7.1098). Nil; 
CCWEAADC - Ini (11.12.98). Nil, 

CCWEAWDO Int (11 12 98). Ni; 

CCWEAADCSM Dry. Nil CCWEAWDOSM 
Dry. Nil; CCWEASWSNAVSM Dry. Nil; 
CCWEASWSTECSM Dry. Nil; CCAEAM 
148 (1 9 97). 3; CCAEAR Dry. Nil; 
CCAEAWL 301 (26.11.95). Nil. 

PO(EWXO) - 310 (14.6.94). Nil; LS(EW) 
- Int (14.10.97). Nil; PO<M) - 152 (14.11.95). 
Nil; LS(M) -140(14.11.95). Nil. PO(R) 385 
(15.2.94). Nil LS<R) Int (14.1.97), 2; PO(S) 
89 (14.5.96). Nil; LS(S) - 166 (10.10.95). 
I; PO(D) 433 (14 1 94), 1; L$(D) 


Nil; 


658 


D) - 433 (14.1 94). 1; 

(IZ.&.SZ). Nil; PO(MW)(0) - Int (6.h.9t»). Nil; 
LS(MW) Int (11.3.97), Nil; PO(SR) 414 
(14 6 94). Nil; LS(SR) - Int (15.10.96). Nil; 
PO(SEA) 627(14.1.93). 4 

POCY Dry. Nil; POCO 536 (8.6.93). 
Nil. LRO Ini (13.10.98). Nil; POPT 501 
(12.10.93). 2: RPO 708 (10.3.92). Nil; 
POMEM(L)(GS) - Int (13.11 98). 3: LME 
Int (27.3.98). 2. POMEM‘ 


yiEM- 



HMS Brave Borderer - fast trials in 1959. 3Q years 3gO 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the February 20 years ago 
headlines of past decades ... -— 


THE FALKLAND Islands had been circumnavigat¬ 
ed by a Royal Navy hovercraft. During the 600-mile 
journey around the 200 islands, the SRN 6 hover¬ 
craft delivered mail to remote farms, tackling ter¬ 
rain which even four-wheel drive vehicles would 
have found difficult. 


40 years ago 


THE CRUISER HMS Sheffield went into reserve. 
She paid off in Portsmouth where she received a 
farewell visit by the Duchess of Kent who had 
launched the ship 23 years before. 

HMS Brave Borderer, the first of two new fast 
patrol boats built by Vosper, exceeded 50 knots 
during her contractor’s trials off Portsmouth. 


THE FUTURE of Chatham Naval Base seemed 
more assured after an Admiralty decision to keep 
at least six operational frigates based there on a 
longer-term footing. Normal refit would also be 
carried out there. 

Survey ships HMS Herald and HMS Fawn 
detached from a surveying task off southern Iran 
to evacuate British and American nationals strand¬ 
ed by the halt on commercial flights out of the trou¬ 
bled country. 


(L)(GS) Int (27.3.98). 2. POMEM(M)(GS) 
246 (25.4.95). Nil; LMEM(M)(GS) 184 
(21 7.95). Nil POWEM(O) 277 (1.11.94). 
Nil; LWEM(O) 219 (29.3.95). Nil 

POWEM(R)(GS) - 261 (5 7 94) Nil; 

LWEM(R)(GS) 351 (6 5 94). 2. POCA(GS) 
557 (18.2.93). 1; LCH(GS) 501 (25.3 93). 
Nil. POSTD(GS) - 853 (28 8 91) Nil; 
LSTD(GS) 519 (18.3.93). Nil POSA(GS) 
434 (30 3 94). Nil; LSA(GS) 398 (4.8 93). 
Nil; POWTR(GS) 515 (2.6 93). Nil; 
LWTR(GS) 456(23.11.93). Nil. POMA Inl 
(11.397). 2 LMA 65 (14.5.96). 7; 
PO(S)(SM)(0) - 703 (7.2 92). Nil; LS(S)(SM) 
- 640 (18.9.92). Nil; PO(TS)(SM) 488 
(31 8 93). Nil. LS(TS)(SM) 507 (10.6 93). 
Nil; PORS(SM) - 279 (11.10.94). Nil 

LRO(SM) - 237 (14,2.95). Nil. 

POMEM(L)(SM) Inl (164.98). 3; 
LMEM(L)(SM) Int (20.2.97). 1. 

POMEM(M)(SM) Dry. 2; LMEM(M)(SM) 
Int (29 10 98), Nil. POWEM(R)(SM) 603 
(3.11.92). Nil LWEM(R)(SM) - 914 (3.7.90). 
1; POSA(SM) Dry. Nil; LSA(SM) Int 


Squadron. Singapore). Ocean. RNAS Hal 
Far. Malta; Lynx (CO). Lochinvar (CO). 
Member ol Association of RN Officers. Dec. 3 
in Malta, aged 84 

Lt John Evans DSC. served 1940-45 
Served in HMS Hart land during attempt to 
capture Oran during N Africa landings 
Helped to get almost half of ship's company 
ashore after Harttand blew up. Captured then 
released by Allied troops Navigating officer 
HMS Wild Goose 1943-45. Aged 85. 

Sir William Mars-Jones MBE (military). 
High Court judge 1969 90 Served in RNVR 
1939-45. becoming lieutenant-commander. 
Jan. 10. aged 83 

J. E. (Jack) Nuttall. ex AB Ships; 
Bideford and Alexandna Naval Base 

Jim Ferry, ex RS(SM). Boats: Porpoise. 
Oracle. Also HMS Warrior (Northwood). Nov. 
20. aged 53. 

Ian McGlashen. ex-CPO. HMS Amethyst. 
Yangtze Incident. Nov. 25. 

Rod F. Sturrock ex leading air fitter (E). 
served 1942-46 November 

A. V. (Vic) Herbert. ex-Sigs. Ships: 
Renown. Mistrel, Avalon. Sultan. Royal 
Rupert. Member of HMS Renown 
Association Aged 75. 

Ernest (Kltch) Templeton, served 1930 
65. including minesweepers and trawlers in 
North and South Atlantic and Med Also HMS 
Forward, Sussex RNR Dec. 13. aged 84 
L. E. (Ted) Dennis, member of RN Patrol 
Service Association Served in HMS 
Arethusa and minesweepers. Dec. 9. aged 
71 

Edwin Ernest Moseley ex PO. served 
1938-46. Ships Caledonia, Arethusa Merlin. 
Member ol Majestic and Caledonia Boys 
1937-39 Association. Dec. 30. aged 77 
Frederick William Hubbard ex CPO. 
served 1929-54 Ships Cornwall. Wolfhound. 
Foxhound. Hostile. Kipling. Queen. Dieppe. 
Crossbow. Superb Member of HMS Kipling 
Survivors Association. Dec 12. aged 85 
Sidney E. Buckley ex-LSM. served 
1948-55. Ships included Daring. Drake Dec. 
24. aged 68. 

Bill Tibbs. ex-CCY. served 1936-61. 
Member of Communications Association. 
Dec 27 

Steven Brian Hardiman. ex-LAEM(M). 
served 1973-82. Ships; Tiger. Blake. Also 
Squadrons 706. 820. 819. Dec 18. aged 47 
Fred Dow-Berry ex-RM. served 1938- 
60. Capped Imperial Services Rugby Badge. 
Dec. 12. aged 78. 

C. F. (Charlie) Zak. ex-MEMl. served 
1961-75. Ships: Chaplet. Meon. Lofoten. 
Victorious. Adamant. Berwick. Undaunted. 
Portsmouth FMU. Member of HMS Ganges 
Association 

L. G. S. Boland ex-COXN. served 1938 
47. Ships: Lighter A10. LCT 923. HMS 
Fortune Nov. 17. 

Ian McGlashen. ex-CERA. Yangtse 
Incident veteran (Amethyst). Also Spartan 
(survivor. Anzio) Served 1939 58 Nov. 25. 
aged 78 

Angus Maxwell Stirling ex-CPO. served 
1940 71 Ships included Diamond. Solebay 
Dec. 16. aged 75. 

Les Everett. ex-AB. served 1944-48. 
Ships; LSTs 403. 3505. Bramble Dec 31. 
aged 72. 


(16.10.97). 1; POWTR(SM) Dry. Nil; 
LWTR(SM) 246 (5.4.95). Nil POCA(SM) 
Int (3.12 97). Nil; LCH(SM) 680 (28.2.91). 
Nil: POSTD(SM) - 741 (11.3.91). 2: 

LSTD(SM) 791 (19.2.91). 3; POA(AH) 
926 (23.3 91). Nil; LA(AH) 409 (19.10.93). 
Nil; POA(METOC) Dry. 2; LA(METOC) - Int 
(2 10.97). Nil POA(PHOT) 999 (5.6 90). 
Nil; POA(SE) 793 (1.2.91), Nil: LA(SE) Int 

(13.6.96) . 1: POACMN 479 (10.6.93). Nil: 
POAC Int (26.11 98). 3: POAEM(M) Int 

(2.10.97) . 3; LAEM(M) 420 (16.12 93). 4; 
POAEM(R) Int (19 3 98). 2. LAEM(R) 560 
(30 7.92). Nil. POAEM(L) Dry, Nil; 
LAEM(L) 427 (19 11 93). Nil 

POW(R) - 372 (17 5.94). Nil. POW(RS) 
642 (13 10.92). 1; LWRO - 443 (9.2.93). Nil; 
POWPT Dry. Nil; RPOW 668 (10 3.92). 
Nil: POWCA Dry. Nil. LWCH Dry. Nil; 
POWSTD 1015 (16 7 90). Nil; LWSTD 
589 (18 2 93). Nil POWSA - 225 (1.8 95) Nil; 
LWSA Dry. Nil POWWTR 490 (20.9 93). 
Nil. LWWTR 387 (24.3.94). Nil; 

POWWTR(G) Int (11.7 97). Nil; 

POW(METOC) Dry. Nil; LW(MEt 6C) Int 
(2 6.98). Nil POWPHOT 420 (5.10.93). Nil; 
POWAEM(M) Dry. Nil; LWAEM(M) Dry. 
Nil; POWAEM(R) Dry. Nil. LWAEM(R) 
Dry. Nil POWAEM(L) Dry. Nil; LWAEM(L) 
Dry. Nil: POWETS - 1001 (15.11.90). Nil: 


£ 


Jim Laurie. ex-AF/E, member of 
Yorkshire branch FAA Association Dec. 26. 

Philip Growcoot. served in 800 NAS 
Member ol Wartime Ark Royals Association 
Douglas Clarke, served in 821 NAS. 
Member of Wartime Ark Royals Association 
Les Mayhew. ex-USto. submariner Last 
boat HMS tireless. 

Arthur Groves. ex-LS, served 1937 46. 
Ships: Wildfire. Repulse. Boreas. Hawkins. 
Nubian. Zetland. Veteran of Norway. Cape 
Matapan. Crete. Malta convoys including Op 
Pedestal. MID. Dec. 21. aged 77. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Capt J. T. Sheehan Ships: Lochinvar. 
Glasgow. Sheffield, Ceres. Heron. Blackcap. 
Saker, Raven. Courageous. Hawkins. Terror. 

Cdr (S) A. M. Ackery OBE. Ships Cairo. 
Birmingham. Warspite, Apollo. Herald. 
Implacable. Tamar. Bellerophon. Nelson. 
Victory. Collmgwood 
Lt E. J. Almond RNVR 
Lt Cdr (I) R. W. Barfoot Ships Gannet. 
Kenya. Goldcrest. Ark Royal. Dryad. Osprey. 

Capt M. J. Evans CBE. DSC Ships; 
Courageous. Douglas Montrose. St Angelo. 
Philante, Terror. Nelson. Dryad 

Lt T. Goodings Ships Delight. Livefy. 
Valiant. Black Swan. Victonous. Illustrious. 
Perseus. Cockade. Sea Eagle. Excellent. 
Drake 

Lt Cdr A. S. Kennard DSC. Ships: 
Cumberland. Abingdon. Courageous. 
Condor. Indomitable. Campania. Ark Royal. 
Nightjar 

Surgeon Cdr A. L. Moorby MRCS. 
LRCP. Ships: Sandhurst. Duncan. Maine. 
Vengeance. Pembroke, Drake. RNH 
Stonehouse 

Lt (S) S. J. Pauletl Ships Lochinvar. 
Ausonia. Excellent. Dolphin 

Lt J. P. Sandison DSC. Ships: 
Indefatigable. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Ted McAvoy. Southern Ontario, life mem 
ber and former president of Naval Club of 
Toronto. Ex-PO Seaman QR3. served 1942- 
46. Ships included HMS Lariat. Nov. 17. aged 
72. 

Tom Marsh. South Liverpool. Dec. 12. 
aged 55 

William Gunn, founder member West 
Lothian. Ex-A/L Sto. Nov 12. aged 74. 

Leslie George Upson Beccies Ex- 
Shipwright. Ships included HMS Sheffield. 

Ivy May Banks, associate Beccies Ex- 
WRAF. 

E. E. (Ted) Sant, former member 
Lichfield. Ex-PO radar mechanician, served 
1941-46 Last posting Naples to set upAFHQ 
transmitting station Aged 77. 

John Arthur Freer. Nuneaton Ex-FAA, 
served 1943-47. Dec 9. aged 72. 

Eric R. Pow. Cwmbran Former lieu¬ 
tenant RNVR. served 1944 47. Ships: Lanka. 
Ukussa. Hartland Point. Dec. 3. aged 71. 

Peter Baptie, Kingston upon Thames. Ex- 
CPO(TAS). served 1939-57 Ships: St 
George. Vernon. Hermes (survivor). Belfast 
(D-Day) Secretary HMS Hermes 
Association. Aged 74. 

Dennis Foley. Brentwood Ships: 
Boscawen. Despatch 


LWETS 561 (22 9 92). Nil; LWTEL - 685 
(3.12.91). Nil. POWWA 564 (10.3.93). Nil; 
LWWA 310(7.9.94). Nil 

POWDHYG ■ Int (17.1197). 1; POWDSA 
- Int (30.1.97), Nil; LWDSA Int (10.12.96). 
Nil: POEN(G) Dry. Nil; LEN(G) Dry. Nil; 
PONN - 82 (14 5.96). Nil; POMA(Q) - Dry. 
Nil. LMA(Q) - Dry, Nil 

PO(AWW) Int (17.12,96). Nil; 
LOM(AWW) - Int (25 3 98). Nil; PO(AWT) 
Inl (2.10.97). Nil; LOM(AWT) - Int (14.7.98). 
2 PO(UW) Inl (21 2.98). Nil LOM(UW) 
Int (17 2.98). Nil PO(EW) Int (24.7.97). Nil; 
LOM(EW) Int (25.3.98). Nil; PO(MW) Int 
15 7.97). Nil: LOM(MW) Int (5.5 98). Nil; 
>0(C) Int (17 8 98) Nil LOM(C) Int 
(13.12.97). Nil; PO(SSM) Int (18.2.98). Nil; 
LOM(SSM) Int (22.4.97). Nil. PO(TSM) Int 
(14.11 96). Nil LOM(TSM) Int (14 11 96). 
Nil; PO(CSM) 182 (10.10.95). Nil. 
LOM(CSM) Dry. Nil; PO(WSM) 340 
(5 7 94). Nil LOM(WSM) 602 (26 B 92). Nil 
Basic dates lor female ratings in the fol¬ 
lowing categories, which have no examina¬ 
tion tor the next higher rate are applied in 
accordance with BR1066 Chapter 22 
POWTEL 848 (1.4 93). Nil 
The number of B 13s issued in the female 
categories are those advanced from the 
female shore roster 


Owen Hunt, Brentwood Ships: 
Caledonia. Chaser. London. Peregrine 

George Norris. Thurrock. Served in D- 
dass MTBs. Oct. 4. 

Charlie Jefferson. Thurrock. Served in 
LCGs. Oct 12. 

Tommy Waterman. Thurrock, served In 
cruiser HMS Penelope. Dec 16 

John James Park. Carslisie & District. 
Ex-AB. served 1940-46 Aged 77 

George Thomas Davies. Welshpool. Ex- 
AB. served 1940-46. Ships Caesar and land¬ 
ing craft (Mediterranean). Dec. 23. aged 79. 

David Mytlin Roberts. Welshpool. Ex- 
CPOCK. served 1946-68 Ships: Saintes. 
Eagle. Illustrious. Bermuda. Dec. 25. aged 
70. 

Leslie Morgan, president and oast chair¬ 
man Hereford Ships induded HMS Wren. 
Atlantic and Arctic convoys. Member ol 
Captain Walker s Old Boys Association 

Elizabeth Wevell. Hereford Former 2/0 
WRNS Member of Association of RN 
Officers 

Bert White, Northwich. Ex-AB Member 
of HMS Wren Association Dec. 26. aged 71. 

Brian Charles Butler, treasurer Norwich 
Founder member of Flower Class Corvette 
Assocation (served in Free French corvette 
as coder/translator). Dec. 8. 

Derek A. Attwood Loughton Ex-AB. 
served 1941-46. Ships: Warspite. Leander. 
Intrepid (survivor). Arctic and Malta convoys. 
Dec . aged 75. 


Swop drafts 


MA Swain. RMB Stonehouse (tel. 9375 
36919). drafted CTCRM sickbay. May. Will 
swop lor RH Haslar. Portsmouth or Gibraltar 

LRO Owen. Commcen. RNAS Culdrose 
ext. 2159, drafted HMS Illustrious. Feb. 1. Will 
swop for any Devonport ship. 

AB(R) Burton. 3P Mess. HMS Glasgow. 
BFPO 287. deploying March Will swop for 
Plymouth survey ship. 

STD Taylor HMS Shetland. BFPO 385. 
drafted RNAS Yeovilton. May Will swop for 
any Portsmouth area shore base. 

LOM(AWT) Mawhinney HMS Dryad, 
drafted HMS Monmouth. April Will swop tor 
any Portsmouth Type 23 deploying or not. 

LSA Bagnalt. HMS Warrior (9360 37788). 
will swop for any shore job in Portsmouth 
area 

OM(UW)1 Kivell (tel. 0788 77 64082). 
drafted HMS Argyll Seeks any deploying 
Type 23 

LWWTR E. Shackleford NP 1242. BFFI 
(tel 00500 76313), drafted CTC Lympstone, 
May Will swop for any Portsmouth sea draft. 

LOM(C) K. Rennie C Faculty. Admin. 
HMS Collmgwood. drafted HQBFFI. Apnl 26. 
HMS Kent in build on return Will consider any 
swop 

STD Garrett. Wardroom. HMS Seahawk. 
will swop for any Portsmouth shore establish¬ 
ment or RNAS Yeovilton. 

POWEM(O) Parsons HMS Sheffield, 
BFPO 383. Devonport Drafted Portsmouth 
CFM. March. Will swop for any Plymouth 
shore draft. 

STD1 R. Adams 2QP Mess. HMS 
Newcastle. BFPO 343. Will swop for any 
Devonport ship deploying or not. 

LCH Currier. HMS Nelson ext. 24294. 
drafted HMS Liverpool. April 20. Will swop for 
any Portsmouth ship not deploying, preferably 
carrier. 

CHI Long. CTCRM Lympstone ext 4215. 
drafted HMS Edinburgh, April. Will swop for 
any Devonport ship deploying or not. 

SA1 Mainstone. RNAS Yeovilton (93510 
6129). drafted HMS Dumbarton Castle for six 
months from June 15. Will swop lor any ship 
not deploying this year, preferably Plymouth 
based, but will consider anything. 


RATINGS seeking to swop drafts must 
ensure that the requirements of BR14, 
article 0506, are met. 

In particular they should be on or 
due the same kind of service - ie sea 
or shore; have time to serve in their 
current draft: be the same rate; and be 
of similar experience. 

A rating on sea service will not be 
permitted to swop with another on 
shore service. All applications for 
swop drafts are to be made on Form 
C240 to NDD. Centurion Building. 


First time buyers - we have the 
mortgage that’s right up your 



STREET LANEfpLACE 


Wherever you're looking to buy your home, look no further for the 
mortgage that's ideally suited to you. You can be assured of first class 
service every time, with advice guaranteed by Allied Dunbar - one of the 
UK’s largest mortgage introducers. 

Please call Steve Abbott MUA(dip). Gary Jackson MUA(dip) 
or Peter Parish mlia«jip) Financial Planning Consultants 
on 0113 242 2212 or 0973 622495 (mobile) 

Allied Dunbar Assurance pic. Canal Wharf, Leeds LS11 5DB. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

So'tabte security and adequate Me cover may be required by me tender FuM written details are available on request 
Steve Abbott Gary Jackson and Peter Parish are kcensed credrt brokers Allied Ounber Financial Advisers lid a a 
member ol m# Albed Dunbar and Threadneedte Marketing Group and a regulated by me Personal Investment Authority 
in relation to me Me assurance and pension products ol A*ed Dunbar and me investment products ol Threadneedte 


Professional advice for the life 
you don’t yet know. 


* 

ALLIED 

DUNIIAR 
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FLOW, 1919- 

MONTHS OF MISERY FOR THE INTERNMENT FORMATION' 


Sad finale 
of the High 
Seas Fleet 


E IGHTY years ago last month the final unit of the German High Seas Fleet, the 
battleship Baden, surrendered at Scapa Flow, writes Bill Young. The 
Armistice of November 11, 1918 had been a temporary cessation of hostilities 
while what became the Treaty of Versailles was being prepared. To ensure 
Germany’s good faith, the Allies had at first demanded that the 74 ships be 
interned in a neutral port, under the watch of Allied naval forces. 


Once possessed of the most 
powerful fleet, ship for ship, in 
existence, the German Navy in 
the last months of 1918 was 
convulsed by mutiny, with sovi¬ 
et-style “workers’ and soldiers 
councils” set up in most ships, 
defying their officers. 

Seventy warships, the bulk of the 
navy’s fighting force, were official¬ 
ly detached from the rump High 
Seas Fleet, their guns disarmed 
and sailed for the rendezvous, not 
as a defeated force sailing to 
imprisonment, but as the German 
‘internment Formation”. 

However, the Royal Navy had 
other ideas. The Germans, steam¬ 
ing in line, were met by a huge 
force of 250 warships sailing 
impassively down either side of 
them before turning and escorting 
them to anchor. Even to the 
German commander, Rear 
Admiral Ludwig von Reuter, there 
was tin doubt who were the victors 
when he compared his own rusted, 
untidy ships, manned by sullen 
sailors, with the implacable, disci¬ 
plined force that surrounded him. 

His ships' disabled guns were 
thoroughly inspected and that 
evening, as the Germans lowered 
the Imperial ensign that had only 
recently replaced revolutionary red 
banners, he was ordered not to fly 
it again in British waters. Von 
Reuter described his force as 
“Wehrlos, Ehrlos” - disarmed, dis¬ 
honoured. 

Still expecting to be sent to a 
neutral port, he was dismayed to 
be ordered to Scapa Flow; the 
Allies had failed to find a neutral 
country willing to host the 
internees. So on November 27, 
1918, the pride of the German 
Navy sailed through a triple boom 
enclosure and anchored in their 


appointed places in the home of 
their enemy. 

Scapa Flow covers 80 square 
miles of sea sheltered by the 
Orkney Islands. The Grand Fleet 
had become accustomed to its des¬ 
olate beauty over the previous four 
years, so it was poetic justice that 
its adversary must now' endure the 
loneliness and discomfort of life 
afloat there. 

The lack of shore facilities for 
such an important base proved 
irrelevant to the dispirited 
Germans - they were anyway all 
confined to their ships for the 
duration of the internment. They 
were not prisoners of war - the 
ships were still German property - 
but there were severe restrictions 
on movements and signals, even 
between the anchored ships, which 
were rigorously enforced by the 
Royal Naval guard squadron. The 
German numbers of 20,000 were 
quickly reduced to a caretaker 
force of around 5,000; the rest, 
including most of the mutinous 
agitators, were ferried to 
Wilhelmshaven in German mer¬ 
chantmen. 

During the winter months, con¬ 
ditions were cramped and uncom¬ 
fortable. Not designed for the 
world-wide reach of the Royal 
Navy, the German Fleet was only 
intended to be at sea for short peri¬ 
ods, so accommodation on board 
was basic. 

The breakdown of discipline left 
the ships to become rusted, filthy 
and rat-infested. Sailors would 
often have to sit huddled in blan¬ 
kets in the dark as stokers attempt¬ 
ed to eke out the meagre fuel sup¬ 
plies, barely enough to keep essen¬ 
tial services running. 

Although cramped conditions 
made life on board the 50 German 
destroyers even more difficult, the 


closer relationship between offi¬ 
cers and men kept morale and dis¬ 
cipline higher than on the capital 
ships and they fared much better 
throughout. 

Initially, both officers and men 
had to live off iron rations. 
Essential supplies were finally 
brought by any available vessel 
from Germany and after a while 
the Germans ate as least as well as 
their guards and certainly much 
better than their families at home - 
sailors sent back for leave or for 
medical treatment often preferred 
to return to their ships. Run was 
supplied at the rate of 2,500 litres 
every 10 days and the men contin¬ 
ued to draw their tobacco rations. 

T he greatest problem 
the German sailors 
faced was boredom. 
Unable to leave 
their ships and lim¬ 
ited to walking the upper deck 
when weather permitted, daily 
work routines were ignored and 
the men became discontented 
through inaction - one of the main 
Causes of the mutiny in October. 
1918. 

Political agitation continued and 
a strike on board the flagship 
Friedrich dcr Grosse forced von 
Reuter to move his flag to the 
cruiser Emden. Crazes, such as 
dancing, quickly caught on and 
ships bands flourished. Many ships 
organised elaborate celebrations 
for the third anniversary of the 
Battle of Jutland, which they con¬ 
sidered had been a German victo¬ 
ry* 

The hulks of the battleships and 
rows of smaller warships became a 
familiar sight to the Orkadians and 
naval guards. Fraternisation was 
forbidden, but the German sailors 





• German torpedo boat destroyers at Scapa How, 1919. The closer relationship between officers and 
men on board the destroyers kept morale and discipline higher f 


)ye 

even poorer living conditions 

were able to supplement their sup¬ 
plies from the souvenir-hungry 
British. They were also cut off from 
news at home and had to rely on 
four-day-old British newspapers 
for information. This ultimately 
contributed to the largest incident 
of self-destruction in maritime his¬ 
tory. 

The Armistice was due to end 
on June 21, 1919 with the signature 
of a peace treaty at Versailles. 
However, the Times was reporting 
that Germany would be unlikely to 
agree to the harsh conditions. 
Anticipating a British plan to seize 
his ships, which were still German 
property but unable to move or 
fight, von Reuter laid plans to scut¬ 
tle his entire command once the 
deadline had passed. 

At 10.30a.m. on Saturday, June 
21 while most of the guard ships 
were away on exercise, von Reuter 
gave the coded signal to open sea 
cocks and lower lifeboats. By 
3.50p.m. all but 22 of the 74 ships 
of the undefeated German High 
Seas Fleet rested at all angles on 
the bed of Scapa Flow, with all but 
nine of their crews captured as 
prisoners of war. 

Only then did von Reuter learn 
that the deadline for Germany’s 
agreement of the Treaty of 
Versailles had been extended until 
the following Monday. 


than in the capital ships - despite 


• Rear Admiral Ludwig von Reuter, commander of the German 
Internment Formation at Scapa Flow. 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop 
Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 8DY 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 

Immediate vacancies exist for 

LYNX AIRFRAME/ENGINE FITTERS 
£16,000 - £17,400 pa 

to work in 1 st and 2 nd line maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation, Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 

The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 
4 years, 8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, 
accident and life assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 

Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: N 199 

All applicants will be reviewed and only those 
considered suitable will be contacted. 







































NAVY RECRUITERS are stepping up their efforts to attract all the 97 
joiners they are committed to sign up from ethnic minorities by the 
end of March. 


Continuing improvement in recruit¬ 
ment of black and Asian people has so 
far this financial year brought in about 
70 ratings and five officers, a big 
improvement on the 50 or so ethnic- 
minority recruits in 1997-98 - but a total 
of about 20 short of this year's target set 
by the Navy Board. 

Amid increased recruiting activity aimed at 
the black and Asian communities has been a 
call for five young black or Asian ratings - or 


other-rank Royal Marines - to volunteer for 
temporary detachment to the Navy’s Ethnic- 
Minority Liaison Team and to Armed Forces 
careers offices in London, Birmingham and 
the North of England. 

Over about seven weeks the sailors 
will be assisting more experienced 
recruiting staff with duties including 
sales, advertising, attendance at exhi¬ 
bitions, travel and some exposure to 
the news media. 



‘Unique’ airframe 


for new 

THIS airframe - believed to 
be unique - will be one of the 
first items visitors to the 
Fleet Air Arm Museum will 
see when a new exhibition is 
put together next year. 

The replica Bristol Scout - the 
first aircraft to take off from the 
deck of a seaplane carrier in 
1915 - has arrived at the muse¬ 
um at RN air station Yeovilton. 
The partly-built airframe is 
thought to be the only replica of 
a Scout, and it is believed that no 
original aircraft survive. 

The partly-constructed air¬ 
frame will give an idea of how 


display 

World War I aircraft were con¬ 
structed. 

Meanwhile, the museum is 
continuing to build a restored 
Fairey Barracuda torpedo 
bomber from recovered parts. If 
successful, the aircraft will be 
the only example of a type which 
was the most numerous of all 
Fleet Air Arm warplanes. 

A fund has been launched to 
finance the work based on 
pieces recovered from two crash 
sites. Recent ‘finds’ include a 
pilot's cockpit canopy, a tail- 
wheel assembly, and a working 
radio transmitter. 


Drinks ban relaxed 
for sailors’ cabins 


SAILORS in single Service accommoda¬ 
tion may now be able to keep and drink 
alcohol there without breaking the rules. 

The Navy Board have relaxed regulations 
to the extent that commanding officers have 
been given discretion to allow the ban to be 
lifted for those aged 18 and over. 

There will, however, be no relaxation for 
officers under training at Britannia Royal 
Naval College, Dartmouth and at the 
Commando Training Centre, Lympstone, nor 
for junior ratings and Royal Marines other 
ranks under initial training. 

Commanding officers arc being told that 
they should aim to relax the rules with greater 
emphasis on education and personal respon¬ 
sibility. Any privilege to drink in single 


Service accommodation can be withdrawn by 
COs if behaviour upsets other mess members. 

The relaxation is part of a comprehensive 
review of alcohol management in the 
Services. Other policies being introduced 
gradually are expected to brine stricter rules 
on the consumption of alcohol before or 
while conducting certain duties and tasks. 

The Directorate of Naval Service 
Conditions says that in the longer term the 
Navy may introduce a maximum permitted 
blood alcohol level for those in posts where 
safety is critical. Personnel involved in serious 
accidents would be breathalysed, as is the case 
in the Royal Fleet Auxiliary service. 

Detailed information is published in RN 
Defence Council Instruction 6/99. 


Commanding officers have been asked to 
identify any young volunteers who are high 
quality, enthusiastic and committed, and who 
would be good role models for black and 
Asian youth. 

It is acknowledged that the detachments 
will cause temporary gaps, but the move is 
beipg seen fulfilling an important, high-vis- 
ibility task. 

In the longer term, volunteers are also 
needed for permanent drafts to the Ethnic 
Minority Liaison Team. 

■ New 24-hour ration packs have been 
introduced to cater for Moslem, Jewish, Sikh 
and Hindu members of the Armed Forces. 

Contents of the packs, used in operational 
situations, meet the religious requirements of 
the groups, with three menus tor each. For 
the Halal (Moslem) and Jewish religions, the 
meat has been slaughtered in accordance with 
the respective requirements of both beliefs, 
while the Sikh and Hindu packs contain veg¬ 
etable or meat-substitute meals. 

Details are published in Joint Service 
Defence Council Instruction 145/98. 


WELCOME ASHORE! 

The Royal Alfred was established in 1865 to alleviate distress among 
seafarer, both serving and retired, and their widows. 

Today the Society provides full nursing care, as well as residential 
and sheltered accommodation, at establishments in rural Surrey and in 
Eastbourne. Convalescent and respite care is also available. 

For further information, including the availability of accommodation, 
please contact the General Secretary. 



Royal Alfred 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY 

Weston Acres, Room 30, Woodmansterne Lane. Banstead. Surrey SM7 3HB. 
Tel: 01737 352231. Reg. Charity 209776 

We rely heavily upon donations and legacies to achieve our charitable objects, 
/’tease help us now with your gift, and remember the Society in your will. 


ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 


WICE..MTICE...MICE 


The 135th Annual General Meeting of the Royal Sailors’ 
Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth, will be held in the 
ballroom of the club on Tuesday 16 March 1999 at 10.30. 
Commanding officers are requested to allow committee 
representatives to attend. ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 



Ex RN REPRESENTATIVE 

Mr M Baker is willing to continue in office. However, appli¬ 
cations are invited from all ex-RN/RM members to sen/e 
on the Advisory Committee as the ex-Serving representa¬ 
tive. Nominations with proposer and seconder, plus pen 
picture, to be forwarded to the Administration Manager at 
the Club before 26 February 1999. 


Find the 


FIND THE JOKER in Navy 
News for three editions - 
and you have a chance to 
win a five-night luxury holi¬ 
day at the China Fleet 
Country Club in Cornwall. 

All you have to do is spot 
the joker in one of the fol¬ 
lowing three statements by 
Jack on naval matters. 

Two are true. One is wildly 
inaccurate. 

Just mark the box next to 
the untrue statement. 


THE BIG PRIZE 

is a five-night holiday 
ior two at the China Fleet 
Country Club at Saltash. It 

includes accommodation 
in a four-berth apartment 
plus free, unlimited use of 
the leisure pool. 

The holiday starts on a 
Sunday and ends the toi- 
lowing Friday on any week 
between April 12 an , d Jhpt 

11 (inclusive) or September 

12 and November 28. 
Surrounding attractions 

include the glorious Tamar 
Valiev. Dartmoor, Cornisn 
beaches and p, y™°^ 
waterfront. The club has 
sports facilities - including 
an 18-hole golf course " 
and attractions for chil- 
dren. 


China Fleet 


Which of these three statements is NOT true: 

□ A fathom is the unit of measurement for depth at sea and 
Is equivalent to about 6ft. 

□ Fox is an old name for a strand or fastening formed by 
twisting several ropeyarns together by hand. 

□ The rank of commodore originated as the description of 
well-off captains who were able to afford the luxury of their 
own commodes on board ship. 

If you can fill in this coupon as well as those in the December and 
January editions, you have a chance of winning the holiday. (Call 
01705 826040 for back numners). The name of the winner will be 
selected at random from those who have given correct answers in 
the three editions. When you have completed all three original 
entry forms, send them in one envelope to: 

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POI 3HH 

They should arrive at Navy News no later than March 15,1999. Entries with all three correct answers 
will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced in the 
April edition of Navy News The first name drawn will receive the pirze of the holiday. 

The judges’ decision will be final. No correspondence will be entered into. Navy News employees and 
their relatives may not enter. 


NAME. 

ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 
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The C’D programme gives some 
idea of its range, including as it 
does Eric Coates' By the Sleepy 
Digoon (the theme tune to IXsert 
Island Discs). Saint-Saens' The 
Swan. Balfe's The Bohemian Girl 
and Montmatre, the march from 
the Paris Suite by Haydn Wood, the 
English composer best known for 
his song Roses of Picardy. 

The original recordings used 
were gathered from private collec¬ 
tions and museum holdings and 
have been electronically enhanced. 

In March 1948 the ORBS shut 
down and the Forces Broadcasting 
Service became the focal point of 
Service entertainment 

Anyone with ORBS recordings 
that they are willing to loan or 
donate should contact John 
Ambler c/o the Royal Marines 
Museum. 

The CD Concert Classics Vol I is 
available from Eastney Collection, 
60 Mayford Road, London SW12 
KSN at £12 inc pp, cheques made 
payable to ‘Eastney Collection*. 
Proceeds in aid of the Royal 
Marines Band Service Charity. 

• Leader of the Orchestra of 
the Portsmouth Division , Royal 
Marines and HMY Victoria and 
Albert Ken Weston (right) and 
pianist Harry Balaam in a post¬ 
war photograph. 


Concert ££» 

brought 


Classics 


together 
on CD 


Demand far the sculptured model 
of the famous Dickens cat - 
Simon of Amethyst, has been so 
enormous that Navy News is 
pleased to offer this exceptionally 
special brooch. 

This charming brooch can be 
purchased in 9ct plain gold or 
plain sterling silver. The eyes and 
collar are finely enamelled, 
making this a delightful present 
for that special person in your life 

9ct gold £309.00 each 

Sterling Silver £109.00 each 


This beautifid crown brooch will 
make the perfect gift for that 
extra special lady. 

The 18ct plain gold crown is set 
with delicate rubies, emeralds and 
sapphires. The 9ct plain gold 
crown has been enhanced with an 
enamelled jewel effect. The crown 
is also available in plain sterling 
silver 

18ct gold £285.00 each 

9ct gold £199.00 each 

Sterling Silver £74.92stM^ 


R ARE wartime recordings by Royal Marines musicians who had served in the old 
Royal Yacht HMY Victoria and Albert have been collected on a CD produced 
by the Royal Marines Historical Society.The programme is typical of those 
played for the then Royal Family and their guests and the CD is intended to be 
the first in a series. 


egant collection of brooches has been 
ively designed for Navy News by 
Sceptre Jewels of London. Each piece carrying 
a British hallmark. Either as a birthday or for 
an anniversary these elegant brooches will 
compliment that special occasion. 


Commandant RM School of 
Music Lt Col Richard Watcrer 
said it filled an important gap 
in the recording history of the 
Royal Marines. 

“During World War II a valu¬ 
able contribution was made to the 
morale of British and Allied ser¬ 
vicemen by Service musicians and 
others. Recordings were made 
under difficult wartime conditions 
at Abbey Road, London, in 
Portsmouth and, quite possibly, 
other locations. The Orchestra of 
the Royal Marines Portsmouth 
Division played an important part 
in this venture. 

“Under the direction of 
Captain, later Sir Vivian Dunn, it 
enjoyed an enviable and well- 
earned reputation. It had seen ser¬ 
vice in the Victoria and Albert and, 
like current Royal Marines musi¬ 
cians, was capable of playing as a 
military band, as a dance band and 
in many other combinations. 

“Only 12 commercial recordings 
were made by the orchestra and so 
this scries is especially welcome.” 

The disc was compiled by Major 
Paddy Dunn and John Ambler 
from programmes produced by the 
Overseas Recorded Broadcast 
Service. 

“These were short programmes 
for the entertainment of Allied 
Service personnel - and most of 
these recordings appear to have 
been destroyed or lost,” Mr 
Ambler told Navy News. 

They were originally transmitted 
through conventional radio, 
through smaller military stations 
and via local relay such as closed 
circuit or low power transmissions. 
In some cases public-address loud¬ 
speaker vans were equipped as 
mini radio stations. 

At first they were made on 
unprocessed acetate discs but their 
vulnerability and susceptibility to 
poor conditions soon forced a tem¬ 
porary halt to the project. Shortly 
after, processed discs - mainly 
shellac or vinyl/shellac - made by 
commercial record companies 
such as IIMV proved the answer to 
the problem. 

Distribution was handled by 
ENSA, Air Ministry Movements 
and NAAFI export. Recorded pro¬ 
grammes were sent to all parts of 
the world, including ports and 
bases for collection by MM ships 
for playing at sea. By July 1943 
over 1.1)00 programmes had been 
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produced in less than a year. 
Material was provided equally by 
ENSA , domestic BBC broadcasts 
and programmes made entirely by 
Service personnel. It was very 
“light entertainment” to make it as 
widely appealing as possible and 
the programmes usually lasted 
either 15 or 30 minutes, but occa¬ 
sionally there were special produc¬ 
tions - such as Ivor Novello’s The 
Dancing Years, with the London 
cast. 

T he Royal Navy featured 
strongly in many of them. 
Lt Cdr Kim Peacock, 
RNVR was the announc¬ 
er while Lt Cdr Frederick Harvey, 
RNVR provided vocals. RN and 
RM choirs were heard from time 
to time. However, the backbone of 
these broadcasts was the Orchestra 
of the Royal Marines (Portsmouth 
Division) under Captain Dunn. 

The Portsmouth Divisional 
Band, which up to 1923 had been 
the Band of the Royal Marine 
Artillery, provided a band for the 
Royal Yacht as required. 
Musicians had to be “double-hand¬ 
ed” - that is, able to play an 
orchestral as well as a military 


band instrument. 

Opportunities to play orchestral 
music were much greater during 
the inter-war years. Military bands 
and orchestras provided the public 
with the main source of live music 
- and, since there was only a small 
amount of recorded music avail¬ 
able. large numbers of people took 
advantage of the concerts that 
were played in parks, on piers and 
in other public places. 

So when ORBS looked to the 
Services to provide entertainment 
for Allied Forces it was natural 
that the orchestras and bands of all 
three Services should take the 
lead. 

Orchestral work on the Royal 
Yachts had always been - and 
would continue to be - of particu¬ 
lar importance, highlighting the 
standard, as well as the ability and 
versatility of the musicians. 

When the Royal Yacht 
component of the 
Portsmouth Divisional Band 
sailed on the 1947 Royal 
Tour to South Africa in HMS 
Vanguard, it took a library of 
over 700 orchestral items 
including overtures, suites, 
symphonies, ballet, march¬ 
es and waltzes. 


Here is a small range of some of our other items of available jewellery. 
Please contact Navy News Offices for further details. 

Prices include our special registered delivery service 

Please send your remittance to: 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, 

HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

POl 3HH 

All prices include UK P+P. Available to readers outside the U.K. 
Please write/phone for postage costs and payment details. For payment 
by credit card/switch, please see coupon on page 4. 

NB Illustrations are not Please allow 28 days for delivery 

actual size 


« CROWN COPYRKSHT/MOO 
Reproduced with the permission 
Of the Controller of HMSO 
















ROYAL NAVY STATUETTES 

Navy News is pleased to offer a collection of military 
statuettes depicting the Royal Navy. The first two pieces 
featured are an Officer and Seaman of the Napoleonic era. 
The figures each measuring approximately 8" in scale, are 
cast In "Cold Bronze" or “White-ware". Cutlasses and 
other finely detailed hems are “spun" in pewter and 
meticulously added during the assembly phase. Each 
bronze finish casting, once assembled is meticulously 
hand buffed'. With each hand painted figure the colours 
are layered' onto the design to create depth of finish and 
subtleties of light and shade. All the collections are then 
sealed under a topcoat of fine 20% gloss lacquer to 
preserve clarity and colour-fastness. 

Hand painted figures are sold complete with their own 
fully framed Story Scroll, (the Bronze designs include 
the Scrolls but unframed) and each figure includes a 
rosewood wooden presentation detachable stand. 

Bronze £68.00 each 

Hand Painted £96.00 each 

-*• £4.00 p+p UK. Please enquire for overseas prices. 




SIMON or AMETHYST 
MUG 

This fine bone china mug. made in England 
tells the story of Simon's brave life. 

Free presentation card included. 

£8.99 each UK 

£9.74 each Surface Mail Abroad 


NAVY BLUE BASEBALL 
CAP WITH GREEN 
SUEDE PEAK 

100% cotton with green suede effect 
stiffened peak and back size adjuster. 
Finished with the embroidered Royal Navy 
motif on the front. 


HMS ILLUSTRIOUS jIGSAW 

This 250 piece collectors wooden jigsaw makes a 
challenging and entertaining puzzle. 

Every piece Is a different shape with selected 
ob|ects associated with the picture. Includes a black 
velvet draw bag to store the pieces. Size 
approximately 250mm x 360mm 

£ 1 7.99 each UK 



X/.VV each UK 

£ 1 8.74 each Surface Mail Abroad 

C CROWN COPYRIGHT MOD 

Reproduced with the permtMion 

£8.49 each Surface Mall Abroad 


of Itw Controller of HMSO 




ROYAL NAVY CROWN OR 
ANCHOR CLOCK PAPERWEIGHTS 

These two solid brass paperweights have been hand polished and gold plated. The clock 
insert is a swiss quartz movement and Is accurate to ♦/- 0.15 seconds per month. The battery 
has an estimated life of 27 months. Presentation Boxed. 

£2 1 .99 each UK 

£22.99 each Surface Mail Abroad 

Calling all Navy News’ Subscribers - Did you know - that by quoting your 
unique subscriber number, you can get (0% discount off any of Navy News' 
own promotional items advertised throughout the paper. 


SHOWN BELOW IS JUST A SMALL RANGE OF WHAT WE HAVE AVAILABLE. FOR MORE DETAILS 
OF NAVY NEWS ITEMS PHONE 01705 733558 FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 


CLEAR CRYSTAL l/2pt 
TORO TANKARD 

£26.36 each UK (Please enquire for overseas prices) 




DELUXE TRIPLE PEN SET 

£39.99 each UK 

£40.75 each Surface Mall Abroad 




SIMON OF AMETHYST 
£24.99 each UK 
£25.99 each Surface Mail Abroad 


MINI RAZOR SET 

£7.99 each UK 

£8.74 each Surface Mall Abroad 


To order any Item on this page Write to The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH. 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order 
in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. NB NOTE NOT ACTUAL SIZE 
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Motoring 



Focus is 
such fun! 

A STRIKING new car has hit the streets, one of many perhaps, but also one of which 
there will be very many, for the Ford Focus (pictured right) is already seen as an 
icon for the millennium - a born market leader, reports Glynn Williams. 


The looks arc individual, dis¬ 
tinctively that of a Ford yet 
radically different to those of 
the Escort it is ultimately to 
succeed. 

Its style is sharp, assertive, with 
the headlamp ‘eyes' of the Ka and 
the Puma and the precisely sculpt¬ 
ed sleek body lines similar to those 
of the new Cougar coupe. 

Sleek yet unfussy. it is a car you 
can wash by hand with satisfaction, 
the sponge gliding effortlessly and 
speedily over the tensile high gloss 
panels with joins of feeler gauge 
recision and nothing to skin your 
nuckles. 

You learn a lot washing a car, 
and on this one you can feel that 
the 12-year warranty against rust- 
through is no wish. 

Many new cars now look 
the part but the Focus beau¬ 
ty continues deep beneath 
the skin, for it is a wonder¬ 
fully integrated machine of 
comprehensive high specifi¬ 
cation even in most basic 
trim. 

But first some essential facts: 
The Ford Focus is available in 
three- and five-door hatchback, 
four-door saloon, and five-door 
estate formats, all capable of seat¬ 
ing five adults in comfort, with 
each available in four distinct spec¬ 
ification levels: CL, Zetec, LX and 
Ghia. 

Prices start at £12,850 for the 1.6 
and 1.8-litre Zetec three-door and 
1.4-litre five-door CL, rising to 
£15,850 for the Ghia 2-litre estate. 

Every Focus has class-leading 
fuel economy, 10 per cent ahead of 
the closest rivals, plus fully inde¬ 
pendent suspension, driver and 
front passenger airbags, power 
steering, central locking, body- 
colour bumpers, electric front win¬ 
dows, adjustable steering column 
and driver’s seat height adjust¬ 
ment, and comprehensive security. 

The version tested was the 1.6- 
litre LX five-door, a zesty machine 
producing lOObhp, capable of 0- 
60mph in under 11 seconds and on 
to a potential 115mph where per¬ 
mitted - at 70mph it is cruising 
effortlessly and with just the hum 
from the tyres at less than half its 
maximum revs. 

Details on this model include a 
manual tilt slide sunroof and fin¬ 
gertip steering column controls for 
the excellent RDS stereo 
radio/cassette. 


I t’s an exciting car to drive, with 
a Puma-like thoroughbred 
growl when you open the 
throttle for an assertive manoeu¬ 
vre, a slick five-speed transmission 
that just snicks into gear, and cor¬ 
nering adhesion with positive yet 
effortless steering precision that 
has to be experienced to be 
believed. 

It’s a car that means business - 
but then this is the basis of Ford’s 
next World Rally Championship 
contender. 

And yet its combined cycle fuel 
economy - a fair average guide - is 
41.4mpg. 

Interestingly the new 1.8 turbo 
diesel version nearly matches the 
top speed, takes just 1.5 seconds 
longer on the sprint, is nearly three 
seconds faster 30-62mph in fourth 
gear (at 12.8 secs) and boasts a 
combined cycle economy of 
57.6mpg! 

The test car’s security was 
impressive, with remote double 
locking - press the button to 
unlock just the once and only the 
driver s door can open, press again 


for the others - and the choice of 
another keyfob button or one on 
the dash to release the rear hatch. 

No-one is going to snatch a 
Focus driver’s shopping, briefcase, 
or other luggage. 

That’s important, for you can 
get a pram or electric wheelchair 
AND bags of shopping under the 
cover in the roomy load bay, 
behind the offset-split/folding rear 
seats which even the 6ft 4in 
Jeremy Clarkson found to his satis¬ 
faction. 

In fact the back end is one of the 
Focus's neat styling touches. The 
side windows give a fastback 
appearance while shunt-inhibiting 
high-level rear light clusters above 
- plus central stoplight in a screen- 
top spoiler - facilitate a high roof 
line almost of the sporty estate 
breed to enhance botn headroom 
and luggage space. 

Such is the spaciousness that 
transporting a 5ft Chritsmas tree in 
the back lost only one rear seat 
without any threat of needling the 
necks of those in the front. 

The Focus has a lot, but there is 
more if you want it, with four 
optionpacks. such as the Reflex 
pack, giving anti-lock braking with 
electronic brakeforce distribution, 
side airbags and traction control 


for just £500. 

For the same money the Climate 
pack gives air conditioning, 
Quickclear heated front wind¬ 
screen and heated powered mir¬ 
rors - a real boon this time of year. 

For business and private 
buyers alike, the Focus is 
attractive, and because the 
dominating fleet martket is 
demanding, the bonus for 
all is low insurance helped 
by low costs for speedy 
repairs and long servicing 
intervals. 

But most of all it’s a car that 
feels right, feels good and lives up 
to its image: Focus is fun! 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Ford Focus 1.6 LX 
five-door 

PRICE ON ROAD: E13,850 
ENGINE: 1.6-litre 16-valve 
Zetec producing lOObhp 
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 
manual 

ECONOMY: (combined cycle) 
41.4mpg 

PERFORMANCE: 0-62mph -11 
secs; top speed - 115mph 


Armed if 
Services 
Finance 



We are the Forces specialists and we 
now have a range of preferential 
rates available to all Royal Navy 
personnel regardless of rank or trade. 

Tax free or tax paid, with our low rate ot finance you will be able 
to get more for your money. If you're looking for a new car. 
caravan or motorcycle you need to be talking to us first 


I Call today on - 01733 555652 


4 Flag Business Exchange Vicarage Farm Road Peterborough Cambs PEI 5TX 


if it's PEUGEOT 

then it’s got to be 

RANGERS 


UNBEATABLE ^ 
DEALS for 2 



For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Clubley on UK 01980 653434 or write: 

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durrington SP4 8BR 




• Preferential rates and exclusive schemes for H.M.Forces 

• Immediate cover and monthly payment schemes 

• Open 365 days a year. 

• 8am-10pm weekdays, 9am-9pm weekends 

wwwtoraedrodco.uk 


Forces Direct Insurance Service Lfri. Tho Manor Hcxm. 10 St Marvarotr. Green. Ipswich. Suflo*. 
Tel: (01473) 211951 Fax (l)14?3) 213899 oma» co.uk 



‘V reg. 1 st March 1999 

Order your new y T' reg. car from Natocars 


now... 

• Choice 


• Natotrade 

• Natoloan 

• Natosure 

• Natoserve 

• Natocare 


Tax Free or Tax Paid - 

over 1,000 specially discounted models. 

Guaranteed quality used cars. 

Part exchange welcome. 

Choice of finance schemes. 

Best rate car insurance cover for most countries. 

Many models available from stock. 

Best service guaranteed by over 30 years' experience. 


...be one of the FIRS 7 !'! 


GO 1 "* 0 

Audi 


w 


SSL ® 0 © 


VOLVO 


MfBCtOESBENZ PEUGEOT VAUKMAU VOLKSWAGEN GROUP VOtKSWAGfN 


NATOCARS 


I A Rewarding Experience i 


Kiua %|i inm 

M&niFiv 

Our 

Mrmbenhip 

security oi 278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 • E-mail: sales@nafocars.co.uk 


Nafocars Ltd • Wylds Road • Bridgwafer • Somerset • TA6 4BH 
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CHAT 


I HOPE you've 
winter chill of 


coping well with 


we Know that vou™ = y • u ,or Vour great Ip 
• ng masses of Valent 6 a 9°' n 3 to be busv 
minute don't forgel to H r S „ Cafds bu »" you Woft 

a “«w» 

sr^sssssaw 

re S > m !Pf>nd to all Gana pZZHS' ‘ s sor "ething we 
Don t forget that it s me mbers 9 

whhlhP r° U: 30 si 9" op toJ5Sth£r7 newal '""e ,0r 

picTu es of a y p,ank C'obTnffir 


f ^HOY ME shipmates, tis the month of love! I've 

just posted me Valentine to a beautiful mermaid 
called Ariel that caught me eye when I was sail¬ 
ing around the South Pacific. 

She be a gorgeous maiden with long flowing locks 
and the voice of an angel. 

Technocat has decided to make all the crew pan¬ 
cakes on Shrove Tuesday, 16 February, to help rid us 
of the ghastly winter chills. 

Pancake Day is a tradition which began hundreds 


of years ago and is the day before a time of fasting"\ 

called Lent. 

When people fast it means they go without certain 
foods and the fat used to make pancakes is one of the 
foods which is not allowed to be eaten during Lent. 

The fast lasts for forty days and marks the start of 
the countdown to Easter. People ate the pancakes as 
a special treat and to use up any fat that was in the 
house before Lent began. I adore them there pan¬ 
cakes, can't get enough of ’em; hot, lovely, and cov¬ 
ered in jam! 


Sad story behind 
the first Valentine 


Membership Application Form 

Please enrol me as a member of The (ianj; Plank ( tub I enclose a 
PCVchcquc <payable to Navy News) for £.1.25. 


T ECHNOCAT has been wondering why people all over the 
world send Valentine’s cards on 14 February. As he was sit¬ 
ting at his computer, he decided to log onto the Internet to 
find out and he pawed in the word ’Valentine’. 


"Wow, techno-tastic!" purred 
the little cyber moggy. There 
were over fifty thousand sites 
covering Valentine's Day. 
Techno couldn't believe his 
furry luck. 

He continued searching and 
found a site called www.saint- 
valentinius.com. Techno read 
on with interest and soon dis¬ 
covered that Valentine's Day 
exists because hundreds and 
hundreds of years ago a man 
called Valentinius sent a letter 
declaring his total love and 
devotion to his girlfriend Julia 
on the day of his execution. 

"Oh yuk! How sloppy!” 
thought Technocat, "Isn't it 
amazing that people from 
countries around the world still 


send cards of love to pay trib¬ 
ute to Valentinius? 

"But there has got to be 
more to do than just send 
cards though,” thought 
Technocat as he continued on 
his mission through the thou¬ 
sands of Valentine sites. 

It was not long before he 
came across a site called 
www.parentsoup.com which 
was packed with information 
on Valentines activities. 

"Wicked!” yelped 

Technocat. "There are so 
many things to do! I can make 
Valentine cookies, Valentine 
uzzles and even Valentine 
ubbles. I didn't know that 
Valentine's Day could be so 
much fun!” 


JOLLY 

JOKE 

TIME 

* Why did the one- 
eyed bird cross the 
road? 

* To get to the 
Birdseye shop! 

* Why was six afraid 
of seven? 

* Because 7 8 9! 

Knock knock, 
Who’s there? 

Hatch. 

Hatch who? 

That’s a nasty cold 
you’ve got! 

*What’s white, furry 
and smells of mint? 

*A Polo bear! 

*How many seconds 
are there in a year? 

^Twelve. (January 
2nd, February 2nd.... 
etc) 

Thanks to Dren 
Avison and Kylie 
Weiss. Keep sending 
your jokes! 


Name 


Address 


...Postcode ... 

D O B..Tel No. 

Do you have any Brothers CD Sisters LJ Ages CD 
Special Interests: Sport IZ] Music CJ Film/TV LJ 

Friends l—l Reading 0 


Who docs this copy of Nu\y Nr*s belong to? 


Parent Q Grandparent LJ Other Q 



XHN THE GANG PLANK CLUB ANO 
YOU WILL RECEIVE A GOODIE BAG 
SmULAR TO THE ONE SHOWN 


We will also accept payment by:- 
Visa, Solo, Delta, 
Access, Mastercard or Switch 


Send ytmf uutnpielcd farm, topethrr with a poUal ordcf/cticquc fur £3.25 lo: 

C aptain Plank\ i Ink. Smsy Nm. HMS Ncfco*. Portsmunlh POI .Mill. 

If you wuuld like any further mlontUMin before applying, call 01705 73355K 
or 01705 X2AO40 (24koar amarrpkowl 



AHOY All GANG PLANK MIMBCRS! 

Design a Speciai “Caster Card” 
for Captain Piank 

And you could win one of several prizes 
donated by ‘Penguin Children’s Books’ 


Send your Easter Card to: Captain Piank, The Gang Piank Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Queen St, Portsmouth. POI 3HH - Include your name, address, and age. 

* Entries to reach us by 1st March 1999 * 

The Judges decision is final. Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible to enter. 

Sorry we are unable to return your cards 





John Davison, Candice 
Bartlett. Rachel Ould. Siobhan 
Hodgetts, Thomas Arkesden, 
Scott Gibbs, Michael Gow, 
Robert Myers, Luke Marsh. 
Mathe Bryan, Michelle Bacon, 
Thomas Hardhrtg , Beniamin 
Davis, Callum Whilham, 
Victoria Smith, Connor Reid, 
Holly Nicholson, Amy Barge. 
Callum Dawes, Stuart Parrott, 
Alex Hamp, Matthew Tinker, 
Richard Jamieson, Kirsty 
Porter, Kyty Bell, James Ford, 
Marie Mason. Amy Walden, 
Adeie Tipton, David Richard 
Alan Flack, Benjamin MUby, 
Danielle Rutherford, Kylie 
Weiss. Beniamin Archer. Joe 
Newton, Louise Kadis, Dana 
Hill, Robert Truckle, Linz* 
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THE SEMAPHORE stations we talked about last month 
could be anything from a simple hut to a bungalow, a 
three-storey house or a tower' house. 

Sometimes they had living accommodation for the crew and 
their families, while others were simply manned during the hours 
of watch. Living conditions were quite poor and it was a lonely life 
for the crew and their families as the stations were often very 
remote on high ground. 

There were usually two crew members. One, called the 
“Handyman” would keep lookout through the telescope and as 
soon as he saw the signal from the next station he would call the 
“Lieutenant”, who would then take over the telescope while the 
Handyman pulled the winch handies that operated the arms of the 
semaphore. 

The process of passing the message up and down the line 
would then begin. In good conditions the system from London to 
Portsmouth could relay about three signals a minute - so it was 
much faster than sending messengers on horseback! 

The weather was a very important factor, though. Visibility in 
London was often very poor and the Admiralty station was fre¬ 
quently unable to send or receive messages. Messengers then 
had to carry messages to stations further down the line where 
weather conditions might be better and from where they could be 
passed on down the line as normal. 
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Semaphore can also be sent by using two 
hand-held flags - which you can easily make 
yourselves! The flags are held in the same 
positions as the arms of the semaphore station 
machine. 

Look at the alphabet guide on the left and use 
it to work out the message being signalled to 
Captain Plank (above). 

Then send your answer to Captain Plank, 
Navy News , HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. 

The first ten correct answers will win a special 
prize. 


PART 2: HMS AMETHYST HAS COME UNDER HEAVY FIRE FROM CHINESE COM¬ 
MUNIST ARTILLERY ON THE NORTH SHORE OF THE YANGTSE RIVER AND HAS 
RUN AGROUND OFF ROSE ISLAND ... 


y^hc 'J^tnfQtse Jnddent 


ANOTHER SHELL WRECKS THE LOWER POWER ROOM 
BELOW DECK. KILLING THE ELECTRICIAN AND PUTTING 
THE GYRO. WIRELESS. ELECTRICALLY CONTROLLED 
FIRING CIRCUITS OF THE GUNS. THE SHIPS LIGHTING 
AND OTHER SERVICES OUT OF ACTION. 




AN A TTEMPT IS MADE TO EVACUA TE THE WOUNDED ASHORE IN A DAMAGED 
WHALER - BUT THE BOAT IS STRUCK KILLING TWO MEN AND WOUNDING OTHERS. 


THE DOCTOR. SURG LT 
ALDERTON. AND HIS 
ASSISTANTSBA BAKER ARE 
ADMINISTERING MORPHINE 
AND FIRST AID ON THE 
QUARTERDECK - WHEN A SHEL. 
KILLS THEM BOTH. 



THE UNWOUNDED SWIM ASHORE IN THEIR LIFEBELTS WHILE A WORKING PARTY 
REMAINS ON BOARD. BUT THE WHALER, THE RAFTS AND THE MEN IN THE WA TER COME 
UNDER FIRE. OF AROUND 60 RA TINGS WHO MAKE IT TO ROSE ISLAND. 50 EVENTUALL V 
REACH SHANGHAI. THE REST REMAIN ON THE BANK. LATER TO RETURN TO THE SHIP. 


h 



LT WESTON. UNABLE TO STAND AND IN GREA T 
PAIN. IS PROPPED UP IN THE WIRELESS ROOM. 


DESTROY ALL RADAR AND SECRET 
EQUIPMENT! BURN ALL CONFIDENTIAL 
BOOKS AND DOCUMENTSr 

— Tzrz * aza? 


To be continued. 
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Leigh Spinners 

FLOORCOVERING 

MANUFACTURERS 

Leigh Spinners Ltd a privately owned Floor-coverings manufacturer based 
in Greater Manchester are looking to recruit an H.N.C. qualified Chief 
Artificer who is leaving the navy this summer. The successful applicant will 
have had experience of steam raising and will be capable of running a mill 
maintenance department. Salary and benefits by negotiation. Re-location 
expenses will be paid where appropriate. 

Applications in writing to: 

P.D.G Horrocks, Joint Managing Director 

Leigh Spinners Ltd, Park Lane, Leigh, WN7 2LB 
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£>NaV .V JOBS IN NEW ZEALAND 



The Royal New Zealand Navy is currently looking for 
service persons or recent ex-service persons to 
fill the following vacancies: 




Weapons Electrical Engineering 
Officers - Senior Lieutenant/ 
Junior Lieutenant Commander. 

Marine Engineering Officers 
Junior/mid seniority Lieutenant 


(Charge qualified). 
Hydrographic Officers, 
Junior Lieutenant/Senior 
Sub-Lieutenant with H2 
qualification. 


Chief Petty Officer/Petty Officer 
Radio Fitters (CEW). 

Petty Officer Control Fitters 

(AI). 

Petty Officer Radar Plotter. 



For further information send your Curriculum Vitae to 


THE HEAD, NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF, 
NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, 
HAYMARKET, LONDON, SWIY4TQ 


I 


Broaden Your Horizons... 

The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian 
volunteers (including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy 
in stretch, crisis, tension and war, at sea and ashore. 



NAVAL 

RESERVE 



Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet. The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend. 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable; in 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual 
tax-free bonus (Bounty) - 
currently up to £1,050 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN). 
male or female and physically fit. 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office. 

For details of these phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676. 


OIL RIGS 

The Essential Guide • 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESN T KNOW WHERE TO START. 

PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL RIGS. 

• HOOKS rolls) • 
01253 869808 
8 Clegg Ave Thornton Cleveleys. 
Lancs. FY5 10J U K 


CRUISE THE WORLD 


Work on luxury cruise ships. Have fun & 
adventure. Earn up to £3.600 pm tax free. 
Positions at all levels. For FREE 
information pack send TWO S.A E. to: 

Transitions Overseas 
(Ref.NN) 
PO Box 21832 
London SW6 5WE 



Interested in a rewarding career opportunity as a 
personal trainer, sports therapist or nutritionist? 

For personal one-to-one advice and details of Premier’s 
unique resettlement package please contact 
HOI) DOWLING on his direct line 



Parade House, 70 Fore Street, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA 14 8HQ 
Tel: 01225 353555 Fax: 01225 353556 email enquiries^/ prcmtcrid.co.uk 


CLEMNG THE SERVICE? 


Train to be a Technical 
Author with our top quality 
distance learning course. 
Learn at your own pace! 
Established over 10 years 

THE COLLEGE OF J 
TECHNICAL 
AUTHORSHIP 

Ref NN4, P.O. Box 7 
Cheadle, Cheshire 
SK8 3BY 

- 0161 437 4235 

J &mulrcm»lcy#colucha.ii-nci.coin 



You need to earn in excess of £48,000 per year 

You will be able to manage a team of at least four people 

You can attend a three-day residential training course 

You want confirmed leads and appointments 

You are interested in property and finance 

You want to work in an established marketing system 

You can attend a one-day presentation at our offices 

You want to be the executive consultant in your area 

You want to be part of a National company 

You want a full money back guarantee 

You want to succeed 

LICENSES AVAILABLE FROM £4,977 

TELEPHONE KEN AT KINGFISHERS VENTURES 

0151 928 8222 

TO DISCUSS THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY - Ex Navy Moat Welcome 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

we require an 

A&C ENGINEERING INSTRUCTOR 

for our Training School at Redhill Aerodrome 

Applicants should have a background in aircraft 
training and be experienced in Helicopter airframe 
and engine subjects. Knowledge of Electrics would 
be an advantage as would some experience in 
preparing presentations by computer. 

The position will involve conducting engineering 
courses at Redhill and on other UK and overseas 
bases to meet Company and client requirements. 
A progressive salary and good conditions of 
employment will be offered. 

Apply in writing to Personnel Manager, 
Bristow Helicopters, Redhill Aerodrome, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 5JZ 


Vacancies - Immediate & within 12 
months of end of service 

CAT A & B Nuclear Watchkeepers, 
CCMEA/CPOMEA with gas turbine/ 
diesel electric experience, Training Curricula 
Developers (all trades) Field Service Engineers 
H/W S W Exp Middle East/UK. 

CV’s to WRA, Prestleigh House, 38-40 Hendford. Yeovil, 
Somerset. BA20 1UW 

Tel No: 01935-412288/424865 Fax No: 01935-411755 
E mail: Dostmaster@wra.uk.com 


& 


& 


COLE AND SHARP 
LIMITED 
require 

Technical Authors, in the Aerospace Sector 
for the Yeovil area. 

Applicants should have ONC/HND in Mechanical or 
Electrical Engineering discipline. 

Please write with CV to:- 

Mr John Biggs 
Cole and Sharp Limited 
Hillfort House, Poundbury Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset. DTI 2PN 
Tel:(01305) 262186 Fax: 260321 



Are you 

looking for a 

new career 

Then look at becoming a 

driving 

instructor... 

with job 

satisfaction? 

if the idea of working as a self-employed 
driving instructor appeals to you, then call 
for more information about our approved 
instructor training course. 

FOR DETAILS 

CALL FREE 

CENTRAL INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION 

0800 70 7000 


I—F.l. DIAG.E— 

Formed in recognition of the special knowledge and skills required 
by persons in fault diagnosis, plant management and maintenance 
and problem solving. Members may qualify for the European license of 
P Eng (Professional Engineer). 

Admission is based solely on competence and capability without 
regard to age or academic attainments. 

To obtain further particulars send a self addressed envelope to: 

INSTITUTION OF 
DIAGNOSTIC ENGINEERS 

7 Weir Road, Kibworth, Leicester LE8 OLQ 
Tel: 0116 279 6772 Fax: 0116 279 6884 



eniplcHfMtent 

Quality Amtrtd Recruitment 


♦ Administrators 

♦ Legal Secretaries 

♦ PA/Secretaries 

♦ General Accounts persons 

♦ Customer Service/Telesales 

required for forthcoming contracts in 
the Portsmouth area. 

For more details: 
01705 751789 


WORLD CREWS 

Yacht Crewtinder Service 

CREW WANTED 

We are always needing crew for yachts 
sailing UK & Worldwide 
Charter. Delivenes. Racing. Cruising 
Power & sail, amateur & professional 
We also publish 

“JOBS AFLOAT” 

AI you need to know about working on both 
yachts & cruise ships, fists over 300 compares 
oflenng employment afloat 

PHONE/FAX 01202 431520 

or write 

wucm.amn.iimwMMKmwKi 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 
Ring 

01753 890243 


Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 


Service Personnel 



A PERFECT HOME BUSINESS 
Anyone, anywhere, could do 
this. Earn extra income. 
Leading edge cellular nutrition. 
HELP YOURSELF AND OTHERS 
GET HEALTHY AND WEALTHY. 
Nothing else comes close. 
Ring Now 0870 0780459 

AMWAY - Your KEY to a better 
life. (All areas/Countries) Ring 
07971 382154 
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Options 

We’re proud 
of what we 
build here 

If you’d like to find out more about why we are in such demand, 
please phone for an individual appointment. 

You will be made most welcome. We award service bursaries. 



f 1. ■ v-”. 


LOMOND 

SCHOOL 

Helensburgh 


10 Stafford Street, 
Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire 
G84 9JX. 
Telephone: 
(01436)672476. 


Robert McDonald, Junior One pupil. 



LOMOND SETS 
THE STANDARDS... 


LOMOND SCHOOL is much in demand 
amongst parents with a knowledge of 
quality education in West Central 
Scotland. With exam results up to six 
times better than the national average, a 
‘state of the art’ new main building 
completed in October 1998, a reputation 
for quality care in the boarding houses 
and an innovative and extensive 
extra-curricular programme, Lomond is 
able to really set the standards. 
Located within half-an-hour’s drive of 
Glasgow Airport, this is a well-resourced, 
caring and dynamic school that caters for 
boys and girls, boarders and day pupils, 
aged from 3-18 years. 


The average class size is 15, the 
teachenpupil ratio 1:8 and the school 
prides itself in getting the best from 
all those given the opportunity to attend. 
Small enough to know its pupils well 
and big enough to stimulate and compete, 
Lomond is able to select from the 
best of the Scottish and English 
education systems and its record at 
Highers and ‘A’ levels is superb. If you 
are looking for a school where your child 
will be happy, stretched and given a 
positive outlook on life, then give us a 
call on (01436) 672476 or fax us on 
(01436) 678320 or e-mail at: 
admin@lomond-school.demon.co.uk. 


For details of the 
next Navy News 
Education Feature 
please contact 
the advertising 
department on 
01705 724226 


ST JOHN’S SCHOOL,SIDMOUTH 

Boys & Girls 2 to 13+ 

“A Proven track record” 

_ (Sunday Times) _ 


Our rvuli stic costs reflect our respect fur family values. 

- only £2350 per term - 
family care and attention where each 
indi\ id it a I counts 


Write or ring for details to: St. John’s School. Broadway, 
Sidmouih, Devon. EX 10 8RG. 

Tel 01395 513984, Fax 01395 514539 

St John's is a charily No. 274864 and exists to provide education for children 



If you’re keen on sports, the Royal Navy has more to offer than any other 
organisation of its size you could name, and some of the finest facilities to 
enjoy them. Apart from the usual team games - and ships’ teams regularly 
do well in matches played at their various ports of call around the world, 
even against professional sides - the Senior Service caters for all tastes. 
Well, most of them. Everything from white water rafting to motorcycle 
rallying. From ice climbing to hang gliding. From potholing to skydiving. 

Everywhere the Navy goes, its high standard of physical fitness is 
demonstrated by its sporting prowess.The 1999 Navy News Calendar has 
the latest pictures of some of the best units of today’s Navy - with snap 
shots of its people enjoying the opportunities it gives them to make the 
most of their leisure time.They work hard and play hard. 

Once again the customary high standard of 
presentation and production has been B 

maintained with a new and improved layout m S 

This collector's piece calendar of splendid 
colour pictures is printed on fine grade 
paper, wire bound at the head and with 
high quality varnish cover. 

Size approx: 37cm. x 28.5cm. ’ * 

Please send your orders to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment 
can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or 
for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Telephone: 01705 826040 Fax: 01705 830149 


Surface Mail Abroad 


PLEASE ALLOW 2« DAYS EQR DELlV 
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SPECIALISTS 
IN THE 
HOMES OF 
RN 

PERSONNEL 

A full and comprehensive 
service which includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Tracey Mackenzie Alison O'Neill 
TEL: 01705 647171 / FAX: 01705 818081 
263, Fawcett Rd, Southsea, Hants. 


HAVEN HOLIDAY HOME, 
(IOW, NEAR COWES) book now 
1999,01705 614774 


Property for Sale 


FLYDE COAST Run by ex Navy 
chap and wife. 9 bed hotel. 
Viewing a must. Long lease GF&F. 
Valued at £37!4k. Open to offers. 
You won’t be disappointed. 
01253 352220 


TL ( Bosun ’s 

1 lit Bookshop 


A LARGE SELECTION OF ROYAL 

Naval and Maritime titles 

For more details, 

Til: 1171$ I2III2 Fii: 11715121111 

E-Mail: navalmuseum@cix.co.uk 


The Royal Naval Museum Trading Company Limited 
No3 Stee, 1 Nava! Base. Han Road tetsmoii POi 3PT 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 
IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chitwell Road 
Beeslon, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


'SHIPMODELS' 

Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels .Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 

For details write or phone. 
Mr Ian Ruscot, 29 Eagle Street , 
Hanley, Stoke-on Trent, Staffordshire, 
STl 3PD Tel. No. 01782 239485. j 





LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
J DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 0171-930 1979 
FAX 0171-930 1152 
e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com 


TRAVEL 

& SKI 


40% 


OFF] 


STREET 

was 




DIRECT 

0 

11 

18 981 0222 


Property & Miscellaneous 



WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, Worts B61 8LL 
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798 

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and 
Medal Mounting either for wear or display. 

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of 
Full Size & Miniature Medals. 

Credit card order* accepted by phone or faa. 

I’K customer* plea* add 17.5* VAT 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, all from one supplier 

No artworti or totting up costs on majority of goods 
Kfcgh quality, competitive pnees. prompt delivery 

BFPO tax-free service 
Send for our now price list: 

Reynold Sports 

51/52, High Street. Lincoln. LN5 SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

%rXManijfactu re Pewter Tankards. Trophies. Goblets and 
1 Hip Flasks 

i .^Tankards engraved with Badge Crest from C5.50 *■ VAT 
)C SEND FOR OUR FREE CA TALOGUE 

TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377 
i GL0SS0PS TROPHIES. 86 BROAD STREET. SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 
PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals • full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—i 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8"xl6" for £35piusP&P 
For list please send SAE to: 
SEART, 5 THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS P012 3TP 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Win Blaier Badges-ali ships . C10.00 


Framed Win Badges (5x5) . €12.00 

White Gauntlets . £20.00 

Standard Carden . €25.00 

Brass Inserts . €12.00 

White Cotton Gloves Pair . £3.50 

Navy Black Bents 6S-8. €7.00 

Any Association Win Bent Badge . €4.50 

R.N A Naval Division Ties . £$.55 

RN Bow Ties . €8.55 

Black Ctip-onTles . €4.50 

RN Buttons: Large €1.60, Small €1.50 

RNARil Ladles sashes . €12.00 

Pace Sticks . €60.00 

W.R.N.S Tdcom Hats . £20.00 

EmbnidendOmmUs 

Whiter Blousons. Black Navy 

RNARHFAAFAA Assn .£20.00 

Navy blue V-neck Jumpers 

RNARHFAAFAA Assn . £12.00 

White Pilot Shirts- 

RNARH RNPSA FAA FAA Assn .f 11.75 

Sweatshirts Navy, Grey. FAA FAA Assn.... €14.50 
Extinct shipping line badges 

‘ to order) . €11.00 


Officers Cap Badges ..£11.00 

Gold Sword Knot.£23.00 

Leather Sword Belts.£70.00 

Sword Bags.£30.00 


all prices include PAP 

ll.Daiehead Drive. Shaw.Ofdham.lanes.OL 28 TJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 
E-mail:- robroy(g>tlneooe.net_ 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 

CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

Cap Tallies. Sweatshirts. 
Ships Crests 6“ 8 12" 
Printed T-Shirts and Baseball Caps 
All made to order 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Gwinear. Hayle. 
Cornwall TR27 5HA 
Tel Fax: 01736 850724 


P.O.S.H. CARS 


Specialising in: 

Dock - Airport Transfers 
Tel: 01705 421000 
Fax: 01705 719000 

Port Out Starboard Home 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons. 
Medals, Cap Badges. Militaria. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN), 
31, Belle Vue St.. Filey. N. Yorks 
YQ14 9HU. 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 


UT M ’ v VI ' i4 

ttmuLvmmm. 


fry a 

< 

MUM ^ 

bo women regularly fall at your feet? 

# Do you have something to sing, show and say? 
ANb ...Are you free for a day in May? 


3 

> 


| If so UW 0 MAN the ultimate mole tv experience is looting for YOU! 

^ If you think you’ve got what it takes to face 300 women, 
y and you'd like the chance to win a huge prize and appear on a ^ 
prime time Saturday night ITV entertainment show then call 

$0171 691 6600 NOW! 


< 

* 

< 

< 

< 

£ 
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HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 


6in x 7 y i 2 



i fright 


£21.20* inc UK postage 
* add £1.45 lor optional mottolitle scroll 
Up to 40 % discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Vldoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EF 
Tel/Fax: 01482 213398 
Please send SAE tor Brochure 


“A TOUCH OF HISTORY” 

The Story of Gosport Airfield 

& 

Other Tales from the RAF. 
& FAA 

ByJ.D. Parfoot 

£11.99+£1.60 p&p (UK) 

Available from MCS Publications 
59 Winnham Drive, Fareham, 
Hampshire, P0168QG 
01329 287905 


SING 'EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

("IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT","ROVND THE BVOY'':‘SAUY FREE AND EASY") 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO'SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

m OF RIPE AND IRONIC HUMOLR, NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS"-'Navy News’. 

Price (inc. p.&p.): £8.00 each cassette (UK/BFPO only. FJsewhere £9.00 per cassette) 

(All overseas payments in Sterling by I VIC) or cheque drawn on a British bank, please) 
Orders and enquiries to CYRIL TAWNEY, 521 Mean wood Road, LEEDS. LS6 4AW. 


TRACING SERVICE lost contact 
with friends or relatives? Phone 
Derek on 0115 9763595 or Mobile 
07957 925123. Or write with details 
to: D Hutchby, Enquiry Agency, 
2 Deepdcne Way, Bells Lane Estate. 
Nottingham NG8 6BX 


its a Resuit / 

The winner of the 

“Santas Soccer Stunner" 

Competition in the December issue is - 

Mr S. Briscoe of Hampshire 


Z£)entworth 

the ftwterrrs 

FORMERLY C0RIV0 PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship’s Crests, Badges and 
Logo’s to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield SI 3JA 
Tel: 0114 272 5676 Fax: 0114 272 6651 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 



WALL PLAQUES 



7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£24.00 +£1 .50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE for quotes and price list 

49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE. TEL/FAX: (01273) 416138 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£24.50 + £1.40 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25, 50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made for Clubs, 
Bands. Choirs, etc 
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 
Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


Dennis Computers 

(SHOP OPENING SOON) 

DISCOUNT FOR HM FORCES. 

THE BEST M-NX/l SI D SYSTEMS 
YOU CAN AFFORD 
WE FIND YQU THE BEST SYSTEMS 

CALL US ON, 

01705 614774 


imoRflconrDOKfs 1 + 


COME TO THE MANUFACTURERS 
& CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAN!' 

WE MAKE EMBROIDERED BADGES, 
CRESTS & GARMENTS. WE PRINT 
STICKERS, T SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS. 
WE ARE THE BIGGEST PRODUCERS 
OF PERSONALISED COFFEE MUGS 
IN EUROPE. ANO SUPPLY MOST OF 
THE WORLDS ARMED FORCES. 
TOP QUALITY. 1 st CLASS SERVICE. 

UNBEATABLE VALUE !! 

CALL NOW FOR DETAILS & PRICES. 


TERRANE PROMOTIONS. TERRANE HOUSE. 
WHISBV WAY IND EST. LINCOLN LN6 3LQ 
TEL: (01522) 697000 / FAX: (01522) 697154 



CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 
For comprehensive list send SAE 

SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 
D.E.M.S TIES AVAILABLE 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
i. REED COVET. LONOWELL QUEER, BRISTOL 
TEL: 0117 9327967 FAX: 9329542 


ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl. VAT) as effective front I si April V<V 


DISPLAY 


Full Page. 

.£2,100 

Half Page . 

.£1,160 

Quarter Page. 

.£655 


.£13 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage. 

85 p per word 

Trade minimum. 

.... 30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum. 

.lOwds. 


Penfriends see page 8 

Box number . £3 

Discounts Colour Rates Technical Details available on request. 

Tel: 01705 724226 for a full Media Pack 
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Accommodation 



ISUPPORT YOUR CLUB] 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morfce Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PG 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 



Province Of Natal Hotel 

5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 


Mandy, John and Jamie wish all our visitors from 
the past year a merry Christmas and a happy new year 
and we look forward to seeing you during 1999 
the 50 ,h Anniversary of the hotel. 

A hotel for serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and their reservists, families and close relatives. 

We also cater for small ships re-unions 
English Tourist Board rated Three Crown - Commended 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 

RtXiflmd CK»nt> No 226446 


The Dorcliffe 

Licensed Guest House 

42 Wavertey Road. Southsea, P05 2PP 

Comfortable, friendly. Licensed Guest 
House Ideally situated. All rooms 
colour TV. tea/coffee facilities. En-suites 
available. Dogs welcome. Own keys. 

Tel: 01705 828283 <455. 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Fnendly family run, 2 mins, from sea and 
entertainments Close to ferries. Naval 
base, shops, etc. Own keys. Satellite TV 
all rooms, no restrictions. B&B. Holiday or 
short stay. Ample pnvate car parking 
Mrs Pat Green (01705) 731043 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

A small, fnendly. family run Guest House 
offenng B&B (overnight or weekly rates). 
Close to Naval base, station, shops and 
nightlife. Colour TV, tea/coffee 
facilities in all rooms. Some rooms 
en-suite. Own keys, limited parking. 

Paddy and John (Joe) Frskine 
Tel / Fax Portsmouth (01705) 823924 



GOSPORT ‘CHERRY TREES’ 
15, Linden Grove. Alverstoke. ETB 
I crown. Family run guest house. All 
rooms H/C, tea making. English 
breakfast, children welcome. Close 
harbour. Haslar. Dolphin. Sultan. 
£13 p.p. Lin or Steve Gell, Tel: 
01705 521543. 


- PLYMOUTH - 

MOUNTBATTEN 

Tel: 01752 563843 Fax: 01752 606014 

Royal Fleet Club A NavaI Base 
within walking distance. 

* All Rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee 
& Phones. Mainly En Suite. 

♦ Free Parking * Bar 
• Credit Cards Accepted 
52. Exmouth Road. Stoke. Plymouth, PL1 4QH 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Fnendly family run 
Guest House otters you a warm welcome and 
personal service Facilities include residents 
lounge. TV. Radio. TeaColfee. Licensed Central 
Heating all rooms. From £14pp CCs Accepted 
Margaret and Peter Robinson 
THE FIRS 13. Pier Street. West Hoe. 

TEL: 01752 262870 


Hamorn.i <fnirst 2)ousc 


23 Victoria Road South. Southsea, Portsmouth P05 2BX 

Telephone (01705) 811157 

Lamorna is ideally situated for all amenities 
and only a few minutes by car to Naval base 
and Continental Ferry Port. 

All rooms colour T/Y tea/coffee facilities. 
Own keys no restrictions Tel J. Barratt. 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 

Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17. SOUTH PARADE 

(Opposite the Pyramids) 

TEL: 01705 875566 

Special rates for all service personnel and 
Family £23.50p.p. in full ensuite double or 
twin-bedded room. 

9 4 crown seafront hotel 

♦ Colour TV, tea/c»fTee facilities 

* Game* rooms - full size snooker table 

4 Ideally situated near all local attractions 
and its nightlife. 


Chatham Navy Days 29-31 May 1999 - Rooms to fill? 

Why not advertise in Navy News 


PLYMOUTH * 

HOEGATE IK)I SE F 


Situated the Hoe A Barbican area, dose 
walking distance to city centre, bus, 
station. Rooms of high standard with 
showers, colour TV, HAC, tea coffee 
facilities, CH.. 

£15. P.P.P.N double room with shower 


SAE for Brochure. Tel: 01752 661033 

Hoegate Street. The Hoe. 

I * Plymouth. PL1 2JB * i 

^ -J 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
All rooms CTV, TeaCoffee, C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single. 
Tel: 01752 660675 

Edgcumbe Guest House 

50 Pier St. West Hoe. Plymouth PLI JBT 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 



Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS QR CHAROE FOB 


Charge ( WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.£80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER .£70 

person 1 OTHER MONTHS .£50 

l Nightly (Out of Season).£10 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should Inform the management before 2pm 
Chitten 12 years or under-HALF PRICE if sleeping in the same room as adults. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 
MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


COMMENDED 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


'OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS' 

•H/C, TEA/COFFEE, CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS * 
•ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS * 
•14TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 


33, FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. P04 ONG 



SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and fnendly run Guest House, ideally 
situated for the Naval Base/shopping 
centres/Continental Ferry Portbeaches etc 
Own keys, no restnetions, colour T.V. in all 
rooms & C.H Holiday or short breaks. 
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 832440 


H addington H olse - Plymouth 

Elegant Victorian G/F Holiday Flat. S/C with 
off road parking 

Close lo Dockyard/Torpoint/City Centre 
Up to 4 persons from £110 per week 

Contact: Adrian & Amanda Hudd 
Flat 2, 40 Haddington Road. Stake, 
Plymouth 1*1.2 1RR 


Telephone: 01752 7677.10 


GLADYER 


INN 


The Pla ce to stay 


Rosyth 


T^T!7aistance < 


Tel: 01383 419977 
Fax: 01383 411728 


‘JipckiQarden Motel, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

tfreaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 

(one or two persons) 

Central for all Southsea amenities and 
entertainments. (Quality en-suite 
bedrooms. Satellite TV’s all rooms, 
tea/coffee facilities, lounge, 
private car park 

★ Attractive Bar ★ 

★ Delightful restaurant ★ 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
P05 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 




AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
★ Lockyer St, PLI 2QD * 
Telephone: (01752) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV. Radio. Tea/Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite. 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credit Cards 
accepted. 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

*A Personal Service'Comfortable Hotel * 


pORTSMOUTJJ 
K HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from main gate, 

HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 

HMS Warrior/ 

Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins ♦ 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free bouse 

y Tet: 0t705 870505 J 


Canterbury Bell\ 
Guest House 


J? Ca ' 

Ms*? Gl 


29 St Simons Road, 
Southsea, Portsmouth 


Modem. Comfortable En-Suite 
accommodation. All rooms have 
Satellite TV. Tea/Coffee making 
facilities & are centrally heated. 
Private car parking. Studio Rats arc 
available for self-catering. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 

Phone/Fax C'atriona Randal) on 

V (01705) 351277 J 


Osmond Quest 'House 

42 'Pier street, West tfoe 

CeJSLm) **01752 229705 


Bed and Breakfast from £14-£18.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV. Tca/Coffee making. / 
Ny Some En-suite. Parking. /gfc 
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±44) 01S82 713443 
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MAC^D 'TI-L'DS' ‘BOilQil'E'TS 

yOIL ALL OCCASIONS. 

m J 11 

mZLLX*LVlLn*$iY 
•TEJL 01705 61400b 
*JAX: 01705 t>1990S 



FORGET-ME-NOT 
FLORAL DESIGNS 


r lowers w ith Pci sotialir 


Guaranteed Deliver; Date* (L’K A N! Only) 
Seasonal Rower Bo* £14.99/24.99 
I x Red Rose £9.99 12 * Red Roses £27.99 
Red Carnations from £15.99 Freesia Bo* £17.99 
Mixed Tulip Bo* f 10.99/£I6.99 
Extras: Chocs (230g) £8.50. James Bear* £3.00 
Cheque PO A(Cfs*/Y|»a Delta Mastercard 



All prices Include delivery 
Full selection guide available on request 


ip- BOSUNS STORE =| 
& 



NAUTICAL GIFTS 
• Knot Boards * Bells & Bell Ropes 
• Clocks and Barometers • Key Rings & Fobs 
• Mugs & Dnnk Ware • Telescopes A Binoculars 
• Model Ships, Boats A Yachts 
• Fishing Tackle & Clothing 

EMBROIDERY 

• Dressed Teddy Bears 
• Personalised Shuts. Hals. Sweat Shirts. 

Polo Shtru, Smocks. Ties. Badges. 
Hundreds of Motifs or your own design 

Also ships and boats chandlery . rigging and 
sailmaking items lo order Oxer 2000 items in 
stark, fast processing and deln-en of nonstock 
items Browse through our catalogue to find 
the perfect gift for you and your family 
Mail Order AxadaNe 
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VALENTINES SPECIAL 
8" TEDDY 
£3.99 + £1.75 p&p 


GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 
TEL: 01752 815050 


High Quality Champagne 
and The Finest Chocolates 

Make your loved ones feel special. 
£30 plus £6.77 p&p (next day delivery) 

THE - 


i— ini 

HAMPER 

1 - COMPAHY — 1 

Westwood, The Avenue, 
Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AH 

^Tel/fax 01935 817653 j 


For details of the 
next feature ring 
01705 725062 


FLOWERS FROM ^ 

CORNWALL f 

Quality flou’eis delivered by 1st class post for any occasion 


Valentines, Mothers Day & Easter Rowers from £9.95 





Visa/Access accepted (please stale expiry dale ) Cheques/P.0. 's 
payable to Flowers from Cornwall 
RO. Box 16 , St Ives , Cornwall , TR26 2BR 
Tel: 01736 754003 Fax: 01736 752618 


far 


The £7 deal 
Cupids gift 

Say it with J lowers 

fje JVly 'Valentine... 

VALENTINES WEEK ONLY ORDER VERY EARLY ) 

Note: For wks 4-16 Feb please add £6 per 12 Roses, £11 per 24 Roses, 

£6 Bouquet special, £6 Rose bouquet 

_ Mothers Day Bouquets Early = March 14th _ 

Mixed Bouquets £22.50 Pastel shades —Yellow Apricot Pink Freesia A Fern 
Mixed Bouquets £17.50 — Pink Lavender Yellow / Freesia A Fern 




12 Roses 

Red Pink (large) 

£13.85 

24 Roses 

RedPinkYellow (large) 

£18.50 

12 Carnations 

RedRink Mixed 

£12.50 

40 Freesia 

Mixed with Fern 

£ 14.75 

Bouquet 

Carnations, Freesias, Fern 30 Flowers 

£16.50 

Bouquet 

Spray Carnations, Freesias, Fern • 20 Blooms 

£11.50 



Please use this ad as an order form 

( € Telephone Hotline 01431 46708 ) 

& F) m am 

M9: Peak Period ■ Flowers may be used from other sources 

Flamingo, Bas Capelles. St Sampson 
Guernsey. C.l. GY2 4WB 

Tel: 01481 46708 Fax: 01481 43406 
Visa/Access/Amex Accepted 

(Please Incl. exp. date) Cheques/POs payable Joys Roses 
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Endurance visits lonely island as 



A N UNUSUAL tourist destination is 
making the work of Royal Navy 
patrol ship HMS Endurance even 
more relevant. 

The stunning, desolate scenery of South 
Georgia now features on a number of cruise itin¬ 
eraries, so the busy programme of magnetic 
observations, vertical photography and hydro- 
graphic work carried out by the ship will help in 
the preparation of vital navigation charts. 

Endurance ran south from Portsmouth via 
South America, and it was to the Argentine port 
of Mar Del Plata that the Red Plum went for a 
seven-day stand-off over the New Year, giving the 
ship’s company a break after the first eight weeks 
of the deployment. 

Eight of the sailors were detached to run a sur¬ 
vey boat camp in atrocious weather conditions at 
Low Bay in the Falklands before Endurance made 
the long passage to South Georgia. 

While there a number of old Norwegian whal¬ 
ing stations were visited - they are generally in a 
poor state of repair, and the ship assisted a team 
m assessing the health and safety implications of 

• Tourist spot (left) - the Lynx helicopter 
from HMS Endurance flies in a team assess¬ 
ing the health and safety implications of 
tourists visiting the Husvik Whaling Station 
in South Georgia, last used in the 1960s. 

• Swell scenery (below) - Endurance In 
heavy seas off South Georgia. 

Pictures: LA(PHOT) Mark Southwell 


allowing visitors on to the sites. 

Endurance’s Lynx helicopter was also used to 
transfer a second group renovating whaling sta¬ 
tion cemeteries, and to give scientists access to 
some of the most remote and exposed areas of the 
island to recover a number of self-contained 
weather stations established by the ship during the 
previous deployment. 

The ship s diving team restored fresh water to 
the small garrison at King Edward’s Point by 
repairing the supply dam sluice, and the ship land¬ 
ed a refrigerated container unit. 

A small expedition to Grulbranden Lake near 
the Neumeyer Glacier allowed the Royal Marines 
detachment to teach members of the ship’s com¬ 
pany the rudiments of Arctic survival. 

A more ambitious joint expedition by the 
Royals with members of the garrison to follow in 
the footsteps of Sir Edward Shackleton on his 
heroic journey across the island had to be aban¬ 
doned when high winds and near white-out condi¬ 
tions intervened. 

Christmas was spent at the buoy in Cumberland 
Bay, while the Christmas Day service took place in 
the most southerly church in the world, the 
Whaling Station Chapel. An RAF Hercules from 
the Falklands added to the occasion by providing 
a mail-drop on Christmas Eve. 

The ship’s New Year visit to the port and resort 
of Mar Del Plata, 300 miles south of the 
Argentine capital Buenos Aires, is her third visit 
to Argentina in just over three years, and she 
remains the only RN warship to have visited the 
country since the Falklands War. 


■ 

* 


• / have control (above) - Armed Forces Minister 
Doug Henderson takes the helm of the ship in the 
Falklands, watched by CO, Lt Cdr Nick Tmdal. 

• Local spectators (left) - HMS Dumbarton Castle 
in St Andrew s Bay , South Georgia. 


■ 


HELP US TO KEEP 
YOUR OPPO 
AFLOAT 


The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, 
Royal Marines and their dependants 

Established in 1922, the RNBT has given tens of millions of pounds to 
help Naval people and their families in need. 

We need support to continue this work and are extremely grateful for 
all contributions, both small and large. 

Please help us by sending a donation to the address below. 

For more information or advice call: 




01705 660296 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 
, \ BENEVOLENT TRUST ■ 


/ j V’ .'• 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 
311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth P02 8PE 
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Options 


Swy News recalls HMS Sparrow, trapped in the Antarctic 50 years ago 




N 

Falkland 

Islands 


South 
Georgia 

HMS ENDURANCE 


HMS DUMBARTON CASTLE 


Admiralty Bay 


HMS SPARROW 


Weddell 

Sea 


South Pole 




ANTARCTICA 


• Ice breakers - to conserve fresh water, passing ice floes 
were secured and lumps chipped off to provide water. 


L 




Sloop escaped 
from icy prison 


HE NIGHTMARE of 
being trapped in ice for 
the long Antarctic winter 
almost became a reality for a 
Royal Navy warship 50 years 
ago this month. 

HMS Sparrow, the last of the 
modified Black Swan class of 
sloops, sailed from the Falklands in 
January 1949, carrying passengers 
and stores for Antarctic bases. 

She arrived in Admiralty Bay in 
the South Shetland Islands on 
January 27, and was hit by foul 
weather. 

Gales brought massive floes of 
pack ice from the Weddell Sea, and 
when she tried to leave her anchor¬ 
age for the return to Port Stanley 
Cdr Waterhouse, her Commanding 
Officer, found she was icebound. 

With the chances of getting free 
receding daily, and fuel and sup¬ 
plies running low, the Falkland 
Island Dependencies survey ship 
John Biscoe, specially equipped for 
Antarctic conditions, set out to res¬ 
cue Sparrow, but was stopped by 
pack ice 35 miles from the sloop. 

A second attempt succeeded on 
February 2, but it was still not 
enough to release the warship. 

It was only when a northerly 
breeze sprang up that Sparrow was 
able to thread her way through to 
the open sea and safety. 

The ship had been trapped for 14 
days - but the ship’s company was 
making plans to see them through 
the start of the eight-month winter, 
as one sailor recalled. 

Geoffrey Middleton joined 


Sparrow in 1948 - his first ship - at 
the age of 17 in Bermuda. 

“Ttte general feeling was that we 
were going to end up like 
Shackleton,” said Mr Middleton. 

“You could hear the metal creak¬ 
ing as the ice closed in, and we had 
to use the whaler oars to fend the 
ice off the propellers, because it 
could have broken them. 

“We couldn’t use oil, 
because we were short, so 
we had to look out for blue 
icebergs, which were near¬ 
ly fresh water, and pulled 
them alongside and 
chipped bits off them to get 
water for cooking and 
drinking. 

“It did look bleak for a while, 
especially as it was my first ship. 

“But after the first shock of the 
thought that we might have to stop 


there a while, being young quite a 
lot of us also thought it was great; 
what an experience.” 

Night watchkeepers had the task 
of monitoring temperatures to 
ensure no one in the ship’s compa¬ 
ny froze to death - Mr Middleton 
recalls icicles caused bv his breath 
freezing on the bulkhead above 
him. Heating had to stay off to con¬ 
serve fuel. 

By the time the 1,350-ton ship 
moved to freedom the sailors had 
almost completed huts which would 
have been their homes until the 
spring had they not got away. 

Even the escape was not simple. 
The John Biscoe could slide over 
some ice, as she had a flat hull, but 
the warship required a clearer path. 

The ship’s second in command 
went up tne mast and guided the 
helmsman through the ice, and with 
heavy weather on the four-day pas¬ 
sage back to Port Stanley, Sparrow 
reached port “running on fumes”. 

Mr Middleton, whose petty offi¬ 
cer son Ian has just joined HMS 
Ledbury, said the ship stood up to 
her ordeal well - ana also praised 


the efforts of Cdr Waterhouse. 

“He served in the war, and was a 
real old salt. You could tell - he did¬ 
n’t bother putting out the stabilisers 
when he was eating his meals, like 
some of the four-ring captains.” 

Mr Middleton served in Sparrow 
for a second time in the 1950s - 
bringing another brush with severe 
weather when the ship sailed out to 
sea to ride out a hurricane. 

“We were out of Bermuda for 
three days, straight through the cen¬ 
tre and out the other side,” he said. 

“We were running up waves like a 
car on a hill-climb, then you could 
hear the propellers whizzing in the 
air before we went down the other 
side.” 

While in the South Atlantic HMS 
Sparrow brought six rare Adelie 
penguins from the South Georgia 
area to Montevideo, from where 
they were flown to the UK and 
London Zoo. While on board they 
were looked after by the ship’s sur¬ 
geon and fed sardines. 

“We had to empty the spud lock¬ 
er to keep them in,” recalled Mr 
Middleton. 


• Going nowhere - HMS Sparrow In Admiralty Bay in 
the Antarctic , where she was trapped for 14 days. 


VIPs visit Navy’s 
remotest warship 


ONE OF the Navy’s remotest 
units has hosted a number of 
visitors since taking up station 
in the South Atlantic. 

Falkland Island Patrol Vessel 
HMS Dumbarton Castle is the only 
RN warship permanently based in 
the region - she relieved has sister 
ship HMS Leeds Castle in January 
last year and is expected to be on 
station for three years. 

Armed Forces Minister Doug 
Henderson was the most recent 
visitor, preceded by Rear Admiral 
Ian Forbes, Commander UK Task 
Group. 

The ship's company of 54 are 
trickle-drafted to Dumbarton 
Castle, spending around six 
months at a time in the vessel. 

And although at 1,920 tonnes 
fully loaded she is one of the Navy's 
smaller ships, she can carry up to 
120 troops for short stints, or a pla¬ 
toon of 30 indefinitely. 

Her large flight deck allows her to 
embark RAF Sea King helicopters, 


or she can provide in-flight refu¬ 
elling if the weather is too rough for 
a landing. 

The ship's air surveillance radar 
and communications fit means she 
can supplement shore-based air 
defence systems, and RAF fighter 
controllers can operate from on 
board. 

One of the highlights of the six- 
month draft is one of the regular 
visits to the alpine beauty of South 
Georgia, which the ship resupplies 
during the summer months. 

On her last visit to the island she 
was able to anchor close to the 
beach and land sea boats - and the 
experience of making their way 
through 8,000 aggressive elephant 
seals to view the 100,000-strong 
king penguin colony will linger long 
in the sailors’ memories. 

Members of the ship's company 
took part in the annual Battle Day 
Parade in Port Stanley, commemo¬ 
rating the 1914 sea battle off the 
Falklands. 



• Dazzling mountain - HMS Dumbarton Castle anchored at King Edward Point in South Georgia. 
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Big ships 
battle for 
supremacy 

THE BIG ships have bat¬ 
tled it out on the sports 
field for the first time in 
nearly a decade. 

The Maxi Ships Cup com¬ 
petitions, for ship's compa¬ 
nies of over 500, featured 
rugby, soccer, hockey, 
squash and netball. 

The first day saw HMS 
Illustrious's hockey team 
beat HMS Fearless 6-0, while 
the assault ship's rugby and 
soccer teams also came off 
second best against HMS 
Invincible, by 26-5 and 5-2 
respectively. 

The second day saw 
Illustrious's hockey team 
wrap up the title with an 8-1 
win, while the carrier's rugby 
team beat Fearless 47-0 and 
their football side survived a 
last-minute penalty miss to 
beat Invincible 2-1. 

Fearless withdrew from 
the final day as a mark of 
respect following the death 
of one of her ship’s compa¬ 
ny. 

The two carriers slugged it 
out in atrocious conditions 
on the rugby pitch, with 
Invincible taking the laurels 
14-5. 

The ship also won the 
squash competition 3-2, but 
Illustrious's Wrens won the 
netball by 43-2. 


/S 


Runners back on track after break 


SEVERAL races over the festive sea¬ 
son - and the prospect of major 
championships - served to keep 
Navy runners in a reasonable training 
regime, writes Lt Cdr Bob Chapman. 

George Roper and Paul Levick (both 
HMS Heron) ran well to finish 3rd and 5th 
in the Yate 5km road race, while Mark 
Croasdale (RM Chivenor) ran away with 
the Torrington Christmas 7 and retained 
his Last Chance Exeter 10km road title. 

Several Navy runners competed on 
Boxing Day; Paul Levick finished second 
in the Stoke Stampede 10km in Somerset, 
while Ginge Gough (Collingwood) was 
first veteran home in the Round the Lakes 
10km. Gough was ninth overall, while 
Alvin Rich (Osprey) finished 17th. 


On the same day, Tim Watson (RMB 
Portsmouth) was second In the John 
Dukes 5km. 

Alvin Rich came 14th in the Broadstone 
Quarter Marathon, while several RN ath¬ 
letes took part in the Plympton 10km _ 
Gary Gerard (Gloucester Careers) was 
second, Chris Cook (HQ&Sigs RM) third 
and Terry Pares (CTCRM) fourth. 

Tim Watson finished second in the 
Hants League race at Overton, losing by 
just two seconds. RNAC had seven in the 
race, and now stand 3rd in Division 2. 

Belinda Fear (Culdrose) became 
Cornish Ladies Champion with a fine run 
at St Austell, while Rich took fourth in the 
Milbourne ten-miler. George Roper came 
second in the Somerset Championship. 

The Command Championships saw Tim 


Watson take the Portsmouth title from Taff 
John; Ginge Gough took the veterans title. 
Vicky Caldlcott-Barr (Temeraire) was top 
lady and James Buttle (Fearless) was best 
junior. Collingwood took the men’s and 
junior team titles, and Nelson the ladies’. 

At Raleigh, in equally foul conditions, 
the Air and Plymouth Command events 
were combined, with separate results. 

Mark Adams (Raleigh) took the junior 
race, Belinda Fear took the ladies' title and 
Sean Childs (Heron) beat Al Rich to the 
men’s title, Rich taking the veterans’ 
event. The team title went to Heron. 

Mark Gorman (Brave/Exeter Uni) won 
the Plymouth title, Culdrose the ladies Air 
team event (BRNC won the Plymouth) and 
Drake took the Plymouth men’s title. 


Guzz lift rugby cup 


DEVONPORT Naval Base has 
won the 1998 RN Rugby 
Union cup final by beating 
HMS Dryad 12-5 on their own 
pitch, writes Lt Cdr Grassy 
Meadows. 

The final - the first for seven 
years without the presence of a 
Royal Marines XV - was decided 
by a catalogue of mistakes, 
unforced errors and the accurate 
boot of Devonport centre 
CPOMEA Kieth Strawford. 

As expected, the Devonport 
side, led ny veteran back-row man 


RUGBY UNION 
Wju ROYAL NAVY V THE ARMY 


at 

yiM Twickenham 

Saturday 24th April 1999 


m 


POPT Ian Russel, came out 
strongly, settled early and domi¬ 
nated the opening skirmishes. 

Dryad, appearing in back-to- 
back finals, rode the storm well, 
and soon had the measure of the 
the Devonport forwards, counter¬ 
ing with some enterprising play. 

Unfortunately, tncy could not 
reproduce the skills so prominent 
in the final last year, a factor which 
was to cost them the match. 

Mistakes were clinically pun¬ 
ished with a 100 per cent tally of 
points from four good penalties by 
btrawford and territorially through 
accurate tactical kicking and 
option selection in open play from 
Devonport fly half Dave Oakley. 

In bad weather, this game was 
always going to struggle to be a 
spectacle for the hardy West 
country and travelling fans. 



• Moving wide - the ball is spun out from the forwards during the 

rugby CUp final. P* by LA(PHOT) Jack Russell 


A mistake led to the only try of 
the match when Dryad’s 5/Lt TT 
Tudor pounced on a loose ball and 
soccer-style controlled it almost 


the length of the field to give the 
visitors some hope - hope that was 
quickly thwarted by the stronger- 
finishing Devonport XV. 


Testing times in Nepal 


K.O. 1500 

TICKETS AND COACH PASSES ON SALE FROM 
1 JANUARY 1999 

TICKET HOTLINE 01705 865575 

RNRFU SHOP HAS MANY ITEMS FOR SALE, 
WEAR THEM ON THE DAY - CONTACT 
COLIN PRIDE 

0171 305 3938 FOR PRICE LIST 




thEaSIern servkJMal 

We arSproSuf to announce the 4nkin£2$ the 
stem Service Mectel. 

Available now. 

This supe 
commenu 
has been d; 
commemoi 
Eastern am 
theatres ini 



Hone an 
ez, Near East, 


iati< 

S orea;The 

Iraq, Kuwait, India, 
Borneo, Brunei, Malaya, 
Malaysia, South Arabia, 
Radfan, Burma, Java, 
Sumatra, Egypt and 
Palestine.'^ 

Priced at‘£29.95mclusive of V.A.T. and postjft^'ordeffiirc now 
being acceded. Be among the first to hoIcLjIus medal .by 
responding today, or order one as a gift for a friend or relative. 

Please send cheques or postal orders 
made payable to "DPS Awards" to: 

DPS Awards, PO BOX 6961, 
Bromsgrove, B61 8LA. 

Tel : 01527 831583 

56 Broad Stmt. Bromagrovr. No order* will be accepted at thi* addresa. pleaae reply to PO Box No. 

This is an unofficial medal which should not be worn with or alongside official medals. 



ROYAI Navy personnel had a 
lucky escape during one of 
two separate Adventurous 
Training expeditions in Nepal. 

POPT Callum Bremner was part 
of the British Alpine Centre 
Bavaria Staff training expedition 
to Mount Pumori, a 23,145ft peak 
known as the daughter of Everest. 

The team reached Camp 1 at 
21,000ft, but had to retreat as 
warm temperatures led to poor 
snow conditions - chunks of ice 
the size of houses were crashing 
down along their intended route 
to the summit. 

Their decision to retreat was 
justified when an avalanche com¬ 
pletely wiped out Camp 1 the day 
after they abandoned it. 

Meanwhile Lt Cdr Nobby Clarke 
and LOM Andy Tyerman were 
white-water kayaking; during their 
four-week trip they tackled some 
• Making a splash - Lt Cdr Nobby Clarke descending ‘ one of of the most famous white water 
the more interesting sections ” of the Bhote Kosi river. rivers in the world. 


Jailers break Navy 


THE NAVY’S football team 
returned to action after the 
Christmas break wit a fixture 
against the HM Prison Service 
at HMS Drake, writes Lt Cdr 
Jim Dunks. 

Both sides began brightly on a 
heavy pitch, and the Navy took the 
lead after 15 minutes. 

CPO Chris Long (HMS 
Seahawk) passed from midfield to 
Mne Steve Stacey (CTCRM) on 
the left wing, and nis cross was 
headed across goal by CpI Richie 
Hope (HMS Nelson) for CPO Will 
Flint (HMS Heron) to score from 
close range. 

Two cracking goals from Prison 
.Service full back Tom Cordrice - 
one from 35 yards - edged them in 
front, but the Navy threatened 
again before equalising through 
PO Nigel Thwaites (HMS Heron) 
with a goal to match that by 
Cordrice, scoring from 30 yards. 

Good defensive play by coach 


CPO Steve Johnson (SCU 
Lcydene) and skipper POPT Steve 
Riley (HMS Nelson) kept the 
Prison Service at bay during the 
early exchanges of the second half, 
but the Navy could not break down 
their opponents and paid the price 
when they lost control. 

Two goals in the last five min¬ 
utes made the scoreline a flattering 
4-2 to the Prison Service, which 
reaffirms the Drake jinx - after 
three representative matches, the 
senior side have yet to record a vic¬ 
tory there. 

Fixtures planned for February 
include: 

Feb 2: RN Intermediate v London 
University, 1900, Burnaby Road 
Feb 3: Combined Services FA v 
Ryman League XI, 1930 
Aldershot Military Stadium 
Feb 16: RN v Dorset, 1930, 
RNAS Yeovilton 

18 Feb: RN v Civil Service, 1430, 
Burnaby Road 


21 Feb: RN v Army, Youth Inter 
Services, 1100, Aldershot 
25 Feb: RN v Guernsey, 
Commodore Cup, 1930, 
Guernsey 

28 Feb: Combined Services FA 
Youth v FA Youth, 1400, Aldershot 
■ Burton Albion FC were the 
hosts for the annual fixture 
between the FA Semi-Professional 
XI, drawn from the major non¬ 
league clubs, and the Combined 
Services team which contained five 
Navy men. 

Consisting mainly of players 
from Kettering Town, Hcdncsford 
Town, Kidderminster Harriers and 
Nuneaton Boro, the FA XI proved 
a stiff test for the Servicemen as a 
warm-up to the Kentish Cup 
games against the Dutch and 
Belgian Armed Forces. 

The Services played good foot¬ 
ball without fashioning too many 
clear-cut chances, and finished on 
the wrong end of a 3-0 scoreline. 



Cycle colours 
for MTB man 

NAVY cross-country mountain 
hiker Lt Martin Midmorc 
(above) of HMS Ark Royal has 
been awarded his RN cycling 
colours after his performance in 
the 1998 inter-Services events. 

Although riding as a veteran, 
his performance over the three 
rounds placed him as top Navy 
mountain biker of all cate¬ 
gories. 

His success for 1998 has also 
extended to civilian MTB com¬ 
petitions where he competed in 
the tough Southern Area 
Mountain-biking Series; his 
performance throughout the 
year put him 12th in class and 
earned national ranking status. 

Plum title 

BRITANNIA Royal Naval 
Colleae took the honours at 
the Plum Pudding Regatta - 
the RN and RM Amateur 
Rowing Association’s pre¬ 
mier event. 

The annual three-mile 
race on the River Dart in 
Devon, so-called because 
the winning crews are 
awarded seasonal plum 
puddings, saw the BRNC 
men’s novice A crew start 
fifth but finish first overall, 
while the men’s senior crew 
was the fastest team, beat¬ 
ing the RN squad and com¬ 
petition from Dartmouth 
Amateur Rowing Club. 

Anyone interested in row¬ 
ing should contact Lt Rob 
Carr at Abbey Wood ext 
35565. 



Surf’s up 


A PLYMOUTH senior rating 
was due to fly out to 
Australia to captain a Great 
Britain crew competing in an 
international surfboat cham¬ 
pionship. 

CPO Lee Thomas (above), 
who was serving with the 
Second Submarine Squad¬ 
ron in Devonport, was lead¬ 
ing a nine-man team from 
Cornwall in what is known 
as the “longest, toughest 
ocean oar race in the 
world.” 

Judo plea 

THE Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Judo Association 
offers training under qualified 
coaches and competition, both 
closed and in team and individ¬ 
ual events around the country, 
to anyone who plays judo or 
would like to try it. 

For further information con¬ 
tact the Secretary, RN and RM 
Judo Association, HMS 
Temeraire, Burnaby Rd, 
Portsmouth POl 2HB, tel 
01705 725851, Mil 9380 25851, 
mobile 0370 454337. 
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Winter Sport 



HIGH HOPES 
FOR INTER 
SERVICES 

AS Navy News went to 
press the RN Squad was 
set to make its strongest 
bid for the Inter Service 
Ski title in over 30 years. 

The championship, in the 
first week in February, is 


Marines 
win by a 


whisker 


being held in Valloire where 
the Navy has raced every 
year since 1995... 

For a full report, don’t 
miss the next issue. 



Mens Champion: (Prest Plate) Lt 
Jeff Choat (819 NAS) 

Women s Champion: (Carole 
Wilson Salver) Surg Lt Kate Nurton. 
HMS Fearless. 

Inter-Command Champions: 

(Hamilton Barr Cup) The Royal 
Marines. 

Expert (Men) Sgt Jim Oakley (COO 
Logs) and (Women) Surg Lt Kate 
Nurlon (HMS Fearless) 

Advanced (Men) Lt Mark Campbell 
(HMS Heron) 

Upper Intermediate (Men) Justin 
Osmond and (Women) Lucy 
Rennie. 

Lower Intermediate (Men) Ivan 
Williams and (Women) Rachael 
Morgan. 

Basic (Men) John Twine and 
(Women) Tracy Santrian. 

Super Veteran Larry Young (the 
runner up was Raytheon’s Greg 
Cummins) 

Veteran (Men) Jonathan Apps and 
(Women) Andrea Goodall. 

Junior (Women) Fiona Goodall. 
Novice (Men) Hugo Derrick and 
(Women) Jenny Ashdown. 
Beginner (Men) William Bird and 
(Women) Nichola Barbour.Youth 
(Female) Charlotte Blain. 

Giant Slalom: Major A Team (Tait 
Tankard) HMS Fearless. Minor A 
Team (Du Pon Trophy) 819 NAS. 
Major B Team HMS Fearless. Minor 
B Team RMR Bristol. 

Slalom: Major A Team (Bareges 
Cup) HMS Heron. Minor A Team 
(Orcieres Merlette Trophy) 819 
NAS. Major B Team HMS Neptune. 
Minor B Team RMR Bristol. 

Super Giant Slalom: Major Team 
(Christchurch Cup) HMS Heron. 
Minor Team (President s Cup) 819 
NAS. Individual winner (St Vincent 
Cup) Lt Jeff Choat of 819NAS. 
Runner Up. CpI Steve Cotton, HQ 
Sigs RM. RNWSA Club Team. The 
Nomads (Lt Cdr Gary Jenkins. Lt 
Ivan Williams. Ex QARNNS Mrs 
Rachael Morgan) 

Snowboarding: (The Dan Air Cup) 
Snowboarding Instructor CPO Pete 
Bone Telemarking: C/Sgt David 
Shepheard (CTCRM). 

Overall results Major A Team 
(Trevor Jones Shield) HMS Heron. 
Minor A Team (Chairman’s Bowl) 
819 NAS. Major B Team HMS 
Neptune.Minor B Team RMR 
Bnstol. Ship's Team (Batlleaxe Cup 
for vessels with a ship’s company of 
under 300) HMS Nottingham. 
Runner Up. HMS Beaver. 
Combined event winners: (non 
expert Men) Capt Johnny Rowland 
RMR Bristol (Andrew Baird Salver) 
and (Women) Mrs Lucy Rennie 
(Women's Combined Event Salver) 
Command Results: Parallel 
Slalom (Skiworld Bowl) Naval Air 
Command. Command Super Giant 
Slalom. The Royal Marines. 
Individual Super Giant Slalom (The 
Richard Madeley Trophy) Lt Jeff 
Choat. Runner Up. CpI Steve 
Cotton. 


T HE Royal Marines 
have won the Navy’s 
Alpine Ski Champ¬ 
ionships for the third 
year in row. 

But the victory at the French 
resort of Valloire was only 
gained by the narrowest of 
margins with a single race 
point making all the difference, 
writes Dominic Blake. 

In a revised racing programme 
which gave greater emphasis to 
competition between snips and 
establishments, the Inter 
Command title was settled in just 
two races, a Super Giant Slalom 
and a Parallel. 

A ligament injury to leading RM 
skier CpI Ross Barbour before the 
Super G could have proved disas¬ 
trous for the Royals, hut the inclu¬ 
sion of Bristol Reservist Capt 
Johnny Rowland gave them a deci¬ 
sive two-second lead over their 
arch rivals. Naval Air Command. 

NAC struck back to win the 
Command Parallel Slalom, but 
with fewer race points being 
awarded for a victory in the shorter 


Royal Navy 
Alpine Ski 
Championships 


race, it wasn’t enough to keep the 
Royals from their Command title 
hat trick. 

819 Naval Air Squadron, led by 
Navy team captain Lt Jeff Choat, 
dominated the Minor ship and 
establishment races winning the 
Slalom, Giant Slalom and the 
Super G. 

But the Major team races for 
larger units produced a battle for 
supremacy between HMS Fearless 
and HMS Heron. 

Fearless, captained by CpI Paul 
Galasso with Navy squad members 
L.t Mark Vartan and Surg Lt Kate 
Nurlon, struck the first blow by 
winning the Giant Slalom, a fantas¬ 
tic achievement for a ship’s team. 

But Heron, under NAC repre¬ 
sentative Lt Cdr John Toon, were 
not to be denied and victories in 
the Slalom and Super G earned 
them the overall Major team title. 



• MENS CHAMPION: • WOMEN'S CHAMPION: 

Lt Jeff Choat . Surg Lt Kate Nurton. 



• FEARLESS: CpI Paul Galasso , captain of HMS Fearless A Team , 
launches through the gate at the start of the Super Giant Slalom. 





• 819 Squadron: Lt Paul Mercer (left) Navy team manager Lt Cdr Jock Alexander, RN captain Lt 
Jeff Choat and Lt Nick Chick , overall champions in the minor ship s and establishment races. 



The championships and ‘learn to 
ski week’ is now the largest event 
in the Navy’s sporting calendar and 
550 personnel attended this year. 

Nearly 3(X) took part in the rac¬ 
ing and well over 2(K) took advan¬ 
tage of free instruction in skiing, 
snowboarding and race techniques 
from the team of RN instructors 
led by HMS Caledonia’s WO SCC 
Tommy Wallace. 

The 1999 championships, run by 
Race Organiser Cdr Ricnard Ellis 
for RN Winter Sports Association 
Chairman Capt Chris Clayton, was 
the last for the retiring Association 
President, Admiral John Trewby, 
and the last to be staged in Valloire 
after four successful years. 

In 2000, with tne continuing 
support of major sponsors 
Raytheon (manufacturers of 
Phalanx and SEA RAM weapons 
systems) insurance brokers 
Hamilton Barr, Skiworld and 
Woods Car Rental, the champi¬ 
onships are moving higher, to tne 
prestigious resort of Les Arc. 


• SLALOM: Lt Cdr John Toon (above) leads HMS Heron to victory 
in the major ships and establishments slalom. His team went on 
to become overall winners in the Major team category. 



_ 


• SNOW BLADES: RNWSA Skiing Instructor Phill Elston (left) 
used tiny skis known as snow blades to improve turning tech¬ 
niques, radically demonstrated (above) with Lt Mark Kelynack. 


Congratulations to Jeff Choat 
of 819 Squadron, 

winner of the overall men’s competition. 


In the 48.52 seconds it took Jeff to complete the 
Slalom course, SEA RAM would have fired all its 
quiver and still have time on its hands. 

Where time counts, speed, reaction and confidence are 

what matter. 


Great skiing Jeff, 
but you can’t beat a SEA RAM! 


PHALANX 


Raytheon 

Sponsor of the RN Alpine Skiing Championships 





SEARAM 
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• HMS Invincible and her escort HMS Newcastle in a 
four-ship replenishment exercise involving the 
tanker RFA Bay leaf and supply ship RFA Fort Austin. 



GULF TASK 
GROUP 

■ From front page 

aircraft will help to enforce the 
southern no-fly zone over Iraq, 
and intercept ships suspected of 
breaking sanctions. 

Armed Forces Minister Doug 
Henderson saw the group sail 
from Portsmouth, having visited 
the ship’s company of Invincible. 

He said the deployment would 
send a vital message to Saddam 
Hussein, and that the carrier 
would make a “major contribution 
to protecting the region.” 

Invincible was joined by FA2 
Sea Harriers from 8(X) Naval Air 
Squadron, which flew from RN air 
station Yeovilton and joined the 
carrier down Channel. 

The Sea Harriers are designed 
mainly for air-defence, but also 
have ground-attack and ship- 
attack capability. 

The predominant feeling on 
board Invincible was “here we go 
again.” according to her 
Commanding Officer, Capt James 
Burnell-Nugent. 

“It’s the third time in two 
and a half years we have 
been out there, so we are 
quite experienced in this, 
and we feel we can do a 
good job,” he told Navy 
News. 

Meanwhile the ship's company 
of Newcastle had some hard work 
to get through when they returned 
from Christmas leave to discover 
the change of plan. 

“It was quite short notice for 
our change of programme, but it 
hasn’t presented problems, 
because the ship had worked up 
and is ready to go,” said her 
Commanding Officer, Cdr Steve 
Kenny. 

“The ship's company is fairly 
upbeat, and certainly prepared for 
it. It is a case of a Royal Navy ship 
going out to do what it was 
designed to do in the first place. 

“Normally we know we 
are going to deploy a year 
in advance. This time the 
ship’s company had ten 
days, but we've done it, 
which is testimony to the 
tremendous amount of 
assistance we have 
received.” 

The task group anchored off 
Cyprus on its way through the 
Mediterranean, and a tri-Service 
operation swung into action to 
load five tonnes of food and 
almost 2 tonnes of spares and sup¬ 
plies, using the ship’s Sea King 
helicopters. 

A member of the ship’s compa¬ 
ny of almost 1,200 was also flown 
ashore for treatment for a broken 
arm. 

■ A Sea King helicopter from 
Invincible ferried a sick Nor¬ 
wegian seaman from his ship to 
hospital in France shortly after the 
group left UK. 



Frigates poised off Kosovo and Sierra Leone 


DUKES STAND SY 
AT HOT SPOTS 


TWO of the Navy’s Duke-class frigates were stand¬ 
ing by to help out at trouble-spots in Europe and 
Africa as Navy News went to press. 


Type 23 frigate HMS Iron 
Duke was sailing for the 
Adriatic as part of NATO’s 
Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean as the situation 
deteriorated in Kosovo. 

Iron Duke, originally designed 
to counter submarines, is also 
capable of dealing with surface and 
air threats. 

Meanwhile her sister-ship HMS 
Norfolk was off the coast of trou¬ 
bled Sierra Leone to demonstrate 
the UK’s commitment to peace 
and stability in the region. 

Armed Forces Minister Doug 
Henderson said: “The helicopter 
and crew of HMS Norfolk have 
already provided assistance to 
Sierra Leone, in the form of des¬ 
perately-needed medicines for the 
hospital in Freetown.” 

He added the ship would contin¬ 
ue to provide support for diplomat- 

Cavalier 


ic initiatives in the area, where 
rebel forces are fighting to over¬ 
throw President Kabbah. 

HMS Norfolk, which 
detached from NATO’s 
Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic, is equipped to help 
in humanitarian work or with 
an evacuation, but there are 
no plans for British Forces 
to become directly involved 
in the conflict. 

RFA Oakleaf recently left 
Gibraltar to resupply the frigate; 
she is also bringing disinfectant 
and rice for the humanitarian 
effort. 

■ Type 22 frigate HMS Brave 
was in the Mediterranean, where 
she will undertake exercises during 
her final programmed deployment 
before disposal. 

in hands 


Royal Oak’s 
seeping oil 


being 

A UNIQUE operation to 
gather oil seeping from 
the wreck of HMS Royal 
Oak in Scapa Flow was 
due to get under way as 
Navy News went to 
press. 

A specially-constructed 
steel “umbrella” has been 
taken to Orkney, where it is 
due to be lowered over part 
of the hull of the battleship, 
sunk in October 1939. 

The wreck still contains 
hundreds of tonnes of oil, 
which is gradually seeping 


lifted 

out as rivets corrode, and 
the scheme will help siphon 
the oil to safety, where it can 
be collected periodically. 

Bad weather prevented 
the operation from starting 
on time earlier in January. 

The Royal Oak is a war 
grave for the 833 men who 
died when she was torpe¬ 
doed, and the scheme is 
designed to disturb the 
wreck as little as possible. 

Every year Navy divers 
return to the ship to hoist a 
White Ensign during a ser¬ 
vice of remembrance. 



of Trust at last 


A MAJOR milestone in the rescue of wartime destroyer HMS 
Cavalier has been achieved with the completion of the sale of the 
ship to the HMS Cavalier (Chatham) Trust. 

She was bought from South a Showcase Reunion for represen- 


Tyneside Council for £43,350 and is 
now being refurbished sufficiently 
to allow her to be towed to 
Chatham in the spring. 

The sale has been made possible 
through an £830,000 National 
Heritage Lottery grant to the 
Cavalier Trust last year following a 
vigorous campaign by the HMS 
Cavalier Association to save the 
ship from export or the scrapyard. 

When she arrives at Chatham 
she will be the centrepiece of a spe¬ 
cial display and memorial museum 
area at Chatham Historic 
Dockyard. With her will be the pre¬ 
served O-class submarine HMS 
Ocelot and the restored Victorian 
sloop HMS Gannet. 

Cavalier is Britain's last surviv¬ 
ing destroyer to have seen active 
service in World War II and as such 
has been a focus for a wide range 
of Naval associations. 

Chairman of the Cavalier 
Association, Sid Anning, said he 
was delighted that the ship was 
finally in the Trust's hands. He said 


tatives of Naval associations at 
Chatham on May 7-9 would be very 
well attended. Associations wish¬ 
ing to take part should call him on 
01752 768201. 


• HMS Royal Oak in her heyday. 


Gulf illness ‘milestone’ study 


THE GOVERNMENT has welcomed 
research results which show that the 
incidence of chronic fatigue and post 
traumatic stress among Gulf War veter¬ 
ans is significantly higher than in other 
troops. 

The data from the study conducted inde¬ 
pendently by the Gulf War Illness Research 
Unit was published in The Lancet. The 
researchers found that veterans of the Gulf 
conflict were three times as likely to have 
such health problems as most other troops, 
and twice as likely as troops who served in 
Bosnia. 

The report is seen as an important mile¬ 


stone as it is the first large-scale study to 
look specifically at British Gulf veterans. 

Armed Forces Minister Doug Henderson 
said Ministry of Defence officials would con¬ 
sider the results in detail and would approach 
the Medical Research Council and the inde¬ 
pendent panel for their advice on future 
action. He was encouraging the medical and 
scientific community to look carefully at the 
findings. 

“In the light of this new information, MOD 
will continue its policy of vigorously address¬ 
ing the health concerns of Gulf veterans,” he 
said. 

■ Results from the first of two MOD funded 
studies will begin to emerge this summer. 
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'Hundred in 
one day' 
boost for 
recruiters 

RECRUITERS have been 
encouraged by the fact that 
more people joined the Navy 
on November 30 than on any 
one day over the past five 
years. 

One hundred joined then, 
which is a sign that the Service is 
coming out of the woods on the 
issue of attracting new entrants. 

Meanwhile, the first of the new 
short engagement sailors have 
joined their ships. They are 
trained for a limited number of 
tasks and are expected to provide 
a valuable source of manpower, 
helping to ease the front-line gap¬ 
ping and stretch which is still being 
felt. 

By the middle of this year 130 
SES ratings are expected to be in 
uniform. 

Naval diver 
finds attack 
weapon 

A HAMMER believed to be used 
in an attack on a rating from HMS 
Sultan has been found by a Navy 
diver called in by the police. 

PO(D) Ted Mangion RNR, 
attached to Southern Diving Unit 
2 based at Portsmouth, found the 
hammer in the River Alver at 
Rowner, Gosport, in the area 
where the alleged attack on PO 
James McKay took place. 

PO McKay of HMS Sultan was 
treated for serious injuries at 
Southampton General and RH 
Haslar Hospitals, but shortly 
before Na\y News went to press he 
was discharged and was recovering 
on sick leave. 

A 24-year-old resident of 
Rowner, Mark Dickinson, was 
arrested six days after the alleged 
attack, which took place at 1630 
on January 12. He was charged 
with attempted murder and 
remanded in custody. 

Beagle heads 
for Seychelles 

SURVEY ship HMS Beagle has 
started a five-month deployment 
to the Indian Ocean and Gulf after 
completing an extended refit. 

It is the 30-year-old ship's first 
overseas voyage for years as she 
has spent her time surveying UK 
coastal waters. 

The deployment will take her to 
the Seychelles where she will sup¬ 
port a study programme spon¬ 
sored by the Royal Society and 
Royal Geographical Society. 

After that, the ship will conduct 
the remainder of her surveys with 
the Omani Hydrographic Service 
before entering the Gulf to survey 
shipping lanes. During that part of 
her deployment she is due to make 
official visits to Gulf states. 
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Crane 

Rear anchor fight 

Mine recovery fairleads 

Capstan 

RCMDS cradle and rails 

Propeller room 

Voith Schneider cycloidal propeller 

Propeller shaft 

Glass Reinforced Plastic (GRP) hull structure 

and bulkheads 

Man overboard marker and light stowage, port and 

starboard 

Divers' ladder 
RCMDS hangar 
Gemini craft (2) 

Gemini craft davit 

Petrol stowage, Gemini craft 

Remote TV aenal 

Machinery shipping hatch 

Deck stowage lockers 

Hawser reel, port and starboard 

Engine room 

Compensating and sullage tanks 
Remotely Controlled Mine Disposal System 

(RCMDS) submersible 
Slow Speed Drive (SSD) electric motor 
Synchronised self-shifting clutch 
Paxrnan Valenta SOOkw diesel engines (2) 

High pressure compressor 
Divers' stores 


Bridge 

Signal lamp 
Compass repeater, 

port and starboard 

Starboard navigation lights 

Bridge wing 

Fender stowage 

Venting hoods 

Magnetic compass 

Hawser reels 

Officers* cabins 

Dining and recreation space 

Schottel bow thruster apertures 

Gun platform 

Anchor windlass 

Dual anchors, 

port and starboard 

Billring 

Fore anchor light 


25-man life raft, typical 

Loudspeakers 

Funnel block 

Main engine and diesel generator exhausts 

Venting intakes 
Gemini motor stowage 

Diesel filling trunk 

Generating room machinery shipping panel 

Generating room, three diesel generators 

Hull fender 

Bathroom and WC 

Auxiliary machine room 

Contaminated oil tank 

Bilge keel 

Diesel oil tank 

Fresh water tank 

Crew accommodation deck 

Lifebuoy and marker, port and starboard 

Swimmer of the watch boom, port and starboard 

Access ladder 

Aerial mast 

Mast head tights 

Mast head lightning conductor 

Radar scanner 

Klaxons, fore and aft QGy 


Copyright Navy News 1999 




the Sandown class MCMVs 
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The Sandown-class mine 
countermeasures vessel 


BUILT of glass reinforced plastic (GRP) by Vosper 
Thornycroft, the Sandown-class single role mine- 
hunters are generally acknowledged to be the best 
ships of their type in the world* 

The first of the 484-tonne vessels, HMS Sandown, 
was launched in 1988, and the last of the 12 m the 
class, HMS Shoreham, is due to be launched in 
2001 . 

The seven ships from HMS Penzance onwards are 
slightly modified, with bigger engines than their ear¬ 
lier sisters as well as a more powerful crane and, in 
the future, will be fitted with enhanced air-condi¬ 
tioning, and all will receive a bigger, better decom¬ 
pression chamber by 2005. 

They are small vessels - just 52.5 metres long - 
but complement the Hunt-class mine countermea¬ 
sures vessels as they are designed to operate in 
deep and exposed waters. 

Their unusual propulsion system makes them 
extremely manoeuvrable. Instead of conventional 
propellers. Sandowns have two Voith Schneider 


units - vertical blades on a carousel which, when 
used with the Schottel bow thrusters, allow the 
ships to spin on the spot. 

It also means that, even In difficult conditions, the 
ship can be made to “hover" with great accuracy, 
using the sophisticated Ship Position Control 
System. 

Although armed with a 30mm gun, the strength of 
the Sandowns lies in their defensive role, clearing 
danger from the paths of larger vessels. 

Mines are tackled in three stages: a variable- 
depth sonar detects and identities a target; NAUTIS 
M (the Naval Autonomous Tactical Information 
System) collates data from the sonar, navigation 
system and other sources; and the Remotely 
Controlled Mine Disposal System (RCMDS), an 
unmanned submersible, equipped with sonar, cam¬ 
eras and lights, can detonate the mine with an 
exposive charge, cut its cables, or handle it with a 
manipulator arm. 




























